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The Use of Daniel in the New Testament 

• 78 Allusions and 32 Echoes (NT Use of OT – Logos Tool)

• No less than 110 references total makes it the eights most 
referenced book.

• Revelation alone contains 48 allusions and 19 echoes – 67 
references.

• Thus, our interpretation of Daniel controls our interpretation on 
Revelation. 

• If we are off on Daniel, we will be off on Revelation. 



The Impact of Daniel on NT Eschatology

• NT eschatology is a misnomer: The New Testament has no unique 
eschatology apart from the Old Testament. 

• In other words, NT eschatology is OT eschatology. 

• Every major eschatological theme is found in Daniel. 

• Again, if we are off on Daniel, we are off on eschatology as a 
whole!

Eschatological Themes in Daniel

The Last Days: Daniel 2:28 >> Hebrews 1:1
The Kingdom: Daniel 2:44-45 >> Mark 1:15
The Judgement: Daniel 7:9-10 >> Matthew 25:31
The Resurrection: Daniel 12:2 >> Acts 24:14-15
The End: Daniel 12:9 >>` Matthew 24:3, 14
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The Divisions of Daniel

• The Book of Daniel is divided into a primarily prophetic section 
and a primarily narrative section. 

• I say primarily because there is some overlap.

• Narrative: Daniel 1-6

• Prophetic: 7-12

• The prophetic section of Daniel contains apocalyptic literature. 

• The following quote is taken from Bible Gateway. 



Apocalyptic Literature

• Apocalyptic literature is defined as Jewish and Christian literature 
from 200 BC to AD 100 “containing visions or revelations from God 
concerning the imminent coming of the end of the present evil 
age and the final advent of God’s kingdom.”

• There is a broader definition that includes books such as Daniel, 
Joel, and Ezekiel that contain Revelation-like imagery. 

• “Apocalyptic Literature is marked by imagery and style which are 
striking to say the least.”

• Such as beasts, the dissolving of heavens and earth, etc. 



The Purpose of the Prophecies in Daniel

• The Book of Daniel outlines God’s Scheme of Redemption from the 
time of the Babylonian Empire to the Roman Empire. 

• This means that eschatology is limited to a period of no more than 
1000 years (~600 BC to ~ AD 400).

• However, Daniel restricts this period even more to the time of the 
“last days” of Daniel’s people and nation (Daniel 10:14, 12:7).

• Thus, eschatology is further limited to sometime between 600 BC 
and AD 70. 



Interesting Points About Daniel 2:31-35

• There are five sections of the statue – not four: Gold, Silver, 
Bronze, Iron, Iron/ Clay.

• The stone was cut out of the mountain without hands

• The statue is struck in the feet (Iron/ Clay).

• ALL elements of the statue were crushed and consumed at the 
SAME TIME and were carried away like chaff.

• The stone became a mountain and filled the whole earth. 



The Interpretation of the Dream

• Gold: Babylon

• Silver: Medo-Persia

• Bronze: Greece

• Iron: Rome

• Iron/ Clay: Roman/Jewish Relationship



Justification for Identity of the Clay

• Verse 43 tells us that the iron mixed with the clay “with the seed 
of men.”

• In other words, Rome would mix with God’s chosen people. 

• This is like what occurred with the descendants of Seth in Genesis 
6:1-4. 

• Romans 18:3 tells us that the kings had drunk of the wine of the 
passion of the harlot’s immortality (cf. Revelation 17:18). 

• Jeremiah 18:4, 6 and many other passages refer to Israel as the 
clay.



Iron Mixed with Clay 

• The Roman/Jewish relationship is depicted as beast (Roman) and 
little horn (Jewish) in Daniel 7 and beast (Roman) and harlot 
(Jewish) in Revelation 17. 

• This relationship started out friendly in the intertestamental 
period (Wars, 1.38; 1.48).

• But it devolved, and the Jews began to use Rome in the first 
century to crucify Jesus and persecute the church. 

• See John 11:48; John 19:15; Acts 26:32



“…but they will not adhere to one another.”

• After trying to maintain a somewhat positive relationship with 
Rome in order to hold their power (John 11:48), the zealots had 
had enough, and so they began to rebel. 

• The existing priesthood attempted to maintain a relationship with 
Rome, but they were eventually overcome and a zealot High Priest 
was put in their place. 

• The death of one of the last High Priests, Ananaus, meant the 
doom of the city according to Josephus. 



The Beast Turns on the Harlot

• “I should not mistake if I said that the death of Ananus was the 
beginning of the destruction of the city, and that from this very 
day may be dated the overthrow of her wall, and the ruin of 
her affairs, whereon they saw their high priest, and the 
procurer of their preservation, slain in the midst of their city” 
(Wars, 4.318).

• The iron and clay separated, and Jerusalem was destroyed. 

• What does this mean for our study of Daniel?



When Did the Stone Strike?

• The stone struck the statue in its feet: the iron and clay mixture. 

• The kingdom of God would arrive on the scene and become a 
mountain during this time. 

• When the stone strikes the mountain it “will crush and put and 
end to all of these kingdoms…” (Daniel 2:44). 

• It doesn’t just crush the iron/ clay; it crushes the gold, silver, and 
bronze as well. 



The Point

• In other words, the crushing does not refer to the induvial 
conquering of these kingdoms by the following kingdom. 

• Babylon fell to the Medes in 539 BC, but they wouldn’t be 
crushed by the kingdom of God for several centuries. 

• That’s because Daniel 2 is not primarily about the fall of 
physical empires, but it is about the supremacy of the kingdom 
of God. 

• Though it lists in order the kingdoms, the purpose is to show 
that God’s kingdom is greater than all. 



Daniel 2 is the Basis for Daniel 7-12

• The Four Beasts follow the pattern of the statue in Daniel 2. 

• Thus, the judgement of the little horn cannot be outside of the 
first century. 

• This means that the judgement of Revelation 20, when the “books 
were opened”, is restricted to this time as well. 

• Daniel 10-12 speaks of the last days as well (Daniel 10:14). Why 
would it follow a different pattern that extends past the first 
century or ends prior to it? 

• This mans the resurrection, judgement, etc. are all restricted to 
AD 70!



Jesus and the Kingdom

• Concerning the kingdom, Jesus said He would return in His kingdom 
before some of His disciples would die to reward every man according to 
his works. 

• Revelation 11:15-18 tells us when this would be. 

• “Are we so pressed to find a power text for the kingdom of God that we 
must interpret the ‘power’ that the apostles received of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost to mean the coming of the kingdom of God ‘in power,’ and 
to be the fulfillment of Mark 9:1? Out of desperation rather than 
exegesis, many have attempted this feat, but neither the ‘power’ nor 
the ‘time’ in Acts 2 will meet the textual demands of Mark 9:1 and 
Matthew 16:27-28” (King, The Cross and the Parousia, p.13).



Summary

• The book of Daniel is referenced 110 times in the New 
Testament, so its impact on biblical eschatology cannot be 
ignored. 

• The book of Daniel was fulfilled no later than the first 
century AD. 

• Because of this, all the eschatological sayings found in the 
New Testament must be interpreted in light of Daniel. 

• Either Daniel is speaking of another resurrection of the just 
and the unjust, another time of the end, another last days, 
another coming of the Son of Man, and another judgement, 
or all Bible prophecy was fulfilled no later than the first 
century at the fall of Jerusalem (Luke 21:20-22).


