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When Was Revelation Written? 

• There are two main thoughts: the early date (sometime in the 
60s) and the late date (96).

• The late date is held for three main reasons: a comment made 
by Irenaeus, an alleged persecution by Domitian, and counting 
Augustus as the first king of Revelation 17:10.  

• Before we put forth evidence for the early date, which I hold, 
we will break down these three late date arguments. 



Irenaeus 

• Irenaeus’ statement, which is found only in the writings of 
Eusebius, is incapable of producing a reliable date of Revelation 
because of the ambiguity of the grammar. “…it would have been 
announced by him who beheld the apocalyptic vision, For [it or 
he] was seen not very long time since, but almost in our day, 
towards the end of Domitian’s’ reign.”



Domitian Persecution – or lack thereof 

• Assuming that Irenaeus was speaking of the date of the 
Revelation and not speaking of John being seen – and if he is 
right in making such a comment – some sort of tribulation must 
be found during the reign of Domitian (Revelation 1:9). Thus, 
Domitian has been charged with the mass slaughter of 
Christians.

• “Neither Tacitus, Suetonius, or nor Pliny, all of whom resided in 
Rome (Tacitus and Pliny were members of the Roman Senate 
during Domitian’s reign), leave any record of any kind of 
campaign against Christians. This appears strange considering 
that Tacitus and Suetonius both left a record of Nero’s 
persecution against Christians.”



Augustus is the First King?

• Josephus indicates that the Jews regarded Julius as the first 
emperor. He called Augustus the second, Caligula the third, and 
Tiberius the fourth (Antiquities, 18.2.2; 16.6.2; 18.6.10).

• Not only can we look to Jewish history, but Roman historians 
regarded Julius as the first Caesar. The name of a work by 
Suetonius (AD 69 – after AD 121), published in AD 121, is 
entitled The Twelve Caesars. Julius Caesar was the first Caesar 
he covered.



Internal Evidence or External Evidence?

• External evidence is evidence that is found outside of 
Scripture. 

• Internal evidence is evidence within the Bible. There are two 
types of internal evidence: remote and contextual. 

• By remote I mean passages outside of Revelation that help date 
it. 

• By contextual I mean passages within Revelation that assist in 
the date. 

• External evidence is interesting, but it is nothing more than an 
uninspired authority. If the internal evidence contradicts the 
external evidence, we must accept the former. 



Internal Evidence

• Kenneth Gentry and RC Sproul both provide sources for 
external evidence, but we will be focusing on the internal 
evidence. 

• We will survey five major points: 

• Time statements

• Remote evidence in the gospels

• Remote evidence in the Old Testament

• Contextual evidence in Revelation 11

• Remote Evidence in the Olivet Discourse 



J Stuart Russell’s Outline

• Prologue (Revelation 1:1-8)

• The Vision of the Seven Churches (Revelation 1-3)

• The Vision of the Seven Seals (Revelation 4-7)

• The Vision of the Seven Trumpets (Revelation 8-11)

• The Vision of the Sun-clad Woman (Revelation 12-14)

• The Vision of the Seven Vials (Revelation 15-16)

• The Vision of the Great Harlot (Revelation 17-20)

• The Vision of the Bride (Revelation 21-22:5)

• Epilogue (Revelation 22:6-21)



Wallace’s and Ogden’s Outlines

• The Visional Prologue (Revelation 1-3)

• The Apocalypse of the Conquering Christ (Revelation 4-11)

• The Apocalypse of the Victorious Church (Revelation 12-22)

• The Seven Churches of Asia (Revelation 1-3)

• The Heavenly Apocalypse (Revelation 4-11)

• The Earthly Apocalypse (Revelation 12-20)

• The New Jerusalem (Revelation 21-22)



The Major and Minor Climaxes in Revelation

• Each division in Russell’s outline has what we call a “minor 
climax” while each division in Wallace and Ogden’s outline has 
a “major climax”.

• All of these various visions are retelling of the same account 
from different perspectives. 

• This is the Revelation not Revelations!



Revelation 4-11

• The sixth seal brings about the day of the wrath of God, the 
passing away of Heaven and Earth, and the rewarding of the 
followers of God (chapter 7). This leads into the seven trumpets 

• The seven trumpets retell the story of the seals, and it ends 
with the day of the wrath of God, the destruction of the city 
where the Lord was slain (Revelation 11:8 – Jerusalem), the 
coming of the kingdom with power, and the judgement of all 
men (Revelation 11:18).



Revelation 12-20

• The vision of the sun-clad woman retells many of the same 
events from the first half of the Apocalypse, and it ends with 
Babylon (i.e. Jerusalem) falling (Revelation 14:8).

• Following that vision, the vision of the bowls of wrath is seen. It 
ends much like the others: the great day of God Almighty 
(Revelation 16:14). Babylon falls during the seventh bowl 
(Revelation 16:19).

• Finally, the vision of the harlot is seen. This vision is included 
here to compare her to the bride of Revelation 19, 21-22. This 
vision ends with Babylon falling, the coming of Christ, the 
marriage of the lamb, the defeat of Satan, and the great white 
throne judgement. 



Three Major Themes of Revelation

• The themes of Revelation will be discussed in detail in the next 
section, but they are the themes of the victory of Christ, the 
judgement of un-repentant Old Covenant Israel, and the 
vindication of the martyrs.

• The focus of Revelation is on the “at hand” period in the late 
60s when Rome and Judea warred. This was the fulfillment of 
all things written that had yet to be fulfilled up to that point 
(Luke 21:20-22). Josephus serves as a wonderful, secular 
eyewitness of these events. The book previously mentioned by 
Russell details much of that. 



The Victory of Christ

• The word “Revelation” means to reveal or unveil, but many 
believe that it is impossible to understand the book of 
Revelation, and any attempts to do so are guesses at best. 

• In Luke 17:30, the word ἀποκαλύπτω is used to describe the 
destruction of Jerusalem in AD70. The parallels with the Olivet 
Discourse and Luke 17 demonstrate this conclusively. 

• In other words, the Olivet Discourse is about the same subject 
as the book under consideration: the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 

• The Revelation, therefore, inherits the timeline of Matthew 
24:34!



The Victory of Christ (cont.)

• Revelation is about the victory of the lamb that was slain. 

• Jesus’ crucifixion is the focal point of God’s scheme of 
redemption. Without the sufferings of Christ, there are no 
glories to follow (1 Peter 1:11; cf. v. 13). 

• It depicts His victory over Satan, Death, the kingdoms of the 
world, and his enemies. 

• This means that all these major victories are included in the 
“this generation”, “must shortly come to pass”, “at hand”, and 
“quickly” time frame. 



The Judgement of Un-Repentant Israel

• Revelation contains no less than 413 allusions to the Old 
Testament, 175 echoes, and 2 quotations according to the New 
Testament. 

• John the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, and the other writers and 
speakers within the New Testament said plainly that their 
eschatological hopes and promises were rooted in Old Covenant 
promises made to Old Covenant Israel. 

• While these promises included resurrection, the kingdom of 
God, and the presence of God, they also included judgement, 
wrath, and destruction. 

• John’s usage and reliance upon the Old Testament should speak 
volumes as to the theme and focus of the book, and it should go 
far in helping one determine the identity of Babylon. 



The Judgement of Un-Repentant Israel (c.)

• Acts 3:23 tells us that at the revelation of Jesus from Heaven, 
He would destroy those that rejected Him from among the 
people. How could this be if “the people” ceased to exist at the 
Cross?

• Matthew 8:10-12 tells us that at the coming of the kingdom and 
the time of the resurrection banquet, the ‘sons of the kingdom’ 
(as opposed to the Gentiles who would believe) would be cast 
out. 

• Revelation contains both themes (Revelation 19:11-19; 19:7-
10).

• Revelation 1:7 compared to Zechariah 12:10 demonstrates this 
perfectly. 



Vindication of the Martyrs

• The subject of the vindication of the martyrs is one of the 
central themes in Revelation. It is also the key to properly 
identifying the Harlot of Revelation 19. 

• Babylon in Revelation was guilty of killing…

• …the saints (Revelation 17:6, 18:24).

• …the witnesses of Jesus (Revelation 17:6).

• …the apostles (Revelation 18:20).

• …the prophets (Revelation 18:20, 24).

• …all who have been slain on the earth (Revelation 18:24).

• …Jesus (Revelation 11:8).



Vindication of the Martyrs (cont.)

• The list above, even if you aren’t willing to count Revelation 
11:8, limits the identity of Babylon to an entity that existed in 
the first century and would be judged in a time that could be 
called “at hand”. 

• Most people propose Rome or Jerusalem, but who was it that 
Jesus condemned for killing the prophets? 

• Whose judgement was within that generation?

• Whose judgement was the focus of Old Testament prophecy?

• JERUSALEM 



Vindication of the Martyrs (cont.)

• Matthew 23:19-36 is inescapable. 

• What city would be judged within that generation for killing the 
prophets and all of the faithful back to Abel? Jerusalem.

• Jesus said in Luke 13:33, “…it cannot be that a prophet would 
perish outside of Jerusalem.” 

• The plain time statements of Matthew 23 and 24 line up 
perfectly with the timeframe of Revelation. 

• Not only that, but the subject matter is the same! 

• The Harlot Babylon is Jerusalem, and she was judged within 
that generation in AD 70. 



The Impact of Revelation on Eschatology

• The impact of Revelation on eschatology is willfully overlooked 
by those who hold a preterist view of Revelation while 
maintaining a yet-future judgement, resurrection, coming of 
the Lord, destruction of the heavens and the earth, etc. 

• All of these themes are present in Revelation. 

• All of these themes, as in the histories and epistles of the New 
Testament, were rooted in Old Covenant promises made to Old 
Covenant Israel. 

• Where is the evidence in the Old Covenant for two judgements, 
two ends, two destructions of the heavens and the earth, etc.? 



The Impact of Revelation on Eschatology (c)

• However we interpret Revelation dictates how we interpret 
every other eschatological passage. I encourage you to be 
honest with the time statements, consistent with your 
interpretations, and dependent upon all of Scripture for your 
eschatological position – and not just 27/ 66 books. 


