
The Transformative Power of the Atonement by Daniel Rogers

When I was growing up, we had two gospel meetings every year. Speakers would 
come from all around the country to present lessons from the Bible. Despite our best, 
and sometimes worst, efforts to reach the community, most people that would come 
were people from neighboring congregations. We would sometimes have a handful 
of visitors. Regardless of the makeup of the crowd, the majority of lessons that we 
would hear would be about baptism or faith and works. Basically, the opportunity to 
bring about real change in the congregation was lost because we heard 12 lessons a 
year that told us things that we already knew. “Peter wrote to remind his audience of 
things they already knew,” the preacher would explain, but I don’t think that 12 
reminders a year from visiting preachers on top of the pile of existing lessons is what 
Peter meant. 
When it comes to the Atonement and eschatology, there is not much I could tell you 
that you do not already know. You know about feast days, the second appearing, and 
the spiritual significance of Jesus’ sacrifice.  I am not here to pat you on the back but 
to challenge you on a personal level to put into practice what you already know. 
Picture Info: Chora Church Mosque Museum: Anastasis. The icon pictures Jesus 
coming out of Hades having defeated death (the figure under His feet). He is holding 
hands with Adam and Eve (which demonstrates His answer to Genesis 3). In the icon, 
several Old and New Testament figures watch in anticipation of the events. 
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Galatians 2:20

The Atonement invites you to a radical, lifelong transformation
Paul’s conversion was due to interacting with the crucified but risen Savior. It brought 
about radical transformation in his life. 
The resurrection was just as much part of the Atonement as His death was (Romans 
4:25).  
In fact, Jesus’ entire life was a 33-year long sacrifice in which the Word took on flesh 
(Philippians 2:5-8).
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Atonement

Galatians 2:20

Your eschatology gives you an advantage in understanding the 
Atonement
The transformative power of the Atonement is demonstrated most in a fulfilled 
eschatology. 
The Atonement serves as the bridge between the Old Heavens and Earth to the New 
Heavens and Earth. 
Covenant eschatology highlights the priestly work of the Christ in His Cross as well as 
in His Presence. 
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Your potential is wasted unless you are transformed by the Atonement
Abstract knowledge must be translated into action. Knowing the right thing and doing 
the right thing are two totally different things. 
Paul said, “without love (which is used like a verb in 1 Corinthians 13) our knowledge 
is nothing.” 
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You want to change the world for the better
Many here have used the expression I coined several years ago when I first started 
studying covenant eschatology – Restoration 2.0. 
We see the potential of preterism and wish to use its power to transform the whole 
world. 
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Resurrect the world by embracing the Cross

Embrace the message of the Atonement , let it transform your life, and then you can 
offer life to the world. 
We need to move past abstract knowledge to action. 
The Cross calls us to take up our own. In doing this, we can change the world. 
If we allow our worldviews to be put to death, bury ourselves with the Christ, and 
become life-giving spirits in the Christ, we can bring about real change.
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You must put to death 
your worldview.

The Atonement served as a critique of conventional views of the ancient world. 
Unfortunately, some of those views remain even to our day, but through studying the 
Atonement, one can allow their views to be challenged. 
Just as the Word had to humble Himself to face the Cross so that He could be 
resurrected, we must also lower ourselves to receive the transformation into which 
Jesus invites us. 
While the Winter may not be pleasant, it is a necessary part of our life if we wish to 
experience Spring. 
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The Atonement is a critique of conventional sacrificial theories

Rene Girard (philosopher, anthropologist, and critic) lost his faith, but he regained it 
through studying the Atonement.
He assumed that the Bible was just another mythological text, but he came to realize 
that it was a critique of the conventional sacrificial theories which relied on guess 
work and useless repetition. 
This led him back to a life of faith in which he remained until his death. 
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It changes the direction of sacrifice from man to God to God to man.
Imagine you are living in an agrarian society and the rainy seasons do not come. You 
have prayed and prayed, but the drought remains. Without any sophisticated, 
scientific knowledge to guide you, the assumption is that the gods must be angry. 
To combat this, you take some of your crops and offer them up to the gods and the 
rains return. Thus, you correlate absence of rain to sin and the return of the rain to 
sacrifice. 
One day, however, it doesn’t rain even though the crops are offered, so you turn to 
livestock. 
Then, when the endless sacrifices of livestock don’t seem to please the gods, you 
turn to your firstborn. 
Jesus’ sacrifice shows the worthlessness of trying to approach God through one’s on 
merit. It also is a demonstration of the love of God and serves as an invitation 
towards us to come out from behind the trees of self-doubt and commune with 
Him. 
The guesswork is taken away in the Christ.
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It shows the uselessness of animal sacrifice
The blood of bulls and goats cannot take away sins whereas the sacrifice of Jesus is 
able to cleanse our conscience. 
But why? It is one thing to say it, but how many of us have ever laid in bed at night, 
said our prayers, but still had trouble sleeping?
As we’ll discuss later, the sacrifice of Jesus shows us that we are truly forgiven and 
that we can completely trust in the love of God.
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It invites us to sacrifice ourselves
Animal sacrifices are different than the Christ’s sacrifice because His invites us to offer 
ourselves (Matthew 10:38; Galatians 2:20, 6:14).
Taking responsibility of our actions instead of blaming others leads us to a pure 
conscience.
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The Atonement is a critique of conventional views of the kingdom

Nobody expected the Messiah to give himself as a sacrifice. 
He was supposed to destroy Rome - not be killed by His own people. 
Even in our own movies and books, the hero doesn’t die; he conquers. 
Jesus’ death turned conventional wisdom upon its head. 
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Those that are crucified receive the kingdom

The Christ’s sacrifice shattered conventional wisdom. It is the crucified – not the 
persecutors – that inherit the kingdom of Heaven. 
The thief on the Cross showed that had a better understanding of this than most 
when he requested that Jesus, who was being crucified at the time, remember him 
when He would come in His kingdom (Luke 23:42).
While it appeared that the Cross was the end of Jesus, God demonstrated that Jesus 
was His Son through the resurrection (Romans 1:4). 
Though He is powerful like a lion, He intentionally doesn’t exercise His strength to 
teach us restraint, servitude, and sacrifice (Revelation 5:5-6). 
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Non-violence is the path to victory

God is the God of the oppressed. Contrary to how most view the world, it is the 
prostitutes and publicans that are more receptive of the kingdom then those who are 
in charge. This is why we shouldn’t question people’s motives or pre-judge them 
based on where they are now.
Jesus could have called legions of angels, but He was led as a sheep to the slaughter 
to show that there is a better way: love and mercy.
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The meek inherit the earth

Inheriting the land is equivalent to resurrection (Ezekiel 37).
The land is not inherited by force, but by leading a gentle, loving life. 
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The Atonement is a critique of conventional views of God

Most people have not begun to grasp the mystery of the Atonement (none fully 
comprehend it), so most view God as a tyrannical ruler who reaps where he does 
not sow (Matthew 25:24-25). God wasn’t worried if he lost or gained the talent; He 
simply wanted Him to participate. 
The Cross, however, is the ultimate expression of God’s love (John 3:16; Romans 5:8).
Many view God as one from whom they hide in the rocks, but the God revealed 
through Jesus is one who invites us into a face to face relationship (Isaiah 22:19; 2 
Corinthians 3:18). 
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Jesus’ death changes how we view God – not how God views us

God knows we are naked, and He loves us regardless. 
God knows we sin, and He loves us regardless. 
Despite this fact, most people have a Santa Claus view of God in which they are 
constantly being moved between two cosmic lists that label them naughty or nice. 
Instead, it is us who move ourselves between the two lists while God constantly 
invites us to be with Him through the Cross.

******God doesn’t keep score
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God’s default mode is love

Despite man’s best efforts, God still loves us. 
In fact, God is love (1 John 4:16).
He is patient, kind, not jealous, does not brag, is not arrogant, does not act 
unbecomingly, does not seek His own, is not provoked, does not take into account a 
wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices in truth; bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). 
Yet, we often make God in our own image, and we project onto him our nature 
instead of the other way around. Due to our ego, we often paint a picture of Him that 
fits into our worldview instead of humbling ourselves and allowing love to become 
our default mode of existence. 
If we are judgmental and exclusive, then we will create a judgmental and exclusive 
God. 
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God is not bound by tribe or bloodline

If God truly is love, then His love knows no bounds. Everyone, everywhere is included 
in His love (Acts 17:27). 
This means that ideas such as limited Atonement do not match the nature of God. 
All people can participate in the natural flow of giving and receiving love from God 
through the power of the Atonement. 
This requires entering the lion/ lamb paradox and relinquishing what power you 
think you have in order that you can share your love to the world. 
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You must bury yourself 
with the Christ.

Paul called being buried with the Christ, “removing the body of the flesh” and 
“crucifying the old self.” 
In order to be transformed by the Atonement, you must humble yourself. 
This includes reexamining everything. 
“Everything” is not limited to doctrinal issues but includes how you deal with 
doctrinal differences.  
Before you can change how you view others, you must first change how you view 
yourself. 
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Accept that you are forgiven

Many Christians speak of the “hope” of Heaven even though the promise has already 
been secured by the Christ on their behalf. 
Perhaps this lack of confidence comes from a misunderstanding of love - in other 
words, forgiveness. 
The first step to transformation is accepting that you are forgiven which requires you 
to relinquish your pride. 
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Jesus’ sacrifice offers eternal blessings

While the priests’ sacrifices needed to be offered year by year continually, Jesus’ 
sacrifice was once for all - which means the blessings of it are once for all. 
The priest’s ability to sacrifice relied on the temple standing. Once the temple fell, the 
sacrifices ceased. 
Jesus approached God in a tabernacle not made with hands (Hebrews 9:11). 
In other words, the sacrifice of the Christ gives the confidence of eternal security to 
the one who lives and believes in the Christ (John 11:25-26). 
There is no need for repetitious sacrifices. 
Its effects are as eternal as the building in which the sacrifice was offered. 
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Knowing that we are forgiven encourages guilt-free confession which 
allows us to forgive ourselves

One thing that keeps children from freely confessing their faults to their parents is the 
fear of punishment. They confess their “sins”, but the punishment comes anyways. 
If we understand the nature of the Atonement, then we can confess with no fear 
since we know that our forgiveness is certain (1 John 1:9). 
This frees our conscience whereas under the Law, there was always more work to be 
done in order to win one’s forgiveness (Hebrews 10:1). 
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Accepting our forgiveness allows us to forgive others.

If we accept our forgiveness, then we open ourselves up to forgiving others.
In the story of the king who forgave an extraordinarily large debt, the one who was 
forgiven didn’t trust in his forgiveness, so he didn’t realize that he could have been 
forgiven again (Matthew 18:23-35).
We stress forgiving others so much that we forget about forgiving ourselves. 
When we take care of the beam that is in our eye, then the mote in our brother’s eye 
doesn’t seem like that big of a deal (Matthew 7:3). 
The New Testament discusses soteriology and eschatology on practically every page. 
In other words, there is a “beams” worth of material that many people 
misunderstand. Perhaps, then, the “motes” of the New Testament should take up less 
of our time. 
Being able to demonstrate this type of patience is one of the very definitions of love, 
and we ought to show others the same patience and love that God shows us. 
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Accept that you are fully loved

The love of God is universal and infinite. This is demonstrated in the sacrifice of Jesus 
(Romans 5:8). 
The Atonement is corporate (1 John 2:2), but everything that is true for the 
corporate is true for the individual. 
Paul personalizes the Atonement in Galatians 2:20 when he says that Jesus gave 
Himself for him. 
Paul understood that Jesus gave Himself because Paul was a sinner - not because he 
was righteous. 
Likewise, the children of Israel did not enter the land because of their own 
righteousness (Deuteronomy 9:5).
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You are loved in your ignorance

If Paul, who considered himself the chief of all sinners, could accept that he was 
loved, then we should be able to as well (1 Timothy 1:15). 
God loves us even in our ignorance. 
In the garden, it was no surprise to God that Adam and Eve were naked. Only they 
were surprised by that revelation. Yet, God loved them even in their nakedness. 
The church at Corinth, for instance, wasn’t sold on Monotheism, but God was patient 
and loved them anyways (1 Corinthians 8:5). 
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You are loved despite your shortcomings

One of the key messages of the Christ is that God loved the prostitutes and sinners 
(Matthew 21:31).
God does not hate anyone. This message is taught by certain sects who have not 
experienced the true power of the Atonement (it is taught explicitly by some and 
implicitly by others). 
God does not hate Muslims. God does not hate illegal immigrants. God does not hate 
Obama or Trump. And believe it or not, but God does not hate liberals and he doesn’t 
even hate you. 
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You are loved even in death

One of the benefits of being loved by God is that you are loved even in death. This is 
called resurrection. 
No one who experiences the power of the Atonement - dead or living - is excluded 
from the love of God (1 Corinthians 15:51). 
Physical death is not the enemy of the one who shares in the love of God. 
Death is only the enemy of the one who fears it, and all fears are cast away by the 
love of God (1 John 4:18).
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Accept that salvation is a gift

After one accepts that they are loved unconditionally, they can come to realize what 
it means for salvation to be a gift (Romans 6:23). 
It is not a wage that is earned, but a gift that is merely accepted. The only stipulation 
is that one shares that gift to others. 
Abraham was told to be a blessing, and Jesus teaches that Christians are to bear 
much fruit (John 15:8). 
This fruit that we bear is the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). Abstract 
knowledge is not a fruit of the Spirit,  but it is fertilizer for the soil. 
Fertilizer by itself does nothing. 

29



You are not saved by your righteousness

Pictured is a sketch of broadened phylacteries. 
You are saved by the Christ’s righteousness (Romans 5:17-19). 
Paul said we are not saved by our works but by mercy (Titus 3:5). 
If anyone of us had to depend on our own righteousness to save us, then none of us 
would be saved. 
We must give ourselves over totally to the Atonement.
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You are saved by grace

If righteousness does not save us, then what does?
Grace (Ephesians 5:8-9).
Our obedience of faith comes from our understanding of what God has done for us 
(Romans 1:5, 16:25). 
All of Romans is a contrast of faith and the Law. The faith that is discussed is not an 
abstract faith but an obedient faith. 
The works that are produced by an obedient faith are an active love towards God and 
an active love towards our neighbor. 
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You are saved by faith

If one works for their salvation, they do not receive a gift, but what is due (Romans 
4:4). 
Since salvation is a gift, it cannot be earned. 
Instead, through obedient faith, one appropriates salvation (Romans 4:5, 16). 
That is, they do not earn their salvation; they simply accept it. Instead, their 
understanding of the Atonement compels them to work. That’s probably why a lot of 
Christians don’t do anything productive! They haven’t experienced the Atonement!
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You must become a
life-giving spirit.

The last Adam (Jesus) is a quickening, or life-giving, spirit. In other words, He offers 
eternal life whereas Adam could only offer physical life through reproduction (1 
Corinthians 15:45). 
As members of the Christ’s body, we offer life to others by inviting them to be 
transformed by the Atonement (John 1:12-13). 
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Invite others to the same understanding

The term invitation implies gentleness. This is why the expression “I invite you to 
leave” is funny. Invitations are typically welcoming and kind – not rude. 
By “same understanding”, I do not mean conformity. 
When it comes to the mystery, we should expect diversity. 
After all, we are finite beings attempting to understand an infinite God. This allows 
for differences as we grow in grace and knowledge. 
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Preach the gospel – and sometimes even use words

The gospel is actionable. This means that it can be lived. By showing others the 
transformation that has taken place in our life, our very conduct becomes the only 
Bible that some may ever read (2 Corinthians 3:2). 
If our default mode is not selfless love, as God’s is, then we have not experienced 
true transformation and need to return to step one: faith (which implies ignorance –
Hebrews 11:1; 2 Corinthians 5:7). 
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Love your neighbor as yourself

The best way to live the gospel is to love your neighbor as yourself* (Matthew 22:26-
30). The parable of the Good Samaritan – the main character of the story is the man 
in the ditch – is about how a Jewish man must learn that his neighbors are not only 
the Levite and the priest but the Samaritan as well (Luke 10:25-37). 
As Jesus said, anyone can greet their brother (Matthew 5:43-48),  but we must bless 
those who are mean to us (and not in a “bless your heart. I’ll pray for you” kind of 
way). 

*”As yourself” does not mean that you are to treat others in the same exact way that 
you want to be treated. That is, if you eat meat, don’t force vegetarians to eat meat. 
Instead, meet them where they are. “As yourself” means be sensitive to their specific 
needs as you would want them to be sensitive to yours.

36



Realize we are at different parts of the same journey

If we are to effectively invite others to join us in the Christ, we must understand that 
we are on different parts of the same journey (Romans 14:1). 
Would your ten, twenty, or forty years ago self fellowship who you are today? 
Probably not. I know that I wouldn’t. I would have said that my 2019 self strayed from 
the truth or was liberal or didn’t read the Bible with an open heart and open mind. 
Think about that the next time you sit down at your computer or enter a debate. 
They are on different parts of the same journey as you. 
This means that what you may perceive as liberalism today, may just be you next year.
If you think you’ve got all the truth now, then you haven’t actually learned anything 
(1 Corinthians 8:1-3). 
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Invite others to the same transformation

If you invite someone to a proper understanding of the Atonement through the 
conduct of your life, they can participate in the same transformation in which you 
participate. 
By seeing the fruit of the Spirit in your life, they will be persuaded to purse the same 
Way that you’ve taken (1 Peter 3:1; John 14:6). 
The caterpillar, in other words, is encouraged to become a butterfly by the beauty of 
its transformed friends. 
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Light can transform darkness

Light exposes darkness and has the power to transform it (Ephesians 5:13; John 3:20). 
When we illuminate the shadows in our lives, all our sins, doubts, and insecurities are 
revealed so that we can allow the gospel the properly deal with them and release us 
from the power of them. 
We will still sin, but we know that forgiveness is a guarantee. 
We will still have insecurities, but we know that God loves us to the fullest regardless. 
We will still have doubts, but we know that it’s more important to be known by God 
than to know facts about Him. 
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Transform others by showing them the way

If we allow the light that shines through us to reach other people, then they will be 
compelled to surrender themselves as well to the light and allow it to transform 
them. 
Through our conduct, we show forth the power of the Atonement as living sacrifices 
(Romans 12:1-2). 
The Atonement transforms us and allows us to stand out as those who have 
completely relinquished all their guilt, insecurities, and doubt. 
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The invitation to transformation is always available

The gates of the kingdom are always open – day and night, in season and out of 
season, and, unlike Chick-fil-A, they are open on Sundays. 
Thus, the invitation to transformation is always available. Nobody is too far gone or 
out of reach of the gospel unless they think that they are. 
“The chief thing that separates us from God is the thought that we are separated 
from God” (Thomas Keating).
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Invite others to be life-giving spirits

The best part of showing someone the transformative power of the Atonement is 
giving them the opportunity to be a life-giving spirit. 
They can experience the joy of showing others that there is an objectively better way 
to live. 
It’s not just giving them an escape plan so that they can one day fly away. It’s about 
showing them how their life can be transformed here and now. 
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Show them the joy of servitude

As Christians, our primary method of teaching is doing. Everyone take a deep breath 
and hold it as long as you can.
If you show someone the joy of servitude, then the fire will spread, and they will 
want to participate in the natural flow of giving as they have received (1 Corinthians 
16:2). This flow is demonstrated in nature. We take in Oxygen from the plants around 
us, and, in turn, we give back the Carbon Dioxide. To break this flow would be 
destructive to us and to the plants. All around us, people who have received so much 
have broken the rhythm of the universe through selfishness.
One reason why evangelism is not well received is that it is primarily focused on 
trying to tell people what to think instead of showing them how to live by your 
example. 
Turnover rates will be high if our religion is only knowledge driven because our 
knowledge grows at different rates from one another. 

43



Teach others that they can offer this same gift

In showing someone the joy of servitude, they will learn the proper way to teach the 
gospel. 
By “proper” I do not mean a fishers of men course or film strips, but through teaching 
by doing. 
If we offer a life changing message but aren’t active in transforming our community, 
then the message will be perceived as ineffective. 
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Join them in sharing the gospel by being an example as a community

The way to helping someone share the gospel is by helping them live the gospel. In 
your faith community, focus on community service projects that assist the poor, sick, 
and fatherless. 
Fatherless does not necessarily mean orphans. Because of the severe issue of single 
parent households, many children know their father or mother, but they are inactive 
in helping them. 
Servitude is a much more effective method of teaching than academic discussion for 
the average American because they are so used to abstract Christianity that they 
will be surprised when you stand out from the norm by actually practicing what 
you preach. 
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Your potential is wasted unless you are transformed by the Atonement
Our knowledge is useless unless we put it into action. Our goal of world-wide 
transformation is noble, and we have taken several good steps, but there is still much 
to be done. 
The research side of eschatology has room to grow, but it seems that the bulk of our 
focus has been study and not application. 
Fertilizer spread on an unplanted field won’t produce fruit. 
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You want to change the world for the better
Our message is so powerful that if we were to apply it in our own lives and then in 
our communities, we can bring about real, universal change. 
The opportunity before us is too good to pass up. 
Let’s make time in our day to come out of our man caves and live what we’ve spent 
hours studying. 
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Resurrect the world by embracing the Cross

The Cross and the Parousia brought about radical transformation in the world, but 
humans have put their foot down and rejected that change for centuries. 
We are able to change that!
Transformation is not an academic exercise but a life-changing experience. 
It is not simply moving between theological camps or filling in the right answers! 
It is the New Heavens and New Earth!
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