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Introduction

• The Holy Spirit in the Last Days is probably one of the most misunderstood 

subjects in the Bible. 


• The study of the Holy Spirit is called pneumatology.


• I used to be afraid of the Holy Spirit, because He was a ghost.


• All children were taught to be afraid of ghosts and maybe Casper the “friendly” 

ghost was supposed to subliminally alleviate those fears. 


• Remember the hit movie “Ghostbusters” back in the 80’s or 90’s playing on our 

fear of ghosts?


• So, I was very leery about trying to learn anything about the “Holy Ghost”.


• Every time as a kid I saw people who claimed they had the “Holy Ghost” they were 

always doing or saying very weird things. I wanted no part of it. 



Observation

• As long as your eschatology (study of last things) is 

wrong, your study of of pneumatology (study of the Spirit) 

is going to be wrong. 


• They are inseparable and interconnected.


• You cannot get the eschatology wrong and get the 

doctrine of the Spirit correct. 


• You cannot get the doctrine of the Spirit wrong and get 

the doctrine of eschatology correct.



Bill Lockwood & Stephen  

Wiggins, “Hammer & Tongs”
Every passage in the New Testament which speaks of the Holy Spirit, has Joel 2:28-32


as its background. 


“For one to snatch the passage out of its first century context and slap a twentieth century 

interpretation to it about praying for some imaginary ‘non-miraculous’ reception of the spirit is 

to do vile injustice to the meaning of the verse.” (Stephen Wiggins, Hammer & Tongs, p. 3, 

1992)


Lockwood & Wiggins maintained this position at the time of my debate in Memphis, TN with 

Wiggins, Nov. 1994.


They learned very quickly and quite to their dismay that their pneumatology was in serious conflict 

with their eschatology. 


So what did they do? From Holger’s debate with Bill Lockwood last month in June, he had 

abandoned their pneumatology in an attempt to harmonize it with his eschatology. I’m not sure if 

Wiggins yet holds to it.


Lockwood he failed because he yet believes the eschatological Holy Spirit, i.e. the miraculous work 

ended in the first century.




Objective

• Show the relationship of the Spirit to Eschatology


• Demonstrate that the nature of the Spirit’s work within 

that eschatological framework was miraculous.


• Prove that the work of the Holy Spirit is “eschatological” 

and that, that eschatological work of the Spirit ceased in 

A.D. 70.


• Today we live in the results of that completed work of the 

Spirit.



What We Are Not Saying

• We are not saying that the only time God worked through 

the Spirit was in the category of Scripture classified as 

eschatology or end times.


• We are not saying that prior to the end times, the Holy 

Spirit never worked miracles.


• We are not saying that a relationship with the Holy Spirit is 

not possible today, since A.D. 70.


• We are simply defining the work of the Spirit in the context 

of the New Testament and eschatology of last days.



Special Wonders, Miracles 

and Signs in Egypt
The Past (1st Exodus, birth of the OT nation) 

• He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of 

Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty years. (Acts 7:36)


• This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, The LORD your God will raise 

up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him shall you hear. (v. 37; Deut. 

18:15-19; Acts 3:29-26)


The Future (2nd Exodus, death of the O.T. nation) 

• As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, I will show them wonders. 

[NASV, miracles, RSV, ESV marvelous things, YLT, wonderful things, etc]


• Clearly, there would be a second exodus where God would show forth miracles for 

forty years, i.e. for a generation!



Jerusalem, (NOT America) 

Is Egypt in the N.T.
• He came to His own, Jn. 1:11, Gal. 4:4


• Christ’s death was His “exodus” from the “world below”. (Lk. 9:31; Hos. 

11:1)


•  The ancient “covenant city” of Jerusalem was spiritually called Sodom and 

Egypt.


• “Which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from 

Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar—25) for this 

Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now 

is, and is in bondage with her children— (Gal. 4:24-25)


• Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? Cast out the bondwoman and 

her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the 

free woman. (v. 30)  See also Heb. 12:18-27; Rev. 11:8



Last Days Terminate with the 

40 Years of Spirit’s Ministry

• According to Mic. 7:15 and Acts 7:36, the miraculous signs and wonders 

cannot extend beyond “forty years.”


• Forty years also marks out scope for Joel’s prophecy, in the “last days”.


• The Spirit was poured out until the “great and awesome day of Lord.


• When people ascribe Pentecost to the last days, they not only set up a 
false “eschatology” but a false pneumatology (study of the Holy Spirit). 


• They extend their pneumatology and eschatology to the end of an age 
which has no end.




Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:16-20

16) But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel: 


17) “And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My 

Spirit on all flesh [Jew & Gentile]; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your 

young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams.


18) And on my menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in 

those days; and they shall prophesy; And they shall prophesy.


19) I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: Blood and 

fire and vapor of smoke. 


21) The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the 

coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 


22) And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be 

saved.



Holy Spirit’s 40-Year 

Ministry

• Pentecost A.D. 30 to A.D. 70 = 40 years for the miraculous work of the Spirit


•
The Last Days 

Outpouring of the Spirit, Joel 2:28-32, Acts 2:16-20 

40 Years, Acts 7:36, Mic. 7:15 

End of the Age, Mark. 16:17-20; Matt. 28:19-20

AD 30 AD 70



The Holy Spirit and Daniel 9

The	Old	Testament	points	to	the	destruc3on	of	Jerusalem.	It	is	referred	to	in	several	of	the	

prophets:	Zechariah	14;	Malachi,	Chapters	3	and	4;	as	well	as	Joel	and	Daniel.		

Note	Daniel’s	prophecy	of	the	fall	of	Jerusalem	(Daniel	9:20-27).	Whatever	may	be	the	difficulty	

in	figuring	the	seventy	weeks	in	rela3ons	to	the	fall	of	Jerusalem,	there	cannot	be	any	doubt	

that	it	is	included.	Christ	seTles	this.	MaT.	24	is	a	prophecy	concerning	the	fall	of	Jerusalem.	

In	the	midst	of	the	prophecy,	Christ	said,	“When	ye	therefore	shall	see	the	abomina3on	of	

desola3on,	spoken	of	by	Daniel	the	prophet,	stand	in	the	holy	place,	“	MaT.	24:15).		

Jesus	iden3fies	the	prophecy	of	Daniel	so	as	to	include	the	fall	of	Jerusalem.	Lk.	21:20	makes	it	

clear	that	the	reference	is	to	the	Roman	army.	If	we	can	accept	the	words	of	Christ,	Daniel,	by	

inspira3on,	saw	Jerusalem	fall.	

Work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	Redemp3on,	J.	Franklin	Camp,	p.	46.	



The Holy Spirit and Everlasting 

Righteousness (Dan. 9:24)
• Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city,


• to finish the transgression, 


• to make an end of sins,


• to make reconciliation for iniquity,


• to bring in everlasting righteousness, 

• to seal up vision and prophecy, 


• and to anoint the Most Holy


• For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith, Gal. 5:5


• Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in 

which righteousness dwells. (2 Pet. 3:13)

All Fulfilled in  

A.D. 70  
When the  

Temple Fell



Holy Spirit and “This Generation”



Holy Spirit and the 

Persecution of the Apostles

21) Now brother will be deliver up brother to death, and a 

father his child; and children will rise up against parents and 

cause them to be put to death. 


22) And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he 

who endures to the end will be saved.


23) When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For 

assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the 

cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.  

(Matt. 10:21-23)



Holy Spirit & The 

Persecution of the Apostles



The Holy Spirit and 

Eschatological Suffering
• If all persecution in the N.T. is during the time of the 

eschatological Spirit, then all persecution in the N.T. are 

“eschatological sufferings”. 


• That means these “eschatological sufferings” only continued 

“forty years”.


• We have no tears to shed. The groaning and exile from the 

bondage of sin is over! (Rev. 21:4)


• The kingdom of God is “righteousness, peace and JOY!!! in 

the Holy Spirit. Rejoice always and again I say rejoice! (Rom. 

14:17; Phil. 4:1)



The Holy Spirit & The Coming 

of Christ, 1 Cor. 1:6-8

6) Even as the testimony of Christ as confirmed in you, 


7) so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the 

revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 


8) who will also confirm  you to the end, that you may be 

blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.



The Holy Spirit and the  

End of the Age, Matt. 28:20



The Holy Spirit and 

Judgment, (Jn. 16:7-11)
7) Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I 

go away; for if I do not go away, the Holy Spirit will not come to 

you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. [for forty years]


8) And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and 

of righteousness, and of judgment; 


9) of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 


10) of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see 

Me no more; 


11) of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.



40 Years Between the 

Coming and Going of Christ
• Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in 

Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; 


• if it were not so, I would have told you. I ago to prepare a place for 

you. 


• And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 

you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.


• A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will 

see Me. Because I live, you will live also. (14:19)


• A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and 

you will see Me, because I go to the Father…  (16:16-19; Heb. 10:37)



The Holy Spirit and the 

Destruction of Satan

• Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 

world will be cast out. (Jn. 12:31)


• The Holy Spirit would come and convict the world of 

judgment because the ruler of this world is judged. Jn. 

16:11



The Holy Spirit and the 

Land, Ezk. 36:26-28 
26) I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I 

will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a 

heart of flesh. 


27) I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in y 

statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them. 


28) Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your 

fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God. 


• I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place 

you in your own land. Then you shall know that I, the LORD, 

have spoken it and performed it. (Ezk. 37:14)



The Holy Spirit and the 

Resurrection
• Jesus spoke often of resurrection saying he would raise the dead at the “last day”. 


• In the epistles we learn that the resurrection would be accomplished by and through the Holy 

Spirit. 


• “And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness


• But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from 

the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. (Rom. 

8:10-11)


• For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption 

by whom we cry out, Abba, Father. (Rom. 8:14)


• Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 

ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. (v. 23)


• “…And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, 

‘Abba Father!’” (Gal. 4:4-6)



1 Cor. 15 & 2 Cor. 5

• And God raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by 

His power. 1 Cor. 6:14


• Now he who has prepared us for this very thing is God, 

who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. (2 Cor. 

5:5)


• The resurrection of 2 Cor. 5 = 1 Cor. 15 and was therefore 

accomplished by the eschatological spirit, i.e. the 

miraculous wonders and signs in the last days of the age.



The Holy Spirit and the 

Inheritance, Eph. 1:13-14

13) In him you also trusted, after you heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having 

believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 


14) who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 

redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of 

His glory.


• And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 

were sealed for the day of redemption. (Eph. 4:30)



Summary & Conclusion

• We showed the relationship of the Holy Spirit to eschatology.


• Eschatology cannot be separated from pneumatology. 


• The nature of the Spirit’s work was miraculous, i.e. in signs, wonders, 
miracles and gifts.


• The eschatological work of the Spirit continued for forty years, beginning 
on Pentecost and terminating in A.D. 70.


• Today, we do not live under the miraculous work of the Holy Spirit, but in 
the results of that first century fulfillment. 


• The results of the completed work of Holy Spirit is redemption, 
resurrection and the Presence of Christ in the New Jerusalem.



The Terminal 

Generation
William Bell

PPW 2018



Introduction

• Survey of the meaning and use of the the term this 

generation. 

• Examples in the O.T. & N.T.


• What specific generation is referred to in the N.T.?


• How the Bible has used generation to define and limit the 
fulfillment of prophecy


• Some interpretations and objections given by others



Definition

gen·er·a·tion jenəˈrāSH(ə)n/

noun


1.1.all of the people born and living at about the same time, regarded collectively."one of his generation's 
finest songwriters"

2.synonyms: 

3.age, age group, peer group"people of the same generation”

4. the production of something."methods of electricity generation 

Generation | Define Generation at Dictionary.com


www.dictionary.com/browse/generation 

the entire body of individuals born and living at about the same time: the postwar generation. the term of years, 
roughly 30 among human beings, accepted as the average period between the birth of parents and the birth of 
their offspring.


Generation | Definition of Generation by Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/generation  

Jul 2, 2018 - Definition of generation for English Language Learners. : a group of people born and living during 
the same time. : the people in a family born and living during the same time. : the average length of time between 
the birth of parents and the birth of their children.

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/generation
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/generation


Production of Something

• This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, in the day that the LORD God made the 
earth and the heavens. (Gen. 2:4)


• Generations (Toledoth, pl. Hebrew)


• Second use of our definition: The production of 
something, in this case creation of the world and all things 
in it, i.e. the “generations” of them.


• Same idea exists in the term “re-generation” Job. 14:14; 
Matt. 19:28; Tit 3:5 (palin, again; genesis, birth or origin)



Noah’s Generation, Gen. 7:1

• Then the LORD said to Noah, Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I 
have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation. 

• 1st definition of the term generation. A group of contemporary people all born and living at 
the same time.


• When did Noah and his family enter the ark?


• The flood came seven days later (not thousands of years later, but in that same generation.


• For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, 
and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made.” (Gen. 
7:4)


• Noah entered the ark in the 600th year of his life, and exited a year later, in the 601st 
year of his life, Gen. 7:11, 8:13.


• These were the people living in the time of Noah, and Noah lived in the time of that 
generation. 



Moses’ Generation,  

Gen. 15:13-16

• Here is a specific generation referred to but is clearly not 
the generation that was living in the time that the 
prophecy was given. 


• Yet it specifically, lists the precise generation in which 
the events would occur as the “fourth generation” from 
Abraham.



Gen. 15:13-16

• Then He said to Abram: ‘Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers 
in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four 
hundred years. 


• And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out 
with great possessions. 


• Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a 
good old age.


• But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet complete.


• Note how God distinguished between “this generation” of Noah, and the 
“fourth generation” from Abraham. Clearly Noah’s events were for “his 

generation”, but Abram’s were not for his generation, but the fourth 

generation.



400 Year Prophecy

• There is a Hebrew Israelite group out of Chicago, that believes that the count for 
this prophecy began in 1619, from the time that the first slaves were brought to 
Jamestown VA, during the time of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade.


• They have been on a 400-year countdown which ends next year, 2019, where 
they believe they will break free from oppression in America (Egypt) and rule and 
reign with Christ over “Edomites” whom the call Europeans or white people.


• However, researchers have discovered that the first slaves came to this country 
from Angola, Southwest Africa, in 1607, on a Portuguese ship according to a 
Washington Post article pub. Sept. 


• If true that would be an immediate death blow to their prophecy, as they should 
have been delivered from America 12 years ago.  


• http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/02/
AR2006090201097.html?noredirect=on



Biblical Fulfillment

• In the fourth generation


• Israel sojourned in Canaan 215 years and in Egypt 215 years, (Ex. 12:40) 


• This agrees with Paul’s 430 years for the giving of the Law after the promise was 
made to Abram. (Gal. 3:17)


• Abram, Isaac, Jacob, His twelve sons (4 generations) 


• Levi, Kohath, Amram, Moses (4 generations) or one generation beyond since all in 
that generation died in the wilderness. (Ex. 6:16, 18, 20)


• 215/4 = 54 years per generation on average) 


• Israel came out of Egypt under Moses


• They lived about 3/4 to a century longer than we do today



Israel’s Sojourning 

7)Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: ‘Today, if you will hear HIs voice, 


8) Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness, 


9) Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, and saw My works forty years. 

10) Therefore, I was angry with that generation, and said, ‘They always go astray in 
their heart. And they have not known My ways.’ 


11) So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’


• So the LORD’s anger was aroused against Israel, and He made them wander in 
the wilderness forty years, until all the generation that had done evil in the 
sight of the LORD was gone. (Num. 32:13)


• That entire generation died in the wilderness.



“Perverse and Crooked” 

Generation, Deut. 32:5, 20

• 5) They have corrupted themselves; They are not His children, 
because of their blemish: A perverse and crooked generation.


• 19) Of the Rock who begot you, you are unmindful, and have 
forgotten the God who fathered you.


• 20) And he said: ‘I will hide My face from them, I will see what 
their end will be, for they are a perverse generation.


• 2 Pet. 2:1 “But there were also false prophets among the people 
even as there will be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord 

who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.” 



The Generation to Come, 

Psalm 102:18
• This will be written for the generation to come, that a people yet to be created may praise the 

LORD.


• Therefore, from no on, [death & res. v .14-15] we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. (2 Cor. 
5:16)


• He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. (Col. 1:15). See also Col. 1:18, 
Rev. 3:14; Acts 13:33; Ps. 2:7)


• Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new. (2 Cor. 5:16-17)


• Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which 
lives and abides forever. (1 Pet. 1:23)


• But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nations, His own special people, that 
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 10) 
who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now 
have obtained mercy. (1 Pet. 2:9-10)



Eccl. 1:4

• One generation passes away, and another generation 
comes; but the earth abides forever.



The Genealogy/Generation 

of Christ, Matt. 1-17

• So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen 
generations, from David unto the captivity in Babylon are 
fourteen generation, and from the captivity in Babylon until 
the Christ are fourteen generations.


• Do the math: 14 x 3 = 42 Generations


• Birth of Isaac (1900-1800 B.C.) 1900-1800/42=about 45-42


• That is a pretty close average


• It confirms that a generation is about 40 years.



John, the Coming of Elĳah 

• John, the Baptist, “Elijah who would come before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord. Mal. 3:1, 4:4-5; Isa. 40; Matt. 
17:10-12; Lk. 1:16-17


• Elijah would come to the “terminal generation”. 


• He announces the “about to come” wrath of God


• He announces the coming of the Holy Spirit for the “last 
days” i.e. the terminal generation


• He announces judgment and terminal destruction in 
unquenchable fire



Brood/Generation of Vipers, 

Matt. 3:7

• But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to his baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of 

vipers’! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?’


• brood: a family of young animals, especially of a bird, 
produced at one hatching or birth.


• Synonyms: offspring, young progeny, family, “the bird flew 
to feed its brood



The Terminal Generation

• An even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore 
every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. (Matt. 3:10) 


• Root is the foundation and “life” or food support for the tree.


• To cut off the root and burn it in the fire sounds pretty 
terminal. 


• His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 
clean out His threshing floor, and gather HIs wheat into the 
barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. (v 
12)



This Generation

16) But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to their companions, 


17) and saying: We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
mourned to you, and you did not lament. 


18) For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demons.’


19) The Son of Man came earring and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a 
glutton and a winebibber, a friend tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is 
justified by her children.


Note the connection between John’s coming as Elijah and “this 

generation”.



An Evil Generation, Matt. 

12:38-42
38) Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, ‘Teacher, we want 
to see a sin from You.”


39) But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation seeks 
after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 


40) For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so 
will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.


41) The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a 
greater than Jonah is here


42) The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here…



The Last State Worse, Matt. 

23:43-45

43) When and unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes 
through dry places seeking rest, and finds none.


44) Then he says, ’I will return to my house from which I came.’ 
And when he comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in order.


45) Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more 
wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the 
last state of that man is worse than the first. So shall it also 
be with this wicked generation.




The Last State Worse 

2 Pet 2:20
18)These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness forever* 


19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; 
for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage) 


20) “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in 
them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 


21) For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than having known it to turn from the holy commandment 
delivered to them.” 


23) But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: ‘A dog returns 
to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.



Evil and Adulterous Generation 

Seeks A Sign, Matt. 16:1-4

1) Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him 
asked that He would show them a sign from heaven.


2) He answered and said to them, ‘When it is evening you say, 
‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is read’; 


3) and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is 
read and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the 
face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.


4) A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and 
no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet 
Jonah.” And He left them and departed.” 



Faithless & Perverse 

Generation, Matt. 17:17

• Then Jesus answered and said, ‘O faithless and 

perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How 
long shall I bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 



This Generation 

Matt. 23:33-37

33) Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of Gehenna?


34) ‘Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes some of them you will 
kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from 
city to city, 


35) that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between 
the temple and the altar: All this things will come upon this generation


36) Assuredly, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.


37) O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 
to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, but you were not willing!


38) See! You house is left to you desolate.



This Generation,  

Matt. 24:34
•Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means 

pass away till all these things take place.


•Matt. 23:36-38 = “this generation” living in the time of the 
temple in Jerusalem. 


•Matt. 24:34 = “this generation” living in the time of the 
temple, 24:15-18


•Luke 21:32 = “this generation” living in the time of the 
temple, (Luke 21:20-22)


•Matt. 24:36 = “this generation” living in the time of the 
temple, (2 Thess. 2:4-6)



The Terminal Temple

•There is no other generation that can qualify


•There is no other temple that can qualify


•The terminal temple identifies the terminal 
generation and the terminal generation 
identifies the terminal temple and the terminal 
temple/terminal generation identifies terminal 
Amillennialism, Postmillennialism, 
Dispensationalism, Classic Premillennialism, 
Partial Preterism, and Israel Only



The Perverse Generation, 

Acts 2:40; Phil 2:15

• And with many other words he testified and exhorted 
them, saying, ‘Be saved from this perverse generation. 


• Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you 
may become blameless and harmless, children of God 
without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 

generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world.



Objections

1.Generation does not mean the first century generation, but it means the generation that would see all those 
things.


2.Is it logical to say, “not Noah’s generation” but the generation that would see the flood?


3.Mankind in general? Then some from the flood era should be alive today.


4.If generation means “mankind” in general, then it would mean there are 4 groups of mankind in general, i.e. 
the “fourth generation”? Where are they?


5.Generation means “race”, i.e. the Jewish race. Jew comes from Judea, i.e. one of 12 tribes of Israel.


6.If it’s race, there are 4 races, per Gen. 15;16; and 42 per Matt. 1:17. Race is a myth, (Acts 17:26) racism is a 
reality. (Never heard any other genre or species denied their reality because of color, i.e. horses, pigs, birds, 
cars, houses, clothes, etc.)


7.Eccl. 1:4, if one race passes away and another come, where are the old races that passed away; where are 
the new races? Why haven’t all the existing ones passed away? 


8.Matt. 24:36 is a diving line between two comings?


9.If so, it is a diving line between “two temples”. That is Dispensationalism!



Summary

• This generation in the time of Noah


• The fourth generation in the time of Israel’s deliverance 
from Egypt


• The terminal generation prophesied in Deuteronomy


• The terminal generation of John, (last Elijah) and 
Jesus’ (the last Moses).


• There terminal temple and “terminal futurist eschatology”
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Judgment Day 

 

Matthew 16:24-28 
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must 

deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 25 For whoever wishes to save 

his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 For what 

will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a 

man give in exchange for his soul? 

 

Remember those verses because they’re going to come around again someplace 

else this morning! 

 
27 For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, 

and will then repay every man according to his deeds. 28 “Truly I say to you, there 

are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the 

Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” 

 

Compare with the opening of Matthew 25 judgment. Then compare with 

Revelation 20 and other great white throne statements. 

 

Matthew 25:31 

“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then 

He will sit on His glorious throne. 

 

Take a look at the parallels: 

 

Matthew 16:27 Matthew 25:31 

Son of Man Son of Man 

Going to come in the glory of His 

Father 

Comes in His glory 

With His angels And all the angels with Him 

Will then repay every man He will sit on His glorious throne 

According to his deeds Matthew 25:32-46 

 

Let’s read through Matthew 25 so you can see that the judgment is according to 

deeds: 
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Matthew 25:31-46 
32 All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one 

another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the 

sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on 

His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 

for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you gave Me 

something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a 

stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you 

visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer 

Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You 

something to drink? 38 And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or 

naked, and clothe You? 39 When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to 

You?’ 40 The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent 

that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to 

Me.’ 

 
41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into 

the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was 

hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to 

drink; 43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not 

clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’ 44 Then they themselves 

also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or 

naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ 45 Then He will answer 

them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of 

these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but 

the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

When we look at Matthew 25, there is a great judgment of two groups of people: 

the sheep and the goats. But there is a third group in Matthew 25 interacting with 

the sheep and the goats. That group called, “these brothers of mine.” 

 

Who are they? 

 

Well, a comparison of Matthew 25 and Matthew 10 tells us. 

Here is what we’re looking for: 

 

 Hungry and thirsty  Food and drink 

 A stranger  Invited in 

 Naked (in need)  Clothed (provided for) 

 Sick or in prison  Came to visit 
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Matthew 10:1-42 
1 Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of 

sickness. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who 

is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John 

his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 

James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, 

the one who betrayed Him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: 

“Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 
6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as you go, preach, 

saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 

the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give. 

 
9 Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts, 10 or a bag for your 

journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his 

support. [Provided for] 11 And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is 

worthy in it, and stay at his house until you leave that city. [Invited in] 12 As you 

enter the house, give it your greeting. 13 If the house is worthy, give it your blessing 

of peace. But if it is not worthy, take back your blessing of peace. 14 Whoever does 

not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, 

shake the dust off your feet. 15 Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the 

land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city. 

 
16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as 

serpents and innocent as doves. 17 But beware of men, for they will hand you over 

to the courts and scourge you in their synagogues; 18 and you will even be 

brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the 

Gentiles. 19 But when they hand you over, do not worry about how or what you are 

to say; for it will be given you in that hour what you are to say. [Sick or in prison – 

came to visit] 20 For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who 

speaks in you. 21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and 

children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death. 22 You will 

be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end 

who will be saved. 
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Scripture testifies that the apostles suffered greatly in the first century after the 

ascension of Jesus. It wasn’t until after the ascension of Jesus, though, that they 

were handed over to the courts and scourged in their synagogues and put in prison. 

But it did happen during the first century after the ascension of Jesus. So it is clear 

that Jesus has the period of time after His ascension in mind here. Now look at 

what He says in the next verse: 

 
23 “But whenever they persecute you [apostles] in one city, flee to the next; for 

truly I say to you, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel until the Son 

of Man comes. 

 

This demands that the fulfillment of this passage takes place in the first century. 

Jesus twelve apostles are not still going through the cities of Israel. Therefore, 

unless Jesus made a mistake, His coming took place while they were still going 

through the cities of Israel. 

 
24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. 25 It is enough 

for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave like his master. If 

they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign 

the members of his household! 
 

26 “Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be 

revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 What I tell you in the darkness, speak 

in the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the 

housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but 

rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two 

sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 

your Father. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So do not fear; 

you are more valuable than many sparrows. 

 
32 “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him 

before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, I will 

also deny him before My Father who is in heaven. 

 

That sounds like Matthew 25 – Jesus punishes or rewards those who encounter His 

apostles according to how they treat His apostles because how they treat His 

apostles is synonymous with how they treat Jesus! 
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34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring 

peace, but a sword. 35 For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter 

against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36 and a 

man’s enemies will be the members of his household. 37 “He who loves father or 

mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more 

than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not take his cross and follow 

after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 He who has found his life will lose it, and he who 

has lost his life for My sake will find it. 

 

That’s exactly what Jesus will say in Matthew 16, which we read this morning! 

That was the context where Jesus said that some of His disciples would see the Son 

of Man coming in His kingdom! So we’re being consistent here. We’re keeping all 

of these teachings of Jesus together and seeing He is teaching about the same 

events throughout all of them. 

 

What we’re seeing is that Jesus told His apostles that they were to travel through 

the cities of Israel with the Gospel. 

 

During their travels, there will be some people who would visit them in prison, 

provide for them when they are in need, invite them in for shelter, and give them 

food and water. These are the sheep. On the other hand, there will be some people 

who would not visit them in prison, would not provide for them whey there are in 

need, would not invite them in for shelter, and would not give them food and 

water. These are the goats. 

 

And however the sheep and the goats treat “these brothers of Jesus,” that would be 

the determining factor for how they would be judged. In the end, the actions of the 

sheep and the goats demonstrate whether or not they were willing to receive Jesus 

by faith. 

 

Look at what Jesus says in the very next verse: 

 
40 “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him 

who sent Me.  

 

This is exactly what Jesus taught in Matthew 25 – if they do these things for His 

disciples, they do it for Him. 

 

Now there is one more thing that Jesus taught in Matthew 25 that we haven’t seen 

yet in Matthew 10 – Food and drink. Let’s keep reading. 
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41 He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s 

reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall 

receive a righteous man’s reward. 42 And whoever in the name of a disciple gives 

to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink [Food and drink], 

truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.” 

 

And there it is. So everything Jesus taught in Matthew 25 he taught first in 

Matthew 10 so that nobody would be confused as to who “these brothers of mine” 

are. Yet many people today completely ignore the context and think that the 

judgement of Matthew 25 is still in our future. But this is IMPOSSIBLE! All of the 

apostles are dead! 

 

The great judgement of the sheep and the goats is a covenantal judgement upon 

Israel. That’s why Jesus said that He would come before His apostles finished 

going through the cities of Israel. 

 

Israel is being judged for breaking her covenant with God. That’s why the great 

judgment upon Israel is the fall of Jerusalem. If you destroy Israel’s Temple, you 

destroy Israel’s home; you destroy their covenant. Without a Temple, you cannot 

continue in covenant with God. 

 

This language of “eternal punishment” in Matthew 25 is about covenant judgment. 

It is about permanent the destruction of a nation that God will no longer enter into 

covenant with. Take a look at an example of this idea in Jude 7: 

 

Jude 7 

just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same 

way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are 

exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. 

 

Are Sodom and Gomorrah still on fire? Well the answer is no. But this language of 

eternal fire is covenant judgment. 

 

In case you don’t like that example, take a look at another example from Isaiah 34 

regarding Edom: 
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Isaiah 34:5-10 
5 For My sword is satiated in heaven, Behold it shall descend for judgment upon 

Edom And upon the people whom I have devoted to destruction. 6 The sword of the 

Lord is filled with blood, It is sated with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats, 

With the fat of the kidneys of rams. For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah And a 

great slaughter in the land of Edom. 7 Wild oxen will also fall with them And 

young bulls with strong ones; Thus their land will be soaked with blood, And their 

dust become greasy with fat. 8 For the Lord has a day of vengeance, A year of 

recompense for the cause of Zion. 9 Its streams will be turned into pitch, And its 

loose earth into brimstone, And its land will become burning pitch. 10 It will not be 

quenched night or day; Its smoke will go up forever. From generation to generation 

it will be desolate; None will pass through it forever and ever. 

 

Edom’s fire is not still burning today. Smoke is not still going up. The idea behind 

this language is that their covenant with God is over. They will never have a 

covenant relationship with God again. But the opposite is true as well. Those who 

are righteous will have an eternal covenant with God that will never end. 

 

And how does one become righteous? By receiving Jesus, the very thing Jesus 

taught in Matthew 25 and every else in Scripture was necessary in order to enter 

into eternal life. 

 

In the first century, that was directly related to how Israel received the apostles 

because they were still living in a transitional period where the Old Covenant was 

still in effect. But that judgement is over. Israel, as a geographical nation, will 

never again have a covenant relationship with God. 

 

But Israel, as a spiritual nation, will forever have a covenant relationship with God. 

And who is this Spiritual Israel today? It is the church. 

 

Galatians 3:29 

And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according 

to promise. 

 

Let me now deal with a question that you might still be asking: 

 

Alan, how is this possible? Matthew 16 said that Christ would judge “every man” 

according to his deeds. And Matthew 25 said that “all the nations” would be 

judged. 
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Before I answer that, let me make this worse first. Paul also makes the following 

statements: 

 

Romans 14:10-12 
10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your 

brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 
11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, And 

every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12 So then each one of us will give an 

account of himself to God. 

 

Philippians 2:9-11 
9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name 

which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of 

those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue 

will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Paul Is quoting from Isaiah 45. Let’s see if Isaiah 45 is talking about every person 

who will ever live or not. We’ll just start in verse 22: 

 

Isaiah 45:22-25 
22 “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no 

other. 23 “I have sworn by Myself, The word has gone forth from My mouth in 

righteousness And will not turn back, That to Me every knee will bow, every 

tongue will swear allegiance. 24 “They will say of Me, ‘Only in the Lord are 

righteousness and strength.’ Men will come to Him, And all who were angry at 

Him will be put to shame. 25 “In the Lord all the offspring of Israel Will be 

justified and will glory.” 

 

The context is talking about Israel. “They will say of Me.” Who is they? “They” is 

every knee that will be bow and every tongue that will confess. So who is doing to 

the bowing and the confessing? It is those who believe that “Only in the Lord are 

righteousness and strength.” Well who are they? It is the offspring of Israel in the 

Lord that will be justified and will glory. 

 

Let me show you that statements like “every tongue and every knee and every man 

and all nations” cannot be talking about every person who has ever existed. 
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Deuteronomy 2:25 

This very day I will begin to put the terror and fear of you on all the nations under 

heaven. They will hear reports of you and will tremble and be in anguish because of 

you." 

 

Here, He’s talking to Israel. The nations today don’t presently have the terror of 

Israel. 

 

Deuteronomy 29:24 

All the nations will ask: "Why has the LORD done this to this land? Why this fierce, 

burning anger?" 

 

Have all the nations today asked this? 

 

1 Chronicles 14:17 

So David's fame spread throughout every land, and the LORD made all the nations 

fear him. 

 

Do Africa and Ethiopia and Zimbabwe fear David today? No, because contextually, 

"all the nations" means the nations at that time. 

 

Judges 21:10-11 
10 And the congregation sent 12,000 of the valiant warriors there, and commanded 

them, saying, “Go and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the 

sword, with the women and the little ones. 11 This is the thing that you shall do: you 

shall utterly destroy every man and every woman who has lain with a man.” 

 

Is “every man” here about every person on the planet who will ever exist? Of 

course not. We know that. And frankly, I’m guessing everyone of you think it’s 

ridiculous that anyone would think otherwise. 

 

My point is that just because a text reads “every man,” it does not mean something 

universal. It always has a context. And the context of Matthew 16 and Matthew 25 

is Israel in the first century. This is a covenantal judgment. And yes, every man in 

covenant Israel would be judged. 
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Likewise, every knee bowing and every knee confessing is about Old Covenant 

Israel. Some would bow gladly, some would be forced to bow. But if we simply 

compare Scripture with Scripture, there is absolutely no reason to take these words 

out of context and assume that “every knee and every tongue and every man and 

every nation” means that this judgement must take place in our future. But there is 

ample evidence to demonstrate that all of this refers to the covenant judgment upon 

Old Covenant Israel so that we can have eternal life today in the New Covenant as 

Spiritual Israel. 

 

Will there still be a judgment in our future? Not the way most people think. The 

great white throne judgment is a covenant judgment that took place in the first 

century. It is not a global destruction of the planet and there won’t be an eternally 

long line where you wait for God to open a book and publicly declare all of your 

sins before everyone. 

 

But it appears to me that the Scriptures do teach that if you don’t not submit to 

Jesus and receive Him by faith in this life, then you will follow the judgment of 

Israel in the sense that you will lose any possible of a covenant relationship with 

God forever. 

 

I get this from 1 Peter 4:17-18. Peter is writing in the first century regarding the 

judgment of Israel, the household of God, that was about to take place via the 

destruction of Jerusalem. This is what Peter said about that: 

 

1 Peter 4:17-18 
17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins 

with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of 

God? 18 And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of 

the godless man and the sinner? 

 

The answer is that they will be judged even worse than Israel because there is no 

excuse for refusing to bow the knee to Jesus. He has proven Himself by destroying 

Jerusalem. He will not allow sin to go unpunished. So you can either accept His 

sacrifice for your sin. Of you can suffer for your own sin. The choice is yours. 

 

Acts 17:30-31 
30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the 

world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
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The Glory of God Through the Ages 

 

Daniel 12:4 

But you, Daniel, roll up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end. 

  

Matthew 24:1-3 
1 Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up 

to point out the temple buildings to Him. 2 And He said to them, “Do you not see 

all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another, 

which will not be torn down.” 3 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 

disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things happen, 

and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 

 

1 Corinthians 10:11 

Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for 

our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 

 

Hebrews 9:24-26 
24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true 

one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25 nor was 

it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy place year 

by year with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise, He would have needed to 

suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation 

of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 

 

Ephesians 2:4-8 
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ 

(by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with 

Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might 

show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For 

by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 

of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 

 

1. They were living at the intersection of last old covenant age and the first 

new covenant age. 
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Ephesians 1:18-21 
18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what 

is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 

saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. 

These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He 

brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 

right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 

come. 

 

Galatians 1:3-4 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who 

gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age… 

 

Matthew 24:32-34 
32 “Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become 

tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near; 33 so, you too, when 

you see all these things, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 34 Truly I say to 

you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 

 

Matthew 16:27-28 
27 For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, 

and will then repay every man according to his deeds. 28 “Truly I say to you, there 

are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the 

Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” 

 

 

2. “coming in the glory of His Father” and “coming in His kingdom” are 

synonymous. 

 

 

Matthew 20:20-23 
20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, bowing 

down and making a request of Him. 21 And He said to her, “What do you wish?” 

She said to Him, “Command that in Your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit 

one on Your right and one on Your left.” 22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know 

what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They 

said to Him, “We are able.” 23 He said to them, “My cup you shall drink; but to sit 

on My right and on My left, this is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it 

has been prepared by My Father.” 
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Mark 10:35-40 
35 James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, 

we want You to do for us whatever we ask of You.” 36 And He said to them, “What 

do you want Me to do for you?” 37 They said to Him, “Grant that we may sit, one 

on Your right and one on Your left, in Your glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You 

do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to 

be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 They said to Him, “We 

are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you 

shall be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized. 40 But to sit on My 

right or on My left, this is not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has been 

prepared.” 

 

 

3. What does it look like to come in the glory of His Father? 

 

 

Matthew 24:29-34 
29 “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and 

the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers 

of the heavens will be shaken. 30 And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear 

in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son 

of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 31 And He will 

send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect 

from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. 32 “Now learn the parable 

from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near; 33 so, you too, when you see all these things, 

recognize that He is near, right at the door. 34 Truly I say to you, this generation 

will not pass away until all these things take place. 

 

 

A. It is the tribes (Israel) of the earth/land that will mourn. (not the 

Americans and the Russians and Canadians – we aren’t part of the tribes). 

 

 

B. “They” will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds. 
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Revelation 1:7 

Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who 

pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. 

Amen. 

 

Matthew 26:63-64 

The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if 

you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say 

to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 

the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 

Matthew 26:65-66 
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why 

do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 
66 What do you think?” “He is worthy of death,” they answered. 

 

Daniel 7:13-14 
13 “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One 

like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was 

presented before Him. 14 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, 

That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His 

dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom 

is one Which will not be destroyed. 

 

Isaiah 19:1 

See, the Lord rides on a swift cloud and is coming to Egypt. 

 

Jeremiah 4:13 

Look! He advances like the clouds, his chariots come like a whirlwind. 

 

Ezekiel 30:3-5 
3 For the day is near, the day of the Lord is near – a day of clouds, a time of doom 

for the nations. 4 A sword will come against Egypt, and anguish will come upon 

Cush. When the slain fall in Egypt, her wealth will be carried away and her 

foundations torn down. 5 Cush and Libya, Lydia and all Arabia, Kub and the people 

of the covenant land will fall by the sword along with Egypt. 

 

Psalm 104:3-4 

… He makes the clouds his chariots and rides on the wings of the wind. He makes 

winds his messengers, flames of fire his servants. 
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C. Nowhere does the Bible teach that every human who ever lived will see the 

Son of Man coming on the clouds, in glory, or in His kingdom. 

 

 

1 John 3:2 

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will 

be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him 

just as He is. 

 

John 14:18-24 
18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 After a little while the 

world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live 

also. 20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in 

you. 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; 

and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will 

disclose Myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, what then has 

happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?” 
23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and 

My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. 
24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear 

is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me. 

 

Hebrews 9:23-28 
24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true 

one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25 nor was 

it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy place year 

by year with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise, He would have needed to 

suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation 

of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes 

judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 

appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly 

await Him. 

 

 

D. The glory of God can only be seen spiritually by those who understand 

cloud language and those who love Him. 
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Acts 1:9-11 
9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, 

and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently 

into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside 

them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? 

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the 

same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” 

 

1 Peter 3:18 

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 

bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 

 

Romans 7:5 

For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the 

Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. 

 

Romans 8:8-9 

… and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. However, you are not in the 

flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

 

Romans 9:3 

For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of 

my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 

 

Galatians 4:4-5 
4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 

born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that 

we might receive the adoption as sons. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 
1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and our gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken from your 

composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, 

to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive 

you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of 

lawlessness is revealed… 
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Matthew 24:23-27 
23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He is,’ do not 

believe him. 24 For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great 

signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. 25 Behold, I have 

told you in advance. 26 So if they say to you, ‘Behold, He is in the wilderness,’ do 

not go out, or, ‘Behold, He is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe them. 27 For just 

as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the 

coming of the Son of Man be. 

 

4. The glory of God is seen through love in the new covenant. It was seen 

through law in the old covenant. 
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The Olivet Discourse -The Foundation of NT Eschatology

Matthew 24-25 serves as the fountain from which virtually all NT eschatology 
flows.

Paul & Thessalonians 

John & Revelation

There are two basic positions (with minor variants) about the 
“Discourse”

1. The Disciples asked about two subjects. The fall of Jerusalem 
and the end of the world – the end of the Christian age.

2. Dispensational says Matthew 24 does not even address AD 
70. 



Setting the Context- Matthew 23 -Jesus’ Temple Speech
Matthew 23:34-39- Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: 
some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your 
synagogues and persecute from city to city, 35 that on you may come all the 
righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood 
of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and 
the altar. 36 Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this 
generation. 37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as 
a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 38 See! Your 
house is left to you desolate; 39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you 
say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ ”

Jesus’ temple speech is the context for the Olivet Discourse!



Setting the Context

What would automatically have come to the apostles’ minds when they heard 
Jesus’ prediction of the Temple’s destruction in Matthew 23?

Their knowledge of history and prophecy would suggest several things:

They knew that the BC 586 destruction of Jerusalem was:
The Day of the Lord!

The Presence of the Lord  (prosopon- LXX)- Josephus even used Parousia!

The destruction of “heaven and earth”

The coming out of heaven

The coming with a shout

The coming on the clouds

They would have thought of every constituent element that evangelical Christianity 
associates with the “end of time.” But, they knew that in the BC 586 Day of the 
Lord, none of these things happened literally, visibly, “physically.”



BC 586 Was the Coming of the Lord!
• Zephaniah 1:2-16: “I will utterly consume everything From the face of the land,” 

Says the LORD; 3 “I will consume man and beast; I will consume the birds of the 
heavens, The fish of the sea, And the stumbling blocks along with the wicked. I 
will cut off man from the face of the land,” Says the LORD. 4 “I will stretch out My 
hand against Judah, And against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem. I will cut off 
every trace of Baal from this place, The names of the idolatrous priests with the 
pagan priests— 5 Those who worship the host of heaven on the housetops; Those 
who worship and  wear oaths by the LORD, But who also swear by Milcom; 6 Those 
who have turned  back from following the LORD, And have not sought the LORD, 
nor inquired of Him.” 7 Be silent in the presence of the Lord GOD; For the day of 
the LORD is at hand, For the LORD has prepared a sacrifice; He has invited His 
guests.”… The great day of the LORD is near; It is near and hastens quickly. The 
noise of the day of the LORD is bitter; There the mighty men shall cry out. 15 That 
day is a day of wrath, A day of trouble and distress, A day of devastation and 
desolation, A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick 
darkness, 16 A day of trumpet and alarm…”



BC 586 Was the Destruction of Creation!
• Jeremiah 4:23-29 - I beheld the earth, and indeed it was without form, 

and void; And the heavens, they had no light. 24 I beheld the 
mountains, and indeed they  trembled, And all the hills moved back 
and forth. 25 I beheld, and indeed there was no man, And all the birds 
of the heavens had fled. 26 I beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a 
wilderness, And all its cities were broken down At the presence of the 
LORD, By His fierce anger. For thus says the LORD: “The whole land shall 
be desolate; Yet I will not make a full end. 28 For this shall the earth 
mourn, And the heavens above be black, Because I have spoken. I 
have purposed and will not relent, Nor will I turn back from it. 29 The 
whole city shall flee from the noise of the horsemen and bowmen.
They shall go into thickets and climb up on the rocks. Every city shall be
forsaken, And not a man shall dwell in it.”



In BC 586- (And earlier) The Lord Came Down Out of Heaven!
Micah 1:2-10 (Against Samaria and Jerusalem)- Hear, all you peoples! Listen, O earth, and 
all that is in it! Let the Lord GOD be a witness against you, The Lord from His holy temple. 
3 For behold, the LORD is coming out of His place; He will come down And tread on the 
high places of the earth. 4 The mountains will melt under Him, And the valleys will split 
Like wax before the fire, Like waters poured down a steep place. 5 All this is for the 
transgression of Jacob And for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the transgression of 
Jacob? Is it not Samaria? And what are the high places of Judah? Are they not Jerusalem? 
6 “Therefore I will make Samaria a heap of ruins in the field, Places for planting a 
vineyard; I will pour down her stones into the valley, And I will uncover her foundations. 
7 All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces, And all her pay as a harlot shall be 
burned with the fire; All her idols I will lay desolate, For she gathered it from the pay of a 
harlot, And they shall return to the pay of a harlot.”

Isaiah 64:1-4: Oh, that You would rend the heavens! That You would come down! That 
the mountains might shake at Your presence— 2 As fire burns brushwood, As fire causes 
water to boil— To make Your name known to Your adversaries, That the nations may 
tremble at Your presence! 3 When You did awesome things for which we did not look, 
You came down, The mountains shook at Your presence.”

• Cf. Psalms 18 / Psalms 144:5-8, etc.



When the Lord Came In Vindication of Israel- #1
Isaiah 30:27-33 – “Behold, the name of the LORD comes from afar, Burning with His 
anger, And His burden is heavy; His lips are full of indignation, And His tongue like a 
devouring fire. 28 His breath is like an overflowing stream, Which reaches up to the 
neck, To sift the nations with the sieve of futility; And there shall be a bridle in the 
jaws of the people, Causing them to err. 29 You shall have a song As in the night 
when a holy festival is kept, And gladness of heart as when one goes with a flute, 
To come into the mountain of the LORD, To the Mighty One of Israel. 30 The LORD

will cause His glorious voice to be heard, And show the descent of His arm, With 
the  indignation of His anger And the flame of a devouring fire, With scattering, 
tempest, and  hailstones. 31 For through the voice of the LORD Assyria will be 
beaten down, As He strikes with the rod. 32 And in every place where the staff of 
punishment passes, Which the LORD lays on him, It will be with tambourines and 
harps; And in battles of brandishing He will fight with it. 33 For Tophet was
established of old, Yes, for the king it is prepared. He has made it deep and large; 
Its pyre is fire with much wood; The breath of the LORD, like a stream of  
brimstone.



When the Lord Came In Vindication of Israel #2
Isaiah 31:4-9:  “For thus the LORD has spoken to me: “As a lion roars, And a young 
lion over his prey (When a multitude of shepherds is summoned against him, He
will not be afraid of their voice Nor be disturbed by their noise), So the LORD of 
hosts will come down To fight for Mount Zion and for its hill. 5 Like birds flying 
about, So will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem. Defending, He will also deliver it; 
Passing over, He will preserve it.” 6 Return to Him against whom the children of 
Israel have deeply revolted. 7 For in that day every man shall throw away his idols 
of silver and his idols of gold—sin, which your own hands have made for 
yourselves. “Then Assyria shall fall by a sword not of man, And a sword not of 
mankind shall devour him. But he shall flee from the sword, And his young men 
shall become forced labor. 9 He shall cross over to his stronghold for fear, And his 
princes shall be afraid of the banner,” Says the LORD, Whose fire is in Zion And 
whose furnace is in Jerusalem.”



Making the Point
Jesus – the Second Jeremiah – foretold the coming desolation of Jerusalem, just as 
his forerunner. 

The disciples were intimately aware of the earlier destruction, and the language 
used to describe that event– and similar events in their history.

Israel even had four fasts commemorating the BC 586 destruction- the Day of the 
Lord (Zechariah 8; in the 10th, 4th, 5th and 7th months).

To suggest that in Matthew 24 the disciples were asking their questions in total 
isolation, divorced from their knowledge of the catastrophe of BC 586 – or the 
language of the prophets in describing that event as the day of the Lord, the 
coming of the Lord, the presence of the Lord, is untenable and illogical.

So, if the disciples that the fall of Jerusalem in BC 586 was the Day of the Lord, His 
coming out of heaven, on the clouds, in flaming fire, etc., and yet, He had not 
come literally, visibly, bodily in that earlier event, what is the basis for claiming 
that they had an earth burning, time ending event at the end of the Christian age 
in mind in Matthew 24:3?



In The Glory of the Father
Consider: “The Son of Man will come in the glory of the Father, with his angels, and 
shall judge every man according to his works, Verily I say to you, there are some 
standing here that shall not taste of death until they see the Son of Man coming in 
his kingdom.

Jesus said his coming, in judgment, to reward all men, was to be “in the glory of 
the Father”– like the Father had come! How had the Father come?

John 5:21-23- “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but 
what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like 
manner. 20 For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself 
does; and He will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel.”

Jesus would come as the Father had come; He would judge as the Father had 
judged! This precludes a literal, visible, bodily, physical coming of Christ in 

judgment!

Where would / did the disciples in Matthew 24 have any different idea?



An Incredible Irony!
Amazingly both Amillennial and Postmillennial commentators agree:

Christ came in AD 70.

He came on the clouds.

He came with the angels

He came with the sound of the Trumpet

He came to gather the elect!

He came at the end of the age!

It is agreed that Matthew 24:29-31 utilizes “typical prophetic language” that is not 
to be taken literally.

Thus, they agree (by implication) that what the disciples asked about was fulfilled 
in AD 70!

Yet, they claim that what happened was not what the disciples asked about!



Peter – The Day of the Lord - Isaiah 64- And the Olivet Discourse

The Coming Of The Lord Of 2 Peter 3 Is The Coming Of The Lord To Bring In The New 
Creation (2 Pet. 3.13).

The Coming Of The Lord Of 2 Peter 3 Was The Coming Of The Lord Foretold In Isaiah 64-
66– To Bring In The New Creation.

But, The Coming Of The Lord Of Isaiah 64-66 Was A Coming Of The Lord As The Lord 
Had Come Before: “When You Came Down, The Mountains Shook, The Nations 

Trembled...” (64:1-3)

Therefore, The Coming Of The Lord (the Parousia- Matthew 24:3) Of 2 Peter 3 Would Be A 
Coming Of The Lord As The Lord Had Come Before: “When You Came Down, The 
Mountains Shook, The Nations Trembled...”-- A Non-bodily, Non-visible, Historical Day Of 
The Lord!

Unless the disciples were asking about a radically different Day of the Lord from that 
foretold in 2 Peter 3 (Isaiah 64-66) – it always assumed that they were asking about the 
same Day of the Lord - then of necessity, that precludes the Parousia in Matthew 24 from 
being an earth-burning, time ending event at the end of the Christian age!

Where would the disciples have gotten the idea of an end of time, end of the 
Christian Age coming of Christ? Where is the OT prophecy of that?

•© 2018 DON K. PRESTON



Assumptions Put On Trial
The common assumption is that the disciples were asking about the “end of time”, 
end of the Christian age, physical coming of Christ out of heaven, as a 5’5” Jewish 
man riding on a literal cumulus cloud.

To establish this assumption, one has to ignore key Biblical truths:

1. The Disciples knew of the BC 586 Destruction of the Temple, and knew that 
time did not end, the literal, physical creation was not destroyed. 

2. The Disciples were intimately familiar with the OT use of “Apocalyptic 
language”– language that sounds like “end of time” but, which cannot be 
construed literally without doing violence to that language. It was invariably 
metaphoric, highly wrought, language to describe God’s actions within history–
never to end world history.

3. The Disciples knew that the Jerusalem Temple did NOT represent the Christian 
Age!  It was the very expression of the Law of Moses. 

They thus knew that the destruction of Jerusalem was to be the end of that age-
not the end of the Christian age.



Assumptions Found Wanting!
The futurist view of the Disciples’ questions is based on faulty assumptions that cannot 
be proven:
1. The disciples clearly knew that time / creation did not end in BC 586.

2. To prove that they had the end of the Christian age / time in mind, one must prove –
definitively- that either:

A. The disciples knew of OT prophecies of the end of time / Christian age and had those prophecies in 
mind in Matthew 24:3,… or,
B. They were ignoring the OT definition of the Day of the Lord and the metaphoric interpretation of 
“Day of the Lord” language, or …
C. They knew of the metaphoric use of the OT Day of the Lord language, but, in their mind and 
question, they were not interpreting that language literally.
D. They knew of a previous prophecy of Jesus that foretold the end of time / Christian age and had 
that prophecy in mind when they asked about the destruction of the temple.

3. To sustain the traditional view, it must be proven that although the disciples knew that 
the Temple did not represent the New Covenant age, they were nonetheless thinking of 
that when they asked their questions!
None of these things can be sustained! The fact is that the traditional futurist views of 
Matthew 24:3 are fundamentally flawed. 

That means the disciples were asking about one thing: The Coming 
of Christ, at the end of the Old Covenant Age of Israel– in AD 70.





One Subject or Two: A Critical Question
Basic assumptions: 

#1- The Disciples were asking about Jesus’ physical, bodily coming at the end of time– the end of the Christian age.

a. Where would the disciples have gotten the idea of a literal, bodily, physical coming of Christ?

b. Where would the disciples have gotten the idea of the end of the Christian age?

#2- The disciples were confused and mistakenly linked the coming of Christ and the end of the (Christian) age with 
the fall of the Temple

• 1.) Dispensationalist Thomas Ice says: “The disciples apparently thought that all three items, destruction of the 
Temple, the sign of Christ' s coming, and the end of the age would occur at the same time. Yet this is not the 
cas.”(www.raptureready.com/featured/ice/AnInterpretationofMatthew24_25_2.html). Ice cites other 
Dispensationalists that likewise affirm that the disciples were mistaken or confused.

• 2.) Amillennialist Kim Riddlebarger, says, “It would be quite natural for the disciples to wrongly assume that the 
end of the age and the destruction of Jerusalem would be the same event. But this assumption may not be 
correct, for the destruction of temple, cataclysmic as it would be, was not the end of the age, nor did the Lord 
return in AD 70.” (Kim Riddlebarger, A Case for Amillennialism, (Grand Rapids; Baker, 2003), 161).

• 3.) Postmillennialist Keith Mathison says: “The disciples’ question indicates that in their mind the destruction of 
temple and the close of the redemptive history are closely related in time. They do not conceive of any significant 
temporal delay between the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of redemptive history.  Jesus’ response to their 
question, however, indicates that their understanding is in need of some correction.” (Keith Mathison, From Age 
To Age, The Unfolding of Biblical Eschatology, (Philippsburg, NJ;  P and R Publishing, 2009), 372).



Were the Disciples Confused, Or, Just Simply Wrong?

We know that the disciples were, in fact, confused about much of Jesus’ teaching:

Matthew 15:17- About what defiles a man

Mark 4- In regard to the parable of the soils- “If you don’t understand this, how will 
you understand all of the parables?

Matthew 16- Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.

John 14- “Lord, show us the Father”– “Have I been so long with you, and you do 
not understand??

He criticized them for not understanding what he said about his impending death 
and resurrection (Mark 9:32; Luke 24:25f; John 14).

So, while the disciples assuredly were often confused, or mistaken, the question is, 
How do we know they were confused all of those times?

We know because the text says so, because Jesus said so

Where does it say they were confused in the Discourse? It doesn’t!



Jesus, the Disciples and the End of the Age 
• Matthew 13:39-43

The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are the angels. 40 Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the 
fire, so it will be at the end of this age. 41 The Son of Man will send out His angels, 
and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who 
practice lawlessness, 42 and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

Jesus was teaching about the end of the age- (not the end of the world / not the 
end of time!)- and used a form of the same distinctive Greek term (sunteliea
aionos) that the disciples later asked about in Matthew 24:3.

Jesus said that the end of the age would be when the righteous would shine forth 
in the kingdom– a direct citation of Daniel 12:3



Daniel, Jesus and the End of the Age
Daniel 12:1-4 - “At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands 
watch over the sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as 
never was since there was a nation, Even to that time. And at that time your 
people shall be delivered, Every one who is found written in the book. 2 And many 
of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to  everlasting life, 
Some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise shall shine Like the 
brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the 
stars forever and ever.”

Daniel foretold the Great Tribulation- which Jesus posited for his generation

Daniel foretold the resurrection- which is the harvest

Daniel foretold the time of the end; in the LXX it is the suntelia- just like in 
Matthew 13:39!

Daniel foretold the righteous shining in the kingdom- Jesus did as well.

All of these things were to be fulfilled “When the power of the holy people is 
completely shattered” (Daniel 12:7)



Jesus, Daniel and the End of the Age
Jesus’ prophecy of the end of the age and harvest, when the righteous would 
shine in the kingdom is the reiteration of the prophecy of Daniel 12.

But, the prophecy of Daniel 12 posited the end of the age and harvest, when the 
righteous would shine in the kingdom, at the time when the power of the holy 
people would be completely shattered (Daniel 12:7).

Therefore, Jesus’ prophecy of the end of the age and harvest, when the righteous 
would shine in the kingdom, would be fulfilled when the power of the holy 
people would be completely shattered.

Israel’s power– her only power – was her covenant relationship with God!



Do You Understand These Things?
After teaching the disciples about his coming, the harvest and the end of the age, in Matthew 13:51 Jesus asked his disciples: 
“Have you understood all of these things?”   They said “Yes.” This is a critical question for it has a direct bearing on our 
understanding of the eschatology of Jesus and particularly Matthew 24.

• Matthew 13 and Matthew 24 are about the end of the age. The same basic distinctive Greek term is used in both texts. Both 
passages speak of the gathering (Daniel 12:3; Matthew 24:31). Both passages are dealing with God’s promises to Israel and 
the fate of Israel. Daniel 12 emphatically  posits the kingdom, the gathering, the resurrection / harvest at the time of Israel’s 
destruction. Jesus directly alludes to Daniel 12:3. Jesus then asked the disciples if they understood what he had said, and they 
affirmed that they did!

• Now, did the disciples know that Daniel 12 foretold the end of the age? Who can deny that? Did they understand that Daniel 
foretold the resurrection? It can hardly be missed. Did they comprehend that there was a direct connection between the end 
of the age, the kingdom, the resurrection, and the destruction of Israel, as Daniel so clearly states? Well, they said they 
understood what Jesus was saying! And Jesus was citing Daniel’s prophecy of the end, the resurrection and the destruction of 
Israel.

• If the end of the age in Matthew 13 is the end of the age in Daniel 12, then the end of the age in Matthew 13 would be when 
Israel’s covenant “power” was shattered- came to an end.

• If the end of the age in Matthew 13 is the end of the age in Matthew 24, then the end of the age of Matthew 24 would be 
when Israel’s covenant “power” was shattered- came to an end.

The disciples said they understood what Jesus said about the end of the age in Matthew 13.



Do you understand? – Yes!
The disciples said they understood what Jesus said about the end of the age in Matthew 13.

But Jesus’ discourse in Matthew 13 is drawn from Daniel 12 which predicted the end of the age when Israel was shattered.

Therefore, unless the disciples lied about understanding Jesus’ discourse about the end of the age in Matthew 13– and its 
undeniable connection to Daniel 12– then unless it can be definitively proven that they did in fact not understand what Jesus 
said in Matthew 13, it is prima facie evident that the disciples were not confused to connect the destruction of the Temple with 
the end of the age!

Did the disciples lie in Matthew 13 when they said they understood Jesus’ appeal to Daniel about the end of the age?

Did the disciples forget what Jesus said in Matthew 13 when they asked their questions in Matthew 24? Even if they had 
somehow forgotten it, that does not invalidate the actual connection between the end of the age and the destruction of Israel
found in Daniel / Matthew 13!

Did the disciples misapply Jesus’ application of Daniel, in Matthew 13? What is the proof of that? Daniel and Matthew 13 are 
predictive of the end of Israel’s age at the time of her destruction. The end of that age at the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Temple is what prompted the disciples’ questions in Matthew 24. So, where would the misapplication be?

Did the disciples not understand what Jesus said in Matthew 16:27-28? Was the disciples’ understanding of Jesus’ teaching 
worse than that of the Pharisees in Matthew 21, so much so that although the Pharisees understood that Jesus was speaking of 
their impending judgment at the coming of the Lord, the disciples just did not get it? Did the disciples not comprehend Jesus’ 
emphatic declaration of the coming judgment of the city that had killed the prophets? How dense were Jesus’ disciples?



MATTHEW 13 MATTHEW 16:27-28

PAROUSIA (V. 39) PAROUSIA (V. 27)

WITH THE ANGELS (39F) WITH THE ANGELS (27)

GATHERING GATHERING

ISRAEL’S PROMISES ISRAEL’S PROMISES

JUDGMENT JUDGMENT

KINGDOM KINGDOM

AD 70– DANIEL 12:3, 7!! SOME STANDING HERE!



Matthew 13 and Matthew 24- Who Was Confused
In Matthew 13:39f Jesus spoke of the coming “end of the age” (sunteleia aionos) when 
the righteous would shine as the stars in the kingdom.

When the disciples asked about the end of the age in Matthew 24:3 they used a form of 
the identical Greek term  (sunteleias tees aionos).

Unless there were to be two end of the ages, then the disciples were asking about the 
same end of the age in Matthew 24 as Jesus instructed them about in chapter 13.

In Matthew 13 he told them the end would be the fulfillment of Daniel, which would be 
when Israel’s “power” was shattered.

In Matthew 24 they were asking for a sign of when this would be.

These are not two distinct events. This is not two different ends of two different ages!

When the disciples said they understood, it is the height of arrogance to say that they did 
not understand.

When he explained that the end would be in fulfillment of Daniel, it is misguided to claim 
that he was talking about something totally unrelated to the destruction of Israel’s 
power!



What Shall Be the Sign of the End of the Age?
Fact: The disciples asked about the end of the age—not the end of the kosmos- not the 
end of time!

The Jewish concept of the ages:

There were two overarching ages

The Age of Moses and the Law- This is what they called “this age.”

The Age of Messiah and the New Covenant- This was called “the age to come.”

The Age of Moses and the Law was supposed to end

The Age of Messiah and the New Covenant was to never end; It would have “no end!”

If the disciples shared this common view of the ages, then they would not have been 
asking about the end of the New Covenant Age of Christ anyway!

Why would they link the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple with the end of the endless 
Christian age – especially when the Christian age had not even begun yet?

What Age Did the Jerusalem Temple Represent?





Matthew 16:27-28 Matthew 24:29-34 Matthew 25:31f

Coming of the Son of Man Coming of the Son of Man Coming of the Son of Man

With the angels With the angels With the angels

Coming in glory Coming in glory Then shall he sit on the 

throne of his glory

In judgment / reward Coming in Judgment--

gathering

Gathering of the nations

Coming in the kingdom Coming in the kingdom (Luke 

21:28-31)

Enter thou the kingdom

Some standing here This generation What is the difference! We 

must know!!          41-3



But of That Day And Hour No Man Knows
Matthew 24:36 has been called the “Continental Divide” of the Olivet Discourse.

Up to that verse, Jesus spoke of “those days” but now, he speaks of “that day and 
hour.”

No one knows that day, not the angels, not the son, but the Father (Mark 13 
version)

This supposedly demands that he was changing the subject from his coming in 
judgment of Jerusalem in AD 70, to the end of the Christian age (which has no end 
anyway!) 

This overlooks Zechariah 14- a prediction of AD 70- which the prophet said was a 
day known the Lord!

I suggest that this overlooks the Festal reference found in the language!

Rosh HaShanah– the feast concerning which “no man knows the day or the hour!”

Most of all, it overlooks Jesus’ teaching on the Revelatory Spirit



“That Day” and the Revelatory Spirit
• When Jesus spoke those words he did not know – only the Father knew the time 

of Christ’s coming.

• John 16:7-13:

• Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to 
you. 8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 
10 of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 11 of 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 12 “I still have many things to 
say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of 
truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His 
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things 
to come.”

• When the Spirit was given, He would guide the Apostles into knowledge of 
“things to come” and things concerning the judgment!



That Day and the Revelatory Spirit - #2

When the Spirit was given, He would guide the Apostles into knowledge of 
“things to come” and things concerning the judgment!

Every one of the epistles was written after the outpouring of the Spirit on 
Pentecost– Acts 2.

What did those apostles, inspired by the Spirit, sent by the Father who knew the 
time of Christ’s coming, say about the coming Day of the Lord?

See Doug Wilkinson’s book, Parousia Time Statements where he chronicles over 
300 time indicators of imminence in the NT– over 300!

Romans 13:11-12- ”And do this, knowing the time, (Kairos– appointed time) that 
now it is (the hour; the hour) high time to awake out of sleep; for now our 
salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is 
at hand.”

How did Paul know what time it was? How did he know what “HOUR” it was? 



The Father, Revelation, The Son and The Day
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God (The Father who knew the day and the 
hour) gave Him to show His servants—things which must shortly (en tachei) take 
place. And He (the Father who knew the day and the hour) sent and signified it by 
His angel to His servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads and 
those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are 
written in it; for the time is near.”

Revelation is the unveiling of Christ and the Day of the Lord – his coming in 
judgment.

The Father, who knew the Day and the Hour of that event, was revealing that time 
to Christ, who revealed that to reveal it to the angel, so that the angel could then 
reveal the Father’s will to John and the churches. What did the Father reveal?

These things must (dei) shortly (en tachei) come to pass

The appointed time is at hand



The Hermeneutic of Anachronism
Matthew 24:36 is the lynch-pin for the dual application of the Olivet Discourse.

If Jesus was not changing the subject in verse 36 there is no “continental divide”– the 
Discourse is about one subject– the coming of Christ at the end of the Old Covenant age 
of Moses and the Law!

Jesus did not know the day and the hour of that end when he spoke the discourse–
although he did know the generation.

But, his promise that the Father would send the Spirit to guide the apostles into the truth 
about the future “things to come” events concerning the judgment had not taken place 
when he spoke those words!

Even in Acts 1, when Jesus told his disciples “it is not for you to know the times and the 
seasons” he immediately told them of the impending coming of the Revelatory Spirit–
who was to guide them into knowledge of the day of the Lord! 

When that Spirit was given, those apostles, inspired by the Father, said “the coming of 
the Lord has drawn near”– “the end of all things has drawn near”- “in a very, very little 
while, the one who is coming will come and will not delay!”

To apply Matthew24:36 to those Post Pentecost, Post reception of the Spirit, is a 
Hermeneutic of Anachronism. It is simply wrong! What was true when Jesus spoke 
those words in Matthew, was no longer true when the Spirit was given by the Father!



But of That Day And Hour No Man Knows
Matthew 24:36 has been called the “Continental Divide” of the Olivet Discourse.

Up to that verse, Jesus spoke of “those days” but now, he speaks of “that day and 
hour.”

No one knows that day, not the angels, not the son, but the Father (Mark 13)

This supposedly demands that he was changing the subject from his coming in 
judgment of Jerusalem in AD 70, to the end of the Christian age (which has no 
end anyway!) 

This overlooks Zechariah 14- a prediction of AD 70- which the prophet said was a 
day known the Lord!

I suggest that this overlooks the Festal reference found in the language!

Rosh HaShanah– the feast concerning which “no man knows the day or the 
hour!”

Most of all, it overlooks Jesus’ teaching on the Revelatory Spirit



“That Day” and the Revelatory Spirit
When Jesus spoke those words he did not know – only the Father knew the time of 
Christ’s coming.

John 16:7-13: “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go 
away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will 
send Him to you. 8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 of 
righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 11 of 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 12 “I still have many things to 
say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of 
truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own 
authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 
come.”

When the Spirit was given, He would guide the Apostles into knowledge of 
“things to come” and things concerning the judgment!



That Day and the Revelatory Spirit - #2
When the Spirit was given, He would guide the Apostles into knowledge of 
“things to come” and things concerning the judgment

Every one of the epistles was written after the outpouring of the Spirit on 
Pentecost – Acts 2.

What did those apostles, inspired by the Spirit, sent by the Father who knew 
the time of Christ’s coming, say about the coming Day of the Lord?

See Doug Wilkinson’s or Tony Denton’s book. 

Romans 13:11-12- ”And do this, knowing (eidotes) the time, (Kairos– appointed 
time) that now it is (the hour) high time to awake out of sleep; for now our 
salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day 
is at hand.”

1 Thess. 5- “You brethren, are not in darkness concerning that day.”

How did Paul know what time it was? 

How did he know what “HOUR” it was? 



The Father, Revelation, The Son and The Day
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God (The Father who knew the day and 
the hour) gave Him to show His servants—things which must shortly (en tachei) 
take place. And He (the Father who knew the day and the hour) sent and 
signified it by His angel to His servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of 
God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 3 Blessed is he 
who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written in it; for the time is near.”

Revelation is the unveiling of Christ and the Day of the Lord – his coming in 
judgment.

The Father, who knew the Day and the Hour of that event, was revealing that 
time to Christ, who revealed that to reveal it to the angel, so that the angel could 
then reveal the Father’s will to John and the churches. What did the Father 
reveal?

These things must (dei) shortly (en tachei) come to pass

The appointed time is at hand



The Hermeneutic of Anachronism
Matthew 24:36 is the lynch-pin for the dual application of the Olivet Discourse.

If Jesus was not changing the subject in verse 36 there is no “continental divide”–
the Discourse is about one subject– the coming of Christ at the end of the Old 
Covenant age of Moses and the Law!

Jesus did not know the day and the hour of that end when he spoke the discourse–
although he did know the generation.

But, his promise that the Father would send the Spirit to guide the apostles into 
the truth about the future “things to come” events concerning the judgment had 
not taken place when he spoke those words!



Hermeneutic of Anachronism- Acts 1
Acts 1:6-8: “When they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will 
You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not 
for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 
8 But (alla) you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.”

When that Spirit was given, those apostles, said “the coming of the Lord has 
drawn near”– “the end of all things has drawn near”- “in a very, very little while, 
the one who is coming will come and will not delay!”

To apply Matthew24:36 to those Post Pentecost, Post reception of the Spirit, is a 
Hermeneutic of Anachronism. It is simply wrong! What was true when Jesus 
spoke those words in Matthew, was no longer true when the Spirit was given by 
the Father!



Revelatory Spirit and Luke 21:8

“And He said: “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My 
name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go 
after them.”

Jesus condemned premature declarations of the nearness of the end. 

Luke 21:29 - “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 When they are already 
budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near. 31 So you 
also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is 
near. 32 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all 
things take place. 

When the disciples saw the signs of the end, they could proclaim the end was 
near!



The Revelatory Spirit and the Epistles
The warning against premature declarations of the nearness of the end was known and 
taught

What did the disciples, after the receiving of the Revelatory Spirit, and seeing the signs, 
have to say about the nearness of the end?

Hebrews 10:37 – “in a very, very little while, the one who is coming will come and will 
not delay.”

James 5:8 -- the Parousia (which is the kingdom) has drawn near.

1 Peter 4:5, 7, 17– “the end of all things has drawn near”-- *****

Peter heard Jesus’ warnings

Peter used almost the precise words of Jesus!

If the end was not truly near, then peter was one of the false 
prophets that Jesus warned him about!

It means that the Father caused Peter to be a false prophet!



The Unity of the Olivet Discourse
The Unity of the Discourse is proven in a variety of 

ways

We have shown that the disciples’ questions were 
strictly about the fall of the city and temple– i.e. That 
the language of the coming of the Lord and end of 
the age were prophetically tied to the fall of 
Jerusalem

HOWEVER, We will also prove this by examining 
Matthew 25 in light of four themes:

1. The Wedding of the Son of Man at his coming

2. The absent master, his return and the judgment

3. The resurrection and entrance into the kingdom

4. The Coming of the Son of Man



#1- Matthew 25:1f- WHOSE WEDDING IS IT?

Matthew 25 Is The Marriage Of Christ At His 
Coming.

The Promise Of The Wedding Belonged To Old 
Covenant Israel! 

Hosea 2.19 – God Divorced Israel, But Would 
Remarry Her In The Last Days– In The 
Resurrection (5.14 ► 6.1-2)!

Isaiah 62.1-12– Marriage At The Parousia!

Matthew 25 Is About The Fulfillment Of God’s 
Promises To Israel For Her Last Days!
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MATTHEW 25, GOD, THE REMARRIAGE OF ISRAEL-#1

Any View Of Matthew 25 That Ignores God’s
Divorce And Remarriage Of Israel Is Deficient.

God Had Divorced The Ten Tribes (Hosea 1-2)

He Could Not Divorce Judah–Until Messiah 
Came And Old Covenant Fulfilled!

God Would Finally Divorce Judah As He Had 
Divorced Israel– Mat. 21.43; Revelation 17-19

But, God Would Make A New Covenant With 
All Israel– When He Married Her (Jer. 31; Hos

2.19f) 
• © 2018 DON K. PRESTON



The Wedding and Matthew 22
And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and 

said: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who 
arranged a marriage for his son, 3 and sent out his servants to 
call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were 
not willing to come. 4 Again, he sent out other servants, 
saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my 
dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are

ready. Come to the wedding.” ’ 5 But they made light of it and 
went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 
6 And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, 
and killed them. 7 But when the king heard about it, he was 
furious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed those 
murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then he said to his 
servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited 
were not worthy. 9 Therefore go into the highways, and as 
many as you find, invite to the wedding.’



MATTHEW 22 AND THE WEDDING

MATTHEW 22– THE WEDDING OF CHRIST OCCURRED 
AT THE  DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM (MAT. 22.1-7 
– NOT Postponed For 2000 years!!!).

MATTHEW 25.1-13– WEDDING OF CHRIST OCCURS 
AT HIS PAROUSIA —THE RESURRECTION OF 1 COR. 
15!

THEREFORE, MATTHEW 25 IS ABOUT CHRIST’S 
COMING AT THE TIME OF THE FALL OF 
JERUSALEM– THE UNITY OF THE DISCOURSE IS 
ESTABLISHED! 

© 2018 DON K. PRESTON



MATTHEW 25—REVELATION 19

The Wedding Of Christ In Matthew 25-at The 
Parousia- Is The Wedding Of Revelation 
19:6f.

But The Wedding Of Revelation 19 Would 
Occur At The Destruction Of Babylon, The 
City Where The  Lord Was Slain, (Rev. 11:8), 
I.E. Jerusalem.

Therefore, The Wedding Of Christ Of Matthew 
25 -at The Parousia- Was At The Destruction 
Of Jerusalem

• © 2018 DON K. PRESTON



ISRAEL’S PROMISES DELAYED?

Matthew 25.1f Is The Parousia And Resurrection

But, The Parousia And Resurrection Are The Old Covenant 

Promises Made To Old Covenant Israel!

Christ’s Parousia Has (supposedly) Been Delayed 2000 Years

However Long You Posit The Delay Of The Parousia And 

Resurrection, It Is That Long That You Extend God’s 

Relationship With Israel As God’s Covenant People And 

The Fulfillment Of His Promises To Her!

Question: Has God Delayed The Fulfillment Of 

His Old Covenant Promises To Israel For 2000 

Years?
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THE MASTER TARRIES-MAT. 22

The Wedding Of Matthew 25 Is The Wedding Of 

Matthew 25– At The Parousia.

Tradition Says The Wedding Of Matthew 25 Has Not 

Occurred Although The Betrothal Took Place 2000 

Years Ago! (The Master Delays!)

But, The Wedding Occurred At The Fall Of Jerusalem 

In AD 70 (Mt. 22.1-7).

Therefore, no “Delay”, extends beyond That 

Generation (Mt. 24.34)

Certainly Not 2000 Years!
• © 2018 DON K. PRESTON



# 2- The Departed / Absent Master

Matthew 25:14f – Master departed – gave talents – returned to judge the 
servants.

Mark 13:34– Son of Man is as a man taking a far journey, he gave authority 
to his servants – AD 70- Mark 13 has no reference to any other coming!

Luke 19 - Departed- Occupy till I come – returned in judgment- AD 70

Luke 12 – Departed – Gave talents to servants– returned - AD 70

Exactly How is 1 Cor. 15 / Psalms 110 different?

Jesus departed to receive the kingdom– He gave authority to 
his servants; “He gave gifts to men” (Eph. 4:8)!

They were to Occupy until he came

At the right hand- ruling in the midst of his enemies

He Would Return to Put Down His Enemies!

What is the Hermeneutic of Distinction?
• © 2012 DON K. PRESTON



1 He spoke another parable, because He was near 

Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom 

of God would appear immediately. 12 Therefore He 

said: “A certain nobleman went into a far country 

to receive for himself a kingdom and to return. 
13 So he called ten of his servants, delivered to 

them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do business till 

I come.’ 14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a 

delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this 

man to reign over us.’ 15 “…… But bring here those 

enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign 

over them, and slay them before me.’ ”  (Luke 

19:11-27)



MATTHEW 25:14F LUKE 19

MASTER WENT AWAY MASTER WENT AWAY

GAVE TALENTS GAVE TALENTS

WICKED SERVANTS WICKED SERVANTS

MASTER’S RETURN MASTER’S RETURN

JUDGMENT JUDGMENT

WHO REJECTED THE KINGDOM? 

ROMANS 10.20F– OLD COVENANT ISRAEL!

JUDGED AT THE PAROUSIA!
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The LORD said to my Lord,

“Sit at My right hand,

Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”
2 The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion.

Rule in the midst of Your enemies!
3 Your people shall be volunteers

In the day of Your power;

In the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning,

You have the dew of Your youth.
4 The LORD has sworn

And will not relent,

“You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek.”
5 The Lord is at Your right hand;

He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath.
6 He shall judge among the nations,

He shall fill the places with dead bodies,   Psalms 110:1-4



Until I make Thy Enemies Thy Footstool
Psalms 110 – Sit at my right hand– Enthronement– until–
Waiting– Rule in the midst of your enemies, until I make your 
enemies your footstool– The Day of His Wrath

Luke 19:11 – A man went to a far country to receive a 
kingdom– enthronement at the right hand– waiting- (ruling in 
the midst of his enemies) to return– to make his enemies his 
footstool in judgment- Bring those who would not have me 
rule over them and slay them!

Commentators commonly apply Luke 19 to the AD 70 
judgment coming of Christ!

What is the Hermeneutic of Distinction Between Luke and 
Psalms?

Is this two enthronements / Absences?

Are these two kingdoms?

Is this the subjugation of two enemies?

Is it two parousias?
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#3- Matthew 25, Resurrection, Kingdom and the 

Unity of the Discourse

Matthew 25:31f is the resurrection and 

entrance into the kingdom

If it can be proven that Matthew 25:31f 

was fulfilled at the end of the Old 

Covenant age in AD 70 this will prove 

the Unity of the Discourse



Isaiah 25:6-8– The Great Resurrection Banquet!

“And in this mountain, The LORD of hosts will make for 

all people A feast of choice pieces, A feast of wines on 

the lees, Of fat things full of marrow, Of well-refined 

wines on the lees. 7 And He will destroy on this 

mountain The surface of the covering cast over all 

people, and the veil that is spread over all nations. 8 He 

will swallow up death forever, And the Lord GOD will 

wipe away tears from all faces;  The rebuke of His 

people He will take away from all the earth; For the LORD

has spoken.”

This is the Resurrection Banquet!



Matthew 8:10-12
“When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said 

to those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to 

you, I have not found such great faith, not 

even in Israel! 11 And I say to you that many 

will come from east and west, and sit down 

with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom 

of heaven. 12 But the sons of the kingdom will 

be cast out into outer darkness. There will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

This is the Messianic Resurrection Banquet of 

Isaiah 25!



When Shall These Things Be?

Abraham would sit at the Resurrection Banquet in the 
Kingdom when the sons of the kingdom were cast out. 

Isaiah 25:1-2- When the Temple and City Destroyed

Isa. 65= New Creation & Banquet when OC Israel destroyed-
Not remembered!

Matthew 22- The Wedding at the destruction of the city 
(Babylon-Rev. 19)

Luke 13:28f- You shall see Abraham…in the kingdom, and 
you yourselves cast out.”

1 Cor. 15:55-56- The resurrection at the end of “the law” 
that was the strength of sin

Galatians 4:22-31– Cast out the bondwoman and her son!

Not at the end of time or the (endless!) Christian age



#3- Matthew 8, Resurrection, Kingdom and the Unity 

of the Discourse

Matthew 25:31f is the resurrection and 

entrance into the kingdom

Matthew 8 is the resurrection and 

entrance into the kingdom

Matthew 8 fulfilled when the sons of the 

kingdom were cast out

Sons of the kingdom cast out in AD 70

Therefore, Matthew 25 fulfilled in AD 70-

and the Unity of the Discourse is proven



#4 - The Coming of the Son of Man
Matthew 16:27-28 — The Son of Man will come

Matthew 24:29-31- The will see the Son of Man Coming

Matthew 26:64 – “you will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of heaven”

The coming of the Son of Man on the clouds of Glory is 
directly from Daniel 7:13f

Daniel 7 is restricted to the days of the fourth kingdom–
Rome!

Therefore, unless one can prove that Matthew 25:31f 
is a radically different coming of the Son of Man–

distinct from Daniel, different from chapter 16, 24 and 
26- this is definitive proof that Matthew 25:31 was 

fulfilled in AD 70!



Conclusion

We have examined Matthew 25 in light of four key 
eschatological themes:

1. The Wedding of the Son of Man at his coming

2. The Absent Master, his Return and Judgment

3. The Resurrection and Entrance Into The Kingdom

4. The Coming of the Son of Man.

The prophetic background, with the NT evidence 
proves that these things were to be fulfilled in the 
first century- when the sons of the kingdom were 
cast out.

That means that all of Matthew 25 was fulfilled in 
AD 70 - and the Olivet Discourse is United!
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Psalms 110– Luke 19

Luke 19– “A man went into a far country to receive a 
kingdom, and to return... ‘We will not have this man 
to rule over us!’”

Ps. 110— “Rule in the midst of our enemies,”

The king returns: “Bring those citizens before me that 
would not have me rule over them, and destroy 
them!”  “He shall fill the valleys with the bodies of 
the kings in the day of his wrath” (v. 7)!

The Day of the Lord’s wrath– when the last enemy 
was put down was the judgment of those who 
refused His rule / kingdom– Old Covenant Israel!

If these are not the same, what is the difference?



Setting the Context of Matthew 8:11

The resurrection of 1 Corinthians 15 would be in 

fulfillment of Isa. 25:6-8- (1 Cor. 15:54-55)- entrance into 

the Kingdom

Abraham reclining at the Banquet in the Kingdom –Mat. 

8:11- would be the fulfillment of Isaiah 25:6-8

Therefore, Matthew 8:11 is about the resurrection of 1 

Corinthians 15.



ISRAEL’S PROMISES DELAYED?

Matthew 25.31ff Is The Parousia And Resurrection

But, The Parousia And Resurrection Are The Old Covenant 

Promises Made To Old Covenant Israel!

Christ’s Parousia Has Now Been Delayed 2000 Years?

However Long You Posit The Delay Of The Parousia And 

Resurrection, It Is That Long That You Extend God’s 

Relationship With Israel And The Fulfillment Of His 

Promises To Her!

Question: Do You Believe That God Has Delayed The 

Fulfillment Of His Old Covenant Promises To Israel For 

2000 Years?
• © 2018 DON K. PRESTON



RETURN TO REIGN! ???

TRADITION SAYS: AT HIS PAROUSIA, CHRIST CEASES TO RULE (1 COR. 
15.24F)

BUT ACCORDING TO ALL OTHER VERSES, HE WOULD ENTER FULLY INTO 
HIS RULE

MATTHEW 25– AT HIS COMING– HE SITS ON THE THRONE OF HIS 
GLORY!

LUKE 1.32F– HIS THRONE / KINGDOM WILL NEVER END

LUKE 19– HE WOULD RETURN TO REIGN!

EPHESIANS 5– PRESENTS THE CHURCH TO HIMSELF

REVELATION 11.16F– HIS THRONE IS FOREVER AND EVER

REVELATION 19-22– SITS ON THE THRONE FOREVER!

HE WOULD RETURN TO SIT, TO RULE AND REIGN –
NOT QUIT!

• © 2018 DON K. PRESTON



THE MASTER TARRIES!

We Are Told That Jesus Has Delayed His Coming For 
2000 Years!

However Long The Delay Of The Master, It Is That 
Long That The Kingdom Has Been Delayed: “The 
Kingdom Of Heaven Is Like…”

Revelation 11:15f– At the destruction of the city 
“where the Lord was slain” “the kingdoms of this 
world have become the kingdoms of our God and 
of His Christ.”

Where is the justification for delaying the kingdom 
beyond that?

Luke 10:8– “Nevertheless, the kingdom has drawn 
near!”

© 2018 DON K. PRESTON
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The Use of Daniel in the New Testament 

• 78 Allusions and 32 Echoes (NT Use of OT – Logos Tool)

• No less than 110 references total makes it the eights most 
referenced book.

• Revelation alone contains 48 allusions and 19 echoes – 67 
references.

• Thus, our interpretation of Daniel controls our interpretation on 
Revelation. 

• If we are off on Daniel, we will be off on Revelation. 



The Impact of Daniel on NT Eschatology

• NT eschatology is a misnomer: The New Testament has no unique 
eschatology apart from the Old Testament. 

• In other words, NT eschatology is OT eschatology. 

• Every major eschatological theme is found in Daniel. 

• Again, if we are off on Daniel, we are off on eschatology as a 
whole!

Eschatological Themes in Daniel

The Last Days: Daniel 2:28 >> Hebrews 1:1
The Kingdom: Daniel 2:44-45 >> Mark 1:15
The Judgement: Daniel 7:9-10 >> Matthew 25:31
The Resurrection: Daniel 12:2 >> Acts 24:14-15
The End: Daniel 12:9 >>` Matthew 24:3, 14

Eschatological Themes in Daniel

The Last Days: Daniel 2:28 >> Hebrews 1:1
The Kingdom: Daniel 2:44-45 >> Mark 1:15
The Judgement: Daniel 7:9-10 >> Matthew 25:31
The Resurrection: Daniel 12:2 >> Acts 24:14-15
The End: Daniel 12:9 >>` Matthew 24:3, 14



The Divisions of Daniel

• The Book of Daniel is divided into a primarily prophetic section 
and a primarily narrative section. 

• I say primarily because there is some overlap.

• Narrative: Daniel 1-6

• Prophetic: 7-12

• The prophetic section of Daniel contains apocalyptic literature. 

• The following quote is taken from Bible Gateway. 



Apocalyptic Literature

• Apocalyptic literature is defined as Jewish and Christian literature 
from 200 BC to AD 100 “containing visions or revelations from God 
concerning the imminent coming of the end of the present evil 
age and the final advent of God’s kingdom.”

• There is a broader definition that includes books such as Daniel, 
Joel, and Ezekiel that contain Revelation-like imagery. 

• “Apocalyptic Literature is marked by imagery and style which are 
striking to say the least.”

• Such as beasts, the dissolving of heavens and earth, etc. 



The Purpose of the Prophecies in Daniel

• The Book of Daniel outlines God’s Scheme of Redemption from the 
time of the Babylonian Empire to the Roman Empire. 

• This means that eschatology is limited to a period of no more than 
1000 years (~600 BC to ~ AD 400).

• However, Daniel restricts this period even more to the time of the 
“last days” of Daniel’s people and nation (Daniel 10:14, 12:7).

• Thus, eschatology is further limited to sometime between 600 BC 
and AD 70. 



Interesting Points About Daniel 2:31-35

• There are five sections of the statue – not four: Gold, Silver, 
Bronze, Iron, Iron/ Clay.

• The stone was cut out of the mountain without hands

• The statue is struck in the feet (Iron/ Clay).

• ALL elements of the statue were crushed and consumed at the 
SAME TIME and were carried away like chaff.

• The stone became a mountain and filled the whole earth. 



The Interpretation of the Dream

• Gold: Babylon

• Silver: Medo-Persia

• Bronze: Greece

• Iron: Rome

• Iron/ Clay: Roman/Jewish Relationship



Justification for Identity of the Clay

• Verse 43 tells us that the iron mixed with the clay “with the seed 
of men.”

• In other words, Rome would mix with God’s chosen people. 

• This is like what occurred with the descendants of Seth in Genesis 
6:1-4. 

• Romans 18:3 tells us that the kings had drunk of the wine of the 
passion of the harlot’s immortality (cf. Revelation 17:18). 

• Jeremiah 18:4, 6 and many other passages refer to Israel as the 
clay.



Iron Mixed with Clay 

• The Roman/Jewish relationship is depicted as beast (Roman) and 
little horn (Jewish) in Daniel 7 and beast (Roman) and harlot 
(Jewish) in Revelation 17. 

• This relationship started out friendly in the intertestamental 
period (Wars, 1.38; 1.48).

• But it devolved, and the Jews began to use Rome in the first 
century to crucify Jesus and persecute the church. 

• See John 11:48; John 19:15; Acts 26:32



“…but they will not adhere to one another.”

• After trying to maintain a somewhat positive relationship with 
Rome in order to hold their power (John 11:48), the zealots had 
had enough, and so they began to rebel. 

• The existing priesthood attempted to maintain a relationship with 
Rome, but they were eventually overcome and a zealot High Priest 
was put in their place. 

• The death of one of the last High Priests, Ananaus, meant the 
doom of the city according to Josephus. 



The Beast Turns on the Harlot

• “I should not mistake if I said that the death of Ananus was the 
beginning of the destruction of the city, and that from this very 
day may be dated the overthrow of her wall, and the ruin of 
her affairs, whereon they saw their high priest, and the 
procurer of their preservation, slain in the midst of their city” 
(Wars, 4.318).

• The iron and clay separated, and Jerusalem was destroyed. 

• What does this mean for our study of Daniel?



When Did the Stone Strike?

• The stone struck the statue in its feet: the iron and clay mixture. 

• The kingdom of God would arrive on the scene and become a 
mountain during this time. 

• When the stone strikes the mountain it “will crush and put and 
end to all of these kingdoms…” (Daniel 2:44). 

• It doesn’t just crush the iron/ clay; it crushes the gold, silver, and 
bronze as well. 



The Point

• In other words, the crushing does not refer to the induvial 
conquering of these kingdoms by the following kingdom. 

• Babylon fell to the Medes in 539 BC, but they wouldn’t be 
crushed by the kingdom of God for several centuries. 

• That’s because Daniel 2 is not primarily about the fall of 
physical empires, but it is about the supremacy of the kingdom 
of God. 

• Though it lists in order the kingdoms, the purpose is to show 
that God’s kingdom is greater than all. 



Daniel 2 is the Basis for Daniel 7-12

• The Four Beasts follow the pattern of the statue in Daniel 2. 

• Thus, the judgement of the little horn cannot be outside of the 
first century. 

• This means that the judgement of Revelation 20, when the “books 
were opened”, is restricted to this time as well. 

• Daniel 10-12 speaks of the last days as well (Daniel 10:14). Why 
would it follow a different pattern that extends past the first 
century or ends prior to it? 

• This mans the resurrection, judgement, etc. are all restricted to 
AD 70!



Jesus and the Kingdom

• Concerning the kingdom, Jesus said He would return in His kingdom 
before some of His disciples would die to reward every man according to 
his works. 

• Revelation 11:15-18 tells us when this would be. 

• “Are we so pressed to find a power text for the kingdom of God that we 
must interpret the ‘power’ that the apostles received of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost to mean the coming of the kingdom of God ‘in power,’ and 
to be the fulfillment of Mark 9:1? Out of desperation rather than 
exegesis, many have attempted this feat, but neither the ‘power’ nor 
the ‘time’ in Acts 2 will meet the textual demands of Mark 9:1 and 
Matthew 16:27-28” (King, The Cross and the Parousia, p.13).



Summary

• The book of Daniel is referenced 110 times in the New 
Testament, so its impact on biblical eschatology cannot be 
ignored. 

• The book of Daniel was fulfilled no later than the first 
century AD. 

• Because of this, all the eschatological sayings found in the 
New Testament must be interpreted in light of Daniel. 

• Either Daniel is speaking of another resurrection of the just 
and the unjust, another time of the end, another last days, 
another coming of the Son of Man, and another judgement, 
or all Bible prophecy was fulfilled no later than the first 
century at the fall of Jerusalem (Luke 21:20-22).



Dating and Overview of 
Revelation

Daniel Rogers – PPW 2018



When Was Revelation Written? 

• There are two main thoughts: the early date (sometime in the 
60s) and the late date (96).

• The late date is held for three main reasons: a comment made 
by Irenaeus, an alleged persecution by Domitian, and counting 
Augustus as the first king of Revelation 17:10.  

• Before we put forth evidence for the early date, which I hold, 
we will break down these three late date arguments. 



Irenaeus 

• Irenaeus’ statement, which is found only in the writings of 
Eusebius, is incapable of producing a reliable date of Revelation 
because of the ambiguity of the grammar. “…it would have been 
announced by him who beheld the apocalyptic vision, For [it or 
he] was seen not very long time since, but almost in our day, 
towards the end of Domitian’s’ reign.”



Domitian Persecution – or lack thereof 

• Assuming that Irenaeus was speaking of the date of the 
Revelation and not speaking of John being seen – and if he is 
right in making such a comment – some sort of tribulation must 
be found during the reign of Domitian (Revelation 1:9). Thus, 
Domitian has been charged with the mass slaughter of 
Christians.

• “Neither Tacitus, Suetonius, or nor Pliny, all of whom resided in 
Rome (Tacitus and Pliny were members of the Roman Senate 
during Domitian’s reign), leave any record of any kind of 
campaign against Christians. This appears strange considering 
that Tacitus and Suetonius both left a record of Nero’s 
persecution against Christians.”



Augustus is the First King?

• Josephus indicates that the Jews regarded Julius as the first 
emperor. He called Augustus the second, Caligula the third, and 
Tiberius the fourth (Antiquities, 18.2.2; 16.6.2; 18.6.10).

• Not only can we look to Jewish history, but Roman historians 
regarded Julius as the first Caesar. The name of a work by 
Suetonius (AD 69 – after AD 121), published in AD 121, is 
entitled The Twelve Caesars. Julius Caesar was the first Caesar 
he covered.



Internal Evidence or External Evidence?

• External evidence is evidence that is found outside of 
Scripture. 

• Internal evidence is evidence within the Bible. There are two 
types of internal evidence: remote and contextual. 

• By remote I mean passages outside of Revelation that help date 
it. 

• By contextual I mean passages within Revelation that assist in 
the date. 

• External evidence is interesting, but it is nothing more than an 
uninspired authority. If the internal evidence contradicts the 
external evidence, we must accept the former. 



Internal Evidence

• Kenneth Gentry and RC Sproul both provide sources for 
external evidence, but we will be focusing on the internal 
evidence. 

• We will survey five major points: 

• Time statements

• Remote evidence in the gospels

• Remote evidence in the Old Testament

• Contextual evidence in Revelation 11

• Remote Evidence in the Olivet Discourse 



J Stuart Russell’s Outline

• Prologue (Revelation 1:1-8)

• The Vision of the Seven Churches (Revelation 1-3)

• The Vision of the Seven Seals (Revelation 4-7)

• The Vision of the Seven Trumpets (Revelation 8-11)

• The Vision of the Sun-clad Woman (Revelation 12-14)

• The Vision of the Seven Vials (Revelation 15-16)

• The Vision of the Great Harlot (Revelation 17-20)

• The Vision of the Bride (Revelation 21-22:5)

• Epilogue (Revelation 22:6-21)



Wallace’s and Ogden’s Outlines

• The Visional Prologue (Revelation 1-3)

• The Apocalypse of the Conquering Christ (Revelation 4-11)

• The Apocalypse of the Victorious Church (Revelation 12-22)

• The Seven Churches of Asia (Revelation 1-3)

• The Heavenly Apocalypse (Revelation 4-11)

• The Earthly Apocalypse (Revelation 12-20)

• The New Jerusalem (Revelation 21-22)



The Major and Minor Climaxes in Revelation

• Each division in Russell’s outline has what we call a “minor 
climax” while each division in Wallace and Ogden’s outline has 
a “major climax”.

• All of these various visions are retelling of the same account 
from different perspectives. 

• This is the Revelation not Revelations!



Revelation 4-11

• The sixth seal brings about the day of the wrath of God, the 
passing away of Heaven and Earth, and the rewarding of the 
followers of God (chapter 7). This leads into the seven trumpets 

• The seven trumpets retell the story of the seals, and it ends 
with the day of the wrath of God, the destruction of the city 
where the Lord was slain (Revelation 11:8 – Jerusalem), the 
coming of the kingdom with power, and the judgement of all 
men (Revelation 11:18).



Revelation 12-20

• The vision of the sun-clad woman retells many of the same 
events from the first half of the Apocalypse, and it ends with 
Babylon (i.e. Jerusalem) falling (Revelation 14:8).

• Following that vision, the vision of the bowls of wrath is seen. It 
ends much like the others: the great day of God Almighty 
(Revelation 16:14). Babylon falls during the seventh bowl 
(Revelation 16:19).

• Finally, the vision of the harlot is seen. This vision is included 
here to compare her to the bride of Revelation 19, 21-22. This 
vision ends with Babylon falling, the coming of Christ, the 
marriage of the lamb, the defeat of Satan, and the great white 
throne judgement. 



Three Major Themes of Revelation

• The themes of Revelation will be discussed in detail in the next 
section, but they are the themes of the victory of Christ, the 
judgement of un-repentant Old Covenant Israel, and the 
vindication of the martyrs.

• The focus of Revelation is on the “at hand” period in the late 
60s when Rome and Judea warred. This was the fulfillment of 
all things written that had yet to be fulfilled up to that point 
(Luke 21:20-22). Josephus serves as a wonderful, secular 
eyewitness of these events. The book previously mentioned by 
Russell details much of that. 



The Victory of Christ

• The word “Revelation” means to reveal or unveil, but many 
believe that it is impossible to understand the book of 
Revelation, and any attempts to do so are guesses at best. 

• In Luke 17:30, the word ἀποκαλύπτω is used to describe the 
destruction of Jerusalem in AD70. The parallels with the Olivet 
Discourse and Luke 17 demonstrate this conclusively. 

• In other words, the Olivet Discourse is about the same subject 
as the book under consideration: the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 

• The Revelation, therefore, inherits the timeline of Matthew 
24:34!



The Victory of Christ (cont.)

• Revelation is about the victory of the lamb that was slain. 

• Jesus’ crucifixion is the focal point of God’s scheme of 
redemption. Without the sufferings of Christ, there are no 
glories to follow (1 Peter 1:11; cf. v. 13). 

• It depicts His victory over Satan, Death, the kingdoms of the 
world, and his enemies. 

• This means that all these major victories are included in the 
“this generation”, “must shortly come to pass”, “at hand”, and 
“quickly” time frame. 



The Judgement of Un-Repentant Israel

• Revelation contains no less than 413 allusions to the Old 
Testament, 175 echoes, and 2 quotations according to the New 
Testament. 

• John the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, and the other writers and 
speakers within the New Testament said plainly that their 
eschatological hopes and promises were rooted in Old Covenant 
promises made to Old Covenant Israel. 

• While these promises included resurrection, the kingdom of 
God, and the presence of God, they also included judgement, 
wrath, and destruction. 

• John’s usage and reliance upon the Old Testament should speak 
volumes as to the theme and focus of the book, and it should go 
far in helping one determine the identity of Babylon. 



The Judgement of Un-Repentant Israel (c.)

• Acts 3:23 tells us that at the revelation of Jesus from Heaven, 
He would destroy those that rejected Him from among the 
people. How could this be if “the people” ceased to exist at the 
Cross?

• Matthew 8:10-12 tells us that at the coming of the kingdom and 
the time of the resurrection banquet, the ‘sons of the kingdom’ 
(as opposed to the Gentiles who would believe) would be cast 
out. 

• Revelation contains both themes (Revelation 19:11-19; 19:7-
10).

• Revelation 1:7 compared to Zechariah 12:10 demonstrates this 
perfectly. 



Vindication of the Martyrs

• The subject of the vindication of the martyrs is one of the 
central themes in Revelation. It is also the key to properly 
identifying the Harlot of Revelation 19. 

• Babylon in Revelation was guilty of killing…

• …the saints (Revelation 17:6, 18:24).

• …the witnesses of Jesus (Revelation 17:6).

• …the apostles (Revelation 18:20).

• …the prophets (Revelation 18:20, 24).

• …all who have been slain on the earth (Revelation 18:24).

• …Jesus (Revelation 11:8).



Vindication of the Martyrs (cont.)

• The list above, even if you aren’t willing to count Revelation 
11:8, limits the identity of Babylon to an entity that existed in 
the first century and would be judged in a time that could be 
called “at hand”. 

• Most people propose Rome or Jerusalem, but who was it that 
Jesus condemned for killing the prophets? 

• Whose judgement was within that generation?

• Whose judgement was the focus of Old Testament prophecy?

• JERUSALEM 



Vindication of the Martyrs (cont.)

• Matthew 23:19-36 is inescapable. 

• What city would be judged within that generation for killing the 
prophets and all of the faithful back to Abel? Jerusalem.

• Jesus said in Luke 13:33, “…it cannot be that a prophet would 
perish outside of Jerusalem.” 

• The plain time statements of Matthew 23 and 24 line up 
perfectly with the timeframe of Revelation. 

• Not only that, but the subject matter is the same! 

• The Harlot Babylon is Jerusalem, and she was judged within 
that generation in AD 70. 



The Impact of Revelation on Eschatology

• The impact of Revelation on eschatology is willfully overlooked 
by those who hold a preterist view of Revelation while 
maintaining a yet-future judgement, resurrection, coming of 
the Lord, destruction of the heavens and the earth, etc. 

• All of these themes are present in Revelation. 

• All of these themes, as in the histories and epistles of the New 
Testament, were rooted in Old Covenant promises made to Old 
Covenant Israel. 

• Where is the evidence in the Old Covenant for two judgements, 
two ends, two destructions of the heavens and the earth, etc.? 



The Impact of Revelation on Eschatology (c)

• However we interpret Revelation dictates how we interpret 
every other eschatological passage. I encourage you to be 
honest with the time statements, consistent with your 
interpretations, and dependent upon all of Scripture for your 
eschatological position – and not just 27/ 66 books. 
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WHAT ABOUT TIME?
The End of the Beginning



WHY BACK TO BASICS?

WHY IS THIS CONFERENCE NECESSARY?







WHAT MOTIVATES PEOPLE?

“In the end, we will protect only what we 
love. 

We will love only what we understand. 

We will understand only what we are 
taught.”





QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

•WHO is the intended audience of a passage…?

•WHAT was the situation of the context of the 
passage…?

•WHEN was the statement of the passage intended 
to take place…?

•WHERE was the passage intended to be fulfilled…?

•WHY was the statement given…?

• HOW was the passage to be fulfilled…?



Bible 
Context

FACT

MANNER

PURPOSE

TIME



FOUR STAGES OF UNDERSTANDING

•EXPECTATION

•ALTERATION

•REVELATION

•TRANSFORMATION



EXPECTATION



EXPECTATION

The first 39 books of the Bible 
(OT) are the time of PROMISE
and PROPHECY revealed to the 
Patriarchs and the Prophets.



EXPECTATION

The last 27 books of the Bible 
(NT) are the time of 
FULFILLMENT and REALIZATION
of what was promised and 
prophesied in the first 39 books.



EXPECTATION

NONE of Bible prophecy is fulfilled
SOME Bible prophecy is fulfilled
MOST Bible prophecy is fulfilled
ALL Bible prophecy is fulfilled.



EXPECTATION

The multiplicity of time 
statements found in the text will 
be understood differently 
depending upon the ‘none’ ‘some’ 
‘most’ or ‘all’ EXPECTATION



ALTERATION
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ALTERATION
A basic problem, therefore, in eschatology, is one of understanding the 
relationship of the present and the future, which extends from the cross to 
Christ’s parousia. It is indisputably clear that in the teachings and under 
standing of the early Christian community there were no eschatological 
expectations that em braced centuries of time. 

The “last days” tribulations and persecutions, the abomination of desolation, 
the coming of the kingdom of God in power, and the age-consummating 
parousia of Christ all were understood within the framework of God’s 
judgment upon fleshly Israel, which came to pass in the post-cross generation 
as predicted by Christ in Mt. 24. 

It is to be seen, then, that the only legitimate preaching of the end time is the 
preaching of Christ as the meaning and fulfillment of the Old Testament. This is 
the only framework of history for the eschatological message of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in its total range of fulfillment from the cross to the parousia of 
Christ



ALTERATION

“But when they persecute you in 
this city, flee into the next: for 
verily I say unto you, Ye shall not 
have gone through the cities of 
Israel, till the Son of man be 
come” (Matt. 10:23)



ALTERATION
“For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father with his angels; and 
then shall he render unto every man 
according to his deeds” 

Verily I say unto you, There be some of 
them that stand here, which shall in no 
wise taste of death, till they see the Son of 
man coming in his kingdom” (Matt. 16:27, 
28)



REVELATION



REVELATION
“But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore 
of sound mind, and be sober unto prayer” (1 Pet. 4:7)

”Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of 
the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious 
fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it 
receives the early and latter rain. You also be patient. 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. Do not grumble against one another, brethren, 
lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing 
at the door!



REVELATION
“But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore 
of sound mind, and be sober unto prayer” (1 Pet. 4:7)

”Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of 
the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious 
fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it 
receives the early and latter rain. You also be patient. 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. Do not grumble against one another, brethren, 
lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing 
at the door!



TRANSFORMATION



TRANSFORMATION

“Age to Come”
New Heavens and Earth
New Creation
New Jerusalem
Restored Dominion
Victorious Life





WHAT ABOUT TIME?
The End of the Beginning


