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Main Points to Cover:

1).  Developing the context of God’s marriage, divorce, 
betrothal, and remarriage of Israel for Jesus’ teaching on the 
wedding feast in Matthew 8:11-12 and 22:1-14. 

2).  The strength and weakness of the Postmillennial and 
Amillennial exegesis of Matthew 8:11-12 and 22:1-14.

3).  The resurrection problem Postmillennialism has in the 
parable of the Wheat and Tares of Matthew 13/Daniel 12:2-3



My testimony on how I became a Full Preterist - Postmillennialism and 
Amillennialism Form Full Preterism:  “Reformed and always reforming” “Bridging 
the Gap”  

a. Does the NT teach there is ONE or are there TWO Great 
Commissions to be fulfilled (Mt. 13:37-38; 24:14; 28:18-20/Mrk. 
16:15-17, 20; Acts 1:8)?!?

b. Does the NT teach there is ONE or are there TWO comings of 
the Son of Man per Mt 16:27-28; 24:27, 30-31, 25:31/1 Thess. 
4-5/1 Cor. 15; Rev. 1:1—22:20)?!? 

c. Does the NT teach there is ONE or are there TWO end of the 
age resurrections and judgments of the living and dead per Mt. 
13:39-43/Dan. 12:2-3, 13/1 Cor. 15/Rev. 11; 20/1 Pet. 4:5-7)?!?  

d. Does the NT teach there is ONE or are there TWO arrivals of the 
New Creation or passing away of heaven and earth per Mt. 
5:17-18; 24:35; 2 Peter 3; Rev. 21-22; Rms. 8:18-23YLT?!?

e. Amillennialists teach that if the time texts are literal in Rev. 1:1--
-22:20, then ALL of Revelation was fulfilled by AD 70 (ex. 
Kistemaker & Poythress). 

f. Amillennialsim see’s Postmillennialism and Premillennialism as 
teaching “Jewish myths” and is “heretical.” (ex. David Engelsma)



I was noticing some weird Postmillennial doctrines that I didn’t agree with which 
Reformed Amillennial creeds would classify as “Jewish dreams” or “heretical.”

For example in Isa. 65 we are told – there is a literal progressive 
glorification of creation before the Second Coming: 

1. The long ages of man must literally be restored (living to be 900 
years old) before the Second Coming can take place.

2. Animal anatomy for carnivores physically changes so that they 
desire to only eat grass and hay and not sheep and before the 
Second Coming can take place.  Poisonous snakes will no longer 
desire to bite children when the y fall into their dens.  



I noticed Postmillennial Theonomy is not much different than Islam 
and Talmudic Zionism in it’s violent eschatology and didn’t see the 
NT manifestation of the kingdom the way they do.

1. Unbelievers can’t vote (DeMar) and are put to death when they violate 
God’s OC law in certain circumstances.  “Heretics” are also put to death 
for their beliefs under certain circumstances. 

2. AD 30 – AD 70 was a “kind of millennium” (per James Jordan), and yet 
we don’t see any of this kind of garbage being pused between that 
period or in the last 2,000 years for that matter!   



2).  Developing the context to the eschatological marriage and feast

In order to understand Jesus’ teaching on the wedding feast in 
Matthew 8 and Matthew 22 and the problem it poses for 
Postmillennialism, we need to:

• Review what the Bible teaches about God’s marriage, divorce, 
and remarriage of Israel in the OT.

• Look at Jewish law and customs of betrothal and marriage. 

• Then demonstrate the strengths and weaknesses of the 
Postmillennial and Amillennial exegesis of these passages and 
how when combined, their strengths form a Full Preterist or 
accurate interpretation. 



2.1  Review of God’s Promises of Marriage, Divorce, Betrothal, 
and Remarriage of Israel. 

• God’s marriage to Israel – from Exodus (Ex. 19-24) to possession of Groom’s house (the 
Promised Land).

• Three-fold marriage covenant based off of Ex. 21:10-11 and Ezek. 16.  God is faithful to clothe, 
feed, and provide love and affection to Israel (Hos. 2 & 16). 

• When the kingdom splits God is married to two adulterous sisters - Israel and Judah (cf. Jer. 3 
and Ezek. 23).  

• God divorces the older sister/Israel for violating all three aspects of the covenant:  she gave 
His food to offer as sacrifices to idols, her clothing to cloth the idols, and she withdrew her 
love from God and gave it to the false gods.  Through the Assyrian captivity God divorces and 
kills her (covenantally and corporately).   

• God remains married to unfaithful Judah (cf. Hos. 1; Isa. 50), but He will eventually divorce 
and kill her in her “last days” in a similar way that He did to her sister Israel (Hos. 6).  In 
Revelation, OC Jerusalem is Babylon who is both stoned and burned by the Idumean and 
Roman armies God sends.  Therefore, just as an unfaithful wife of priest was to be burned and 
stoned, so too OC Jerusalem would “soon” be divorced and put to death during the events of 
AD 66-AD 70.  

• But in the “last days,” (roughly between AD 30 – AD 70) God would also unite Israel and Judah 
and betroth and marry her once again to Himself under the New Covenant (Hos. 1:11; Hos. 
2:14-23; Jer. 3:18; Jer. 31:31-33; Ezek. 37:15-6 (i.e. AD 70).  We will see Him begin this in John 
3-4.  



2.2 Jewish Customs and Laws on 
Betrothal and Marriage. 

• There are four phases:

1. The wedding arrangement.

2. The betrothal ceremony. 

3. The betrothal preparation or transition period (usually one year).

4. The secret arrival of the groom, seven days of consummation and 
wedding feast.  



2.3  The first phase was the arrangement 

• This was usually done between the father of the groom and the 
father of the bride.  

• A written contract or covenant was created which addressed the 
groom and brides responsibilities in the marriage (again food, 
clothing and sexual pleasure).  The contract also spelled out the 
price of the dowry for the groom.  

• In eternity past the Father chose His sheep or the Church as a
Bride for His Son (knowing/loving them by name) and the Son 
gave His life as the purchase price or dowry for them (John 
10:11-29; Ephes. 1:4-11; 5:25; Rms. 8:29; 1 Pet. 1:2, 18-19; 1 
Cor. 6:19-20). 



2.4  The second step included the betrothal ceremony.

• Baptism - The baptism for the bride was to symbolize a transition 
period (for roughly one year) as a coming change in status from 
daughter to wife.  NT baptism was “for” (Greek eis - “with a view to”) 
the coming of the Groom and marriage which would bring about the 
eschatological “not yet” “forgiveness of sin” or “restoration of all 
things” (John 3; Acts 2:38 / 3:19-23).



2.5  Betrothal ceremony continued…

Cup of Wine – During the ceremony If the bride approved of the groom 
and wanted to marry him she would drink a cup of wine.  The wine 
symbolized blood – and therefore she was agreeing to become ONE 
flesh with him (cf. John 6:54-59; - Matt. 26:17-30; 1 Cor. 11:24-26--
partaking of communion until He comes and then we take it “a new” in 
the Kingdom “within” – remembering what He has fulfilled and done 
for us on a daily basis?).  



2.6  The betrothal ceremony continued…

• There were gifts exchanged – The groom would give the bride a seal, 
pledge, or confirmatory gifts of his love to assure her that he would 
come again and receive her and consummate the marriage.  Jesus 
gave the early church the gift of the Holy Spirit and the miraculous as 
confirmatory signs that He would return and consummate the 
marriage “face to face” (cf. Jn. 14; Acts 2:1-43; 1 Cor. 1:5-8; 13:12; 
Ephs. 1:13-14). 

• There was a ceremonial meal – Which sealed and brought an end to 
the betrothal ceremony (cf. John 6:54-59; Matt. 26:17-30; 1 Cor. 
11:24-26; Acts 2:1ff.). 



2.7  The third phase of betrothal was the transition or 
preparation period.

• Groom would “go to prepare a room” – or a honeymoon suite or home built 
onto the father’s house (John 14 – the side-rooms of the Temple – “Father’s 
House”).

• Only the Father knows and sets the time of the wedding (Matt. 24:36; Acts 1:6-
7).

• Up to two Groomsmen – John and Paul (Jn. 3:29-30; 2 Cor. 11:2).
• Jesus as Groom meets Judah in John 3 and undergoes betrothal baptism.   
• Then Jesus as Groom meets scattered Israel (Samaritans) in John 4 at Jacob’s 

well.   The woman has had 5 husbands & in a similar way Assyria sent 5 Gentile 
rulers to settle in Samaria that led to unclean idolatry and intermarriages.  In 
John 4-5 Jesus informs the disciples that even the Samaritans will be apart of the 
coming harvest and the resurrection “hour” of Daniel 12:1-4 (cf. OG LXX).  In 
Acts 8 the Samaritans undergo their bridal baptism and are given the betrothal 
gift of the Holy Spirit and charismata as well.  



2.8  The transition or preparation period cont. -

The Bride Wore a Veil During Betrothal - to show that she was spoken for.  The NC 
bride still wore and was under the veil of the OC law of death (Isa. 25:6-9; 2 Cor. 3-
4), until it would be taken off fully at Christ’s Second Coming to close and fulfill the 
promises of the OC “the law” (1 Cor. 15:54-55).  At which time the Church fully saw 
God “face to face” in the New Creation (1 Cor. 13:10-12/Rev. 22:4-7).     

The Bride Over the Next Year Consecrated Herself and Made Her Own Wedding 
Garments and Kept Them Clean - During the transition period the eschatological 
bride is putting off the garments of the old man and putting on Christ the new man.  
She is seeking and longing for the wedding day when she will be further clothed 
with the house/temple from heaven and with immortality.  She is keeping herself 
pure and making sure there are no spots and wrinkles in her wedding garment 
(Ephs. 5:25-27; 2 Cor. 4-5/Rev. 21; Isa. 52:1; 1 Cor. 15:53-54; Rev. 19:7-8).   



2.9  The fourth phase included the arrival of the groom followed 
by 7 days of honeymoon consummation and the wedding feast 

Groom and his friends would come with a “shout” and would blow a 
trumpet (Matt. 24:30-31/1 Thess. 4:16-17/1 Cor. 15:52; Rev. 10:6-7; 
11:15-19). And the Bride and bridesmaids had their lamps and oil 
ready for the journey to the grooms house (Mt. 25:1-13 – which 
DeMar and Mathison say was fulfilled at the coming of the Lord in AD 
70). 

Sexual consummation, seven days of a honeymoon and wedding feast 
at the groom’s house (Isa. 25:6-9/Mt. 8:10-11/Mt. 22:1-14/Rev. 19 & 
21/1 Cor. 13:12/).  



3).  The Eschatological Wedding Feast and Resurrection 
Matthew 8:10-12 and Matthew 22:1-14

Matthew 8:10-12:

10 When Jesus heard this [expression of the Gentile’s faith], he 
marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with 
no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come 
from east and west [Gentiles] and recline at the table [wedding feast 
of Isa. 25:6-9] with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven [in the resurrection], 12 while the sons of the kingdom 
[Pharisees and unbelieving Jews] will be cast out into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”



3.1  The Postmillennial exegesis of Matthew 8:11-12

Gentry writes, 

• “In Matthew 8:11-12 we read of the faithful gentile who exercises 
more faith than anyone in Israel.  We hear once again of the 
people from the east.  This time they sit with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob (the rightful place of the Jews).  While the Jews themselves 
are “cast out” into “outer darkness.” (He Shall Have Dominion, p. 
175).  And, “God is preparing to punish his people Israel, remove 
the temple system, and re-orient redemptive history from one 
people and land to all peoples throughout the earth.” “This 
dramatic redemptive-historical event…ends the old covenant 
era…”  (He Shall Have Dominion, p. 342).



3.2 Strengths and weaknesses…

Strengths:
• The “casting out” of the “subjects of the kingdom” is a reference to OC Israel being 

judged in AD 70, at which time the believing Jewish/Gentile Church takes her place 
at the end of the OC era (but notice he is afraid of using the term “age”). 

• The “casting out into darkness” where there is “weeping and gnashing of teeth” he 
says refers to AD 70.

Weaknesses:
• There is no mention of Isaiah 25:6-9 as Jesus’ source (cf. Mt. 5:17-18). They do the 

same thing in the OD when it comes to the resurrection gathering of Isa. 25-27!
• There is no consistency on Jesus’ phrases of being “cast out into darkness” where 

there is “weeping and gnashing of teeth” to Matthew 24:51 and 25:30. There is 
nothing throughout Matthew’s gospel that indicates there are TWO judgments.  

• Unanswered questions – Why isn’t this the fulfillment of the resurrection of Daniel 
12:2-3, 13 and Revelation 20 in AD 70 when Daniel’s soul was raised out of the 
realm of the dead to inherit eternal life and God’s presence per some PPPists?  



3.3 The Amillennial exegesis of Matthew 8:11-12

D.A. Carson writes, 

• “The picture is that of the “messianic banquet,” derived from 
such OT passages as Isaiah 25:6–9 (cf. 65:13–14)…” and “…the 
presence of Gentiles at the banquet, symbolized the 
consummation of the messianic kingdom (cf. Mt 22:1–14; 25:10; 
26:29). “Son of” or “sons of” can mean “sons of the bridal 
chamber” [9:15; NIV, “guests of the bridegroom.” (The Expositor’s 
Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, pp. 202–203). 



3.4  Strengths and weaknesses of the Amill. in Mt. 8:11-12

Strengths:

• Jesus is teaching on the fulfillment of the messianic wedding banquet and 
resurrection of Isa. 25:6-9 and inheriting the new creation of 65:12-14 at the end 
of the age.  

• They connect the judgment of being “cast out into darkness” where there is 
“weeping and gnashing of teeth” with Matthew 24:51 and 25:30 as ONE 
separating judgment throughout Matthew’s gospel.  

Weaknesses:

• They ignore the time texts and clear references to the ONE AD 70 judgment 
throughout Matthew’s gospel and the time texts of the wedding and resurrection 
in Mt. 24-25 and Revelation – “this generation,” “soon,” etc…

• The hermeneutical steps are incomplete in that no work is done on the context of 
Isaiah 24-25 or Isaiah 65 which demonstrate an “in time” and local judgment and 
not an end of time and global transformation event.  



Matthew 22:1-14:

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he 
sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding feast.”’ 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his 
farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them 
shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and 
destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The 
wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main 
roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those servants went 
out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 “But when the king came in to look at the 
guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, 
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 
13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the 
outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many 
are called, but few are chosen.”



3.5 The Postmillennial exegesis of Matthew 22:1-14
Joel McDurmon writes of verses 2-7, 

“Here the first servant-messengers (another reference to the prophets, no doubt) were 
simply ignored.  Another wave of servant-messengers (more prophets) are treated as such 
a nuisance that while some still ignored them, “the rest seized his servants, treated them 
shamefully, and killed them” (v. 6).  Jesus is certainly adding [the murdering of the servants 
or prophets] here as part of the same indictment of Jerusalem He would give again in 
(Matt. 23:34-36).” 

“The murderers were the entire generation of Israelites….” “…the armies would set the 
murderers’ city on fire (again exactly what happened in AD 70).” 

And of verses 8-14, “…yet, after this destruction…” “…during this post-destruction wedding 
feast, some would sneak in who did not belong.”  “…Whether [the man w/out the wedding 
garment] should be interpreted as the Judaizers who would cause so much dissention in 
the NT Church, or whenter these should just be understood as general heretics in the 
Church, is not clear.”  (Jesus v. Jerusalem, 157-158, bold emphasis MJS).  



3.6 The strengths and weaknesses of the Postmillennial 
exegesis of the wedding feast in Matthew 22:1-14

Strengths:

• The Great Commission invitation to the feast is between AD 
30 – AD 70 in verses 1-7.

• The sending out, rejection and killing of the servants is 
equated to Mt. 23 and the AD 70 judgment.  

• The judgment and burning of the city closes the OC era/age 
in AD 70. 



3.7 The strengths and weaknesses of the Postmillennial exegesis 
of the wedding feast in Matthew 22:1-14 cont…

Weaknesses:
• Again there is no mention that Jesus came to fulfill Isaiah 25:6-9 or 65:12-14 

because they would have to address the timing and nature of the resurrection.
Postmillennialists miss that Mt. 22:1-14 is structured with recapitulation:

a).  vss. 1-7:  1.  There is an invitation to the wedding feast, 2.  It is rejected, and 
3.  this rejection leads to the judgment of Jerusalem in AD 70 – burning their 
city.
b).  vss. 8-13:  1.  There is an invitation, 2.  BUT there is NEW information given 
to us about the same time period that vss. 1-7 didn't tell us about.  This 
rejection results in the invitation to the undesirables – the 10 northern 
tribes/Samaritans and Gentiles (as laid out in Acts 1:8) and describes the 
success of the GC between AD 30 – AD 70.  And then finally 3.  There is a 
judgment for their rejection (except this time it’s described differently – with a 
Jew or Judaizer trying to achieve salvation by works of the law and not through 
belief in the Son and His grace - who is then "CAST" out in outer darkness where 
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth (which in 8:11-12 he says was 
descriptive of the AD 70 judgment).     



3.8 Let’s do what the Postmillennialist and Amillennialist would not do 
in developing the context of Isaiah 25 and 65 to Matthew 8 and 22
• Context of Isaiah 25:6-9

In context, the Messianic wedding banquet comes as a result of judgment upon OC Israel for her 
breaking the old covenant Torah (cf. Isa. 24:5).  This makes no sense in the Amillennial paradigm 
because all the Mosaic Law was supposed to have been fulfilled and passed away at the cross.  

The Messianic wedding banquet comes when OC Jerusalem is judged with her city becoming a 
“heap of rubble” (cf. Isa. 25:2).  Again this points to an “in time” and local event and not an end 
of time or global destruction and renewal.  

Therefore, Jesus is using Isaiah 24-25 consistently and accurately to demonstrate that the 
Messianic wedding banquet and resurrection would be fulfilled in AD 70 when OC Israel would 
break Torah, was judged, and her city and Temple were left in a heap of rubble.  

• Context of Isaiah 65:13-14

God was going to judge OC Israel “by the sword” and their fathers “in full” measure.  But at the 
same time would save a remnant along with the Gentiles (cf. Roms. 10:20—chapter 11).  

In that day of judgment the remnant of believing Jews and Gentiles would feast at the wedding 
supper and be called by a new name (the New Jerusalem) while OC Israel would not feast, starve 
and would be remembered no more.  This is in line with Revelation 19-21 – while the Church 
(the transformed Israel of God) feasts at the wedding feast, OC Israel not only starves, but is 
actually feasted upon by the birds of the air.  



3.9 Concluding Jesus’ teaching of the eschatological wedding feast

• The Analogy of Faith or Analogy of Scripture Hermeneutic: Teaches 
Scripture interprets Scripture, and Scripture cannot contradict Scripture. 

• In mathematics and logic: If A bears some relation to B and B bears the 
same relation to C, then A bears it to C.  If A = B and B = C, then A = 
C. Therefore, things which are equal to the same thing are also equal to 
one another. If equals be added to equals, the wholes are equal.

• A (Mt. 8; 22; 25) = Wedding or wedding feast, end of the age, and 
parousia fulfilled by AD 70.
B (Isa. 25:6-9) = The wedding feast & resurrection are fulfilled together 
“in that day.”
C (1 Cor. 15) = The resurrection and end of the age are fulfilled at the 
parousia.



If A bears some relation to B… 

• Jesus in A (Mt. 8; 22; 25) uses B (Isa. 25:6-9) to teach that His eschatological wedding feast 
would be fulfilled at His parousia to close the end of the OC age in AD 70.

…and B bears the same relation to C,…

*  Paul uses B (Isa. 25:6-9) in C (1 Cor. 15) to teach that the resurrection would take place at 
Christ’s parousia and at “the end [of the age].” 

…then A bears it to C. 

*  Both Jesus in A (Mt. 8; 22; 25) and Paul in C (1 Cor. 15) use a common source B (Isa. 25:6-
9) to teach the resurrection will be fulfilled “at the end [of the OC age]” parousia event.  

Therefore, things which are equal to the same thing are also equal to one another. If equals 
be added to equals, the wholes are equal.

*  The ONE Parousia/Second Coming, Eschatological Wedding, End of the Age and 
Resurrection event of A (Mt. 8; 22; 25), B (Isa. 25:6-9) and C (1 Cor. 15) was fulfilled in AD 70.  



• Premise #1:  Since it is true that Jesus taught the wedding feast of (Mt. 
8; 22; 25) would be fulfilled at His parousia to close the OC age in AD 
70 (Postmillennialists now agree with Full Preterists).

• Premise #2:  And since it is also true that Jesus in (Mt. 8; 22; 25) came 
to fulfill (Isa. 25:6-9) (Amillennialists and Full Preterists agree).

• Premise #3:  And since it is also true that Paul teaches Jesus’ parousia
would fulfill the resurrection of (1 Cor. 15) (all agree).

• Premise #4:  And since it is also true that the end of the age, the end, 
parousia and resurrection of (Mt. 8; 22; 25) and (1 Cor. 15) are the 
same event (Amillennialists and Full Preterists agree).

• Conclusion:  Then it is also true that the wedding feast, parousia, the 
end of the OC age and resurrection of (Mt. 8; 22; 25), (Isa. 25:6-9) and 
(1 Cor. 15) were fulfilled in AD 70. (Full Preterism Synthesis)



4).  The Parable of the Wheat and Tares and resurrection at the 
end of the age in Matthew 13:36-43 and Daniel 12:1-4, 7

• Matthew 13:36-43

• 36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came 
to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He 
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The 
field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds 
are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just 
as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of 
the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of 
his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into 
the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father [Dan. 12:3]. He who has ears, let him hear.”



• Daniel 12:1-4, 7:

• “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your 
people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since 
there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be 
delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 2 And 
many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 And those 
who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above;[a] and those 
who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 4 But you, 
Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end. Many 
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”

• When would all this be fulfilled?  7… that it would be for a time, times, and 
half a time, and that when the shattering of the power of the holy people 
comes to an end all these things would be finished.



4).  Some history and the problem for Postmillennialism 
concerning the resurrection and judgment in Daniel 12:1-4 and 
the parable of the Wheat and Tares in Matthew 13:36-43

2004 2007 2009 2011



4.1  The problem for Postmillennialism concerning the 
resurrection and judgment in Daniel 12:1-4 and the parable of 
the tares in Matthew 13:39-43

• Concerning the parable of the wheat and tares Peter 
Leithart writes, “Jesus has now come with His winnowing 
fork, and before the end of the age, the wheat and tares 
will be separated.  The end of the age thus refers not to 
the final judgment but to the close of “this generation
[i.e AD 70].” (p. 95)



4.2 The problem for Postmillennialism concerning the 
resurrection and judgment in Daniel 12:1-4 and the parable of 
the tares in Matthew 13:39-43 – James Jordan

Strengths:

• Dan. 12:2-3 is the “last spiritual” resurrection for Israel and 
fulfilled in AD 70 (cf. pp. 618-619).

• Daniel 12:2-3 teaches that Israel was progressively being 
raised from the dead between AD 26 – AD 70.  This was 
produced through the gospel and receiving eternal life (cf. 
618-619; 621).  

• Jordan teaches “Revelation takes up where Daniel leaves off” 
and deals mostly with “the death and resurrection of the 
Church” during the “Apostolic age.”  In AD 70 Daniel’s soul 
was raised out of Abraham’s bosom according to Revelation 
20 to rule with all of God’s saints and inherit eternal life and 
the kingdom (pp. 621; 628).  



4.3 Problems for Postmillennialism in Daniel 12:1-4 and 
Matthew 13:39-43 --- James Jordan cont.  

Weaknesses:

• Claims Daniel 12:2-3 is fulfilled in the parable of the sower and doesn’t mention 
the parable of the wheat and tares and what the “end of the age” is. 

• He connects Daniel 12 only with the tribulation of Matthew 24.  Most 
commentators see the resurrection of Daniel 12:2-3 taking place where Jesus 
identifies it – in the eschatological gathering at the “end of the age” (cf. Mt. 13:39-
43 / Mt. 24:3, 30-31) and Jordan avoids this issue.  Nor does he explain why his 
view that Israel and the Church being raised spiritually in AD 70 does not fit with 
John 5:25-29; Acts 24:15YLT; and 1 Corinthians 15.

• Jordan is vague on exactly where in Revelation 20 “John picks up where Daniel 
leaves off.”

• One must wonder how many times Daniel’s soul has to be raised to inherit eternal 
life!

• Jordan does no work on the (OG) LXX of Daniel 12:1 & 4 which addresses the 
eschatological coming hour and eternal life and how Jesus develops these in John 
4-5.  



4.4 The problem for Postmillennialism concerning the resurrection and judgment 
in Daniel 12:1-4 and the parable of the tares in Matthew 13:39-43 – Kenneth 

Gentry
Previous view:  

• “Contrary to dispensationalism and historic premillennialism, there is but one
resurrection and one judgment, which occur simultaneously at the end of 
history:  Daniel 12:2; Matthew 25:31-32; John 5:28-29…Acts 24:15).” (The 
GREATNESS OF THE BREAT COMMISSION, 142).

Strengths of his new view:

• Finally admits that the resurrection of Daniel 12:2-3 takes place at the SAME 
TIME that the tribulation, judgment, three and half years, and shattering of 
Jerusalem was fulfilled in AD 70 (“all these things” v. 7). 

Weaknesses of his new view:

• All of the same that I pointed out for Jordan apply.  

• No mention of how Daniel’s soul was raised in AD 70.

• Changes his views from “one resurrection”  to an AD 70 resurrection that is 
“not dealing with bodily resurrection”  to a “double fulfillment” that 
includes an end of time biological resurrection! 

• If the resurrection of Dan. 12 can be “double fulfilled” then so can the 3 ½ 
years, the tribulation, and “time of the end.”  And if they can, then so can 
other AD 70 passages, and then there is nothing left to Postmillennialism.    



4.5 The problem for Postmillennialism concerning the 
resurrection and judgment in Daniel 12:1-4 and the parable of 
the tares in Matthew 13:39-43 – Joel McDurmon

Strengths:

• The parable of the wheat and tares was fulfilled at the end 
of the OC age in AD 70.  And when both Jesus and Paul use 
the phrase “this age” it is the OC age and the “age to come” 
is the NC age with the change being complete in AD 70 (pp. 
43-49).  

Weaknesses:

• No exegetical attempts are made to address the OT citation 
of the resurrection of Daniel 12:2-3 in Matthew 13:39-43.  
Nor to harmonize the spiritual resurrection view that 
Jordan gives Daniel 12:2-3 as fulfilled in AD 70.  Remember 
Joel works for AV and AV published Jordan’s commentary 
on Daniel!      



Since A (Daniel 12) is = to B (Matthew 13)

Time of the-End / End-of
the-Age Separation

Verses 1c, 4a, 9b, 13b Verses 39b-41

Saints Rise and Shine in 
the Eternal Kingdom

Verses 1c, 4a, 9b, 13b Verses 39b-43

Wicked Rise to Shame in 
Eternal Condemnation

Verses 2a, 2c Verses 39-42

Kingdom-Age Evangelism 
via God’s Shining Ones

Verse 3 Verses 37, 43



And B (Matthew 13) is = to C (Matthew 24-25)
1.  Evangelism in the world takes 
place 

Verses 37-38 24:14

2.  There is persecution, tribulation, 
professors / apostasy, & faithfulness 

Verses 19-30 24:9-13

3.  Christ comes with or sends his 
angles to participate in the judgment 
of separation

Verses 41 24:30-31

4.  Christ and Angles Come at the End
of the Age to Fulfill Daniel 12:1-4 –
Time of Separation, Judgment and 
Resurrection of Living and Dead

Verses 39b-43/Dan. 12:2-3 24:3, 30-31; 25:31-41

5.  The Sons of the Day Shine with 
the Son/Sun of Righteousness 

Verses 39b-43/Dan. 12:2-3 24:27, 30-31 / Lk. 17:20-37
When Day Star (Christ) Rises 
“Within” the “Heart” (cf. Phil. 2:15; 1 
Pet. 1:9; Rev. 2:28/22:16, 20)    



Then A (Daniel 12) is = to C (Matthew 24-25)
Tribulation and Sanctification / 
Great Tribulation

Verses 1b, 10 24:21-22

Time / Day / Hour of the 
Judgment (aka Separation

Verses 1-2, 4 (OG/LXX) 24:36; 25:31-33

Fulfilled at the Time of the End / 
the End of the Age / the End -
The Shattering of National 
Israel’s World—Her Heaven and 
Earth (i.e. the Temple, etc.)

Verses 4a, 9b, 13b

Verse 7

24:3b, 13-14

Inheritance of and Entrance into
Eternal Kingdom-Life

Verses 2b, 3a, 13b 25:34, 46 / Lk. 17:20-37/21:27-
32

The Sons of the Day / Hour 
Shine with the Son/Sun

Verse 3a 24:27, 36; 25:34

Kingdom-Age Evangelism via 
God’s Shining Ones

Verse 3 24:14, 27; 25:29a



Therefore, things which are equal to the same thing are also equal to one another. If 
equals be added to equals, the wholes are equal.

A (Daniel 12) B (Matthew 13) C (Matthew 24-25)

Kingdom-Age Evangelism = Kingdom-Age Evangelism = Kingdom-Age Evangelism

Tribulation Like Never Before = Tribulation Meted Out                  = Great Tribulation Unlike Before

Time of the End of Daniel’s People; 
End of the Age of National Israel =

Time of the End of that OC Age = End of the Old Covenant Age of 
National Israel -- the Fall of Its 
Temple & City in their “generation”

Righteous Rise & Shine; 
Wicked Rise to Shame =

The Righteous Gathered to Rise & 
Shine; Tares Gathered to Burn     = 

Sheep to Inherit Eternal Life (and
light) in the Kingdom; Goats to 
Inherit Eternal Punishment (in
outer darkness).



4.6 How Postmillennialism “leads to Full Preterism” in 
Daniel 12:2-3 and Matthew 13:39-43

• Premise #1 – Since it is true that the resurrection of Dan. 12:2-3 is a progressive spiritual 
raising of Israel and the Church from death roughly between AD 30 – AD 70 and it involved 
souls being raised from the realm of the dead to inherit eternal life in AD 70 per Rev. 20 
(Jordan).  

• Premise #2 – And since it is also true that the eschatological “not yet” of the resurrection of 
Dan. 12:2-3 is the “ONE” resurrection event (therefore it can’t be “double fulfilled”) of 1 Cor. 
15; John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15 and is fulfilled at the “end of the age” when Christ’s Second 
Advent takes place per Mt. 13:36-43 and Mt. 24:3; 25:30-32 (Gentry’s postion #1).  And 
since it the growth of the wheat and tares is the millennial period of Rev. 20 with the 
millennium ending at “the end of the age” when Christ comes (Gentry & most agree).

• Premise #3 – And since it is also true that the parable of the wheat and tares and the “end 
of the age” was fulfilled at the end of the OC age (McDurmon), in Jesus’ “this generation” 
(Leithart), at Christ’s spiritual coming in AD 70 fulfilling Mt. 25:30-32 (DeMar).    

• Conclusion – Then the “ONE” “spiritual” resurrection of Israel and the Church being raised 
from the dead according to Daniel 12:1-4; Mt. 13:36-43; 1 Cor. 15; John 5:25-29 and Rev. 20 
was between AD 30 – AD 70 and fulfilled at Christ’s spiritual Second Advent in judgment to 
close the OC age and millennial period per Mt. 13:36-43/Mt. 25:30-32ff./Rev. 20:1-15.     



Conclusion

• Reformed eschatology (primarily Postmillennial Partial Preterism & 
Amillennialism) has formed Full Preterism on both the timing and spiritual 
nature of the ONE eschatological wedding and resurrection event of Isa. 
25:6-9 which the NT informs us was to be fulfilled at the ONE “end of the 
[OC] age” gathering (Mt. 13:39-43/Mt. 24:30-31/Dan. 12:2-3).  This was 
when Jesus’ “cast out” OC Israel from her kingdom—burned her city and 
gave the kingdom to the new and transformed “nation” or NC Israel of 
God--in her spiritual, transformed and mature state in AD 70 (Mt. 21:43-
45).   

• In the next lecture, we will continue to examine the errors of Postmillennial 
Partial Preterism in the Olivet Discourse (OD) while at the same time see 
how their views and the views of Reformed eschatology in general 
continue leading us to Full Preterism.











Quick Review

• In 2001 North writes, “Anyone who equates the fulfillment of [the parable of the wheat and 
tares] with AD 70 has broken with the historical faith of the church.” 

• In 2004 Leithart said the parable of the wheat and tares was fulfilled in Jesus’ “this generation” 
(i.e. in AD 70) but avoids a discussion on the implications of this in identifying “the end of the 
age” as being the OC age and avoids a discussion of how the resurrection of Daniel 12:2-3 was 
fulfilled in AD 70.

• In 2007 Jordan informs us that the resurrection of Daniel 12:2-3 was a spiritual, covenantal, 
progressive, corporate resurrection for Israel and the Church and in AD 70 Daniel’s soul was 
raised to inherit eternal life.  But Jordan avoids discussing Jesus said this would be fulfilled at the 
end of the OC age in the parable of the tares.  

• In 2009 Gentry changes his view on the resurrection of Daniel 12:2-3 (it is no longer ONE 
resurrection) and adopts Jordan’s view and does not discuss why it couldn’t have been fulfilled 
spiritually at the end of the OC age in Matthew 13:39-43.

• In 2011 McDurmon admits the parable of the Tares was fulfilled in AD 70 and goes a step further 
than Leithart by admiting the gospel had been preached in the local “world” of the Roman 
Empire and “the end of the age” was the OC age.  But he too avoids a discussion of Daniel 12:2-
3 and the implication of his teaching that this necessitates the time of the resurrection.  

• Amillennialism remains consistent – The resurrection of Daniel 12:2-3 is ONE resurrection event 
and is fulfilled at the end of the age in Matthew 13:39-43/Mt. 24:30-31/1 Cor. 15/John 5:28-
29/Rev. 20.



• Earthly Ministry or Pentecost (AD 26-30) – The “Already”

• Daniel 12:1: “And at that hour…”

• John 5:25: “…an hour is coming and now is…”

• Fall of Jerusalem (AD 70) – The Imminent “Not Yet”

• Daniel 12:1: “And at that hour…”

• John 5:28: “…for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice,”

• Earthly Ministry Pentecost (AD 26-30) – The “Already”

• Daniel 12:2: “Many of those who sleep in the width of the earth will 
arise [anatesontai]…some unto eternal life and others to reproach…and to eternal shame.”

• John 5:24: “…he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and 
does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”

• Fall of Jerusalem (AD 70) – The Imminent “Not Yet”

• Daniel 12:2: “Many of those who sleep in the width of the earth will 
arise [anatesontai]…some unto eternal life and others to reproach…and to eternal shame.”

• John 5:29: “and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection [anatasin] 
of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection [anatasin] of judgment.” (also 
related: 1 John 2:18: “Dear children it is the last hour…” and Revelation 14:7: “…the hour of 
His judgment has come.”).



4.7  The eschatological coming “hour” of “eternal life” in 
Daniel 12:1, 4 (OG) LXX; John 4-5 

• Chiasm Structure in John 4-5 of Daniel’s “already” and “not yet” eschatological “hour”

• Daniel 12:1, 4 (OG) LXX: “And at that hour…” “the hour of the end” 

A).  John 4:21:  “…[T]he hour is coming (“not yet”), when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor 
yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

B). John 4:23:  “…[T]he hour cometh, and now is (“already), when the true worshipers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.”

B).  John 5:25: “…[T]he hour is coming and now is (“already”), when the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 

A).  John 5:28:  “…[T]he hour is coming (“not yet”), in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear His voice…”

• Earthly Ministry or Pentecost (AD 26-30) – the “already”

The true worshipers would worship the Father in spirit and in truth (receiving eternal life).

The dead would hear the voice of the Son of God, and live (receiving eternal life).

• Fall of Jerusalem (AD 70) – the imminent “not yet”

God’s worshipers would no longer worship Him in Jerusalem (received eternal life / NJ / M.Z).

All who were in the graves would hear His voice (received eternal life / NJ / M.Z.).  



1.2 – Postmillennialism leads to Full Preterism, because it becomes painfully 
obvious that their hermeneutic is inconsistent and arbitrary in order to satisfy 
their system or the creeds.     

Passages Full 

Preterism

Postmill

Mike Bull

Postmill

Gary 

DeMar

Postmill

Keith 

Mathison

Postmill

Kenneth 

Gentry

Amill.

& Hist. 

Premill. 

1 Thess. 1 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 Future Future Future

1 Thess. 2 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 Future

1 Thess. 3 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 Future Future Future

1 Thess. 4 AD 70 AD 70 Future Future Future Future

1 Thess. 5 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 Future Future

2 Thess. 1 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 Future Future

2 Thess. 2 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 AD 70 Future



1.3 Postmillennialism is inconsistent in their use of time 
texts and Recapitulation

• Gentry on the Greek word mello in Acts 24:15YLT and Romans 8:18YLT.

• Apparently Satan’s final “crushing” (Gen. 3:15/Rms. 16:20) was not fulfilled 
“shortly” in AD 70 per Paul, but rather is turned into “a” crushing or one of 
many in redemptive history that anticipates his judgment in Revelation 20.

• Gentry’s appeal to time texts and recapitulation to prove Revelation 
chapters 1-19 and 21-22 were fulfilled in AD 70, but then this hermeneutic 
is abandoned and not applied to Revelation 20.  Why?   Because the creeds 
are “infallibly certain” and teach an end of time literal interpretation of the 
resurrection.  



1.2 – Postmillennialism leads to Full Preterism when it 
“unites” with Amillennialism in it’s attempts to refute Full 
Preterism.  



Postmillennial Partial Preterism leads to Full Preterism because 
it is constantly conceding important texts to us. 

• Matthew 5:17-18 (Brown, DeMar, etc…).

• Matthew 24-25 (DeMar, Mathison, etc…).

• Matthew 13:39-43 (McDurmon, Leithart, etc…).

• Daniel 12:2-3, 13 & Revelation 20 (Jordan, Frost, etc…). 

• Romans 8:18-23YLT (Lightfoot, DeMar, Gill, etc…). 

• Romans 11:26-27 (DeMar, Jordan, etc…). 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (Mike Bull, Milton Terry, etc…).

• Acts 1:11 (Mike Bull and Milton Terry).  

• “Last days” = (AD 30 – AD 70)  DeMar, McDurmon, etc…).

• “This age”= the OC age and the “age to come” = NC age (McDurmon…).



1.1 Cont. Postmillennial Admissions in Matthew  

• Matthew 3:7-12 (Mal. 3-4) – fulfilled by AD 70. 

• Matthew 5:17-18 – fulfilled by AD 70.

• Matthew 8:10-12 – fulfilled by AD 70.

• Matthew 10:7-23 – fulfilled by AD 70.

• Matthew 13:39-43 & Daniel 12:2-3 – fulfilled by AD 70.

• Matthew  16:27-28 / Mark 8:38-9:1 – fulfilled by AD 70.  

• Matthew 19:28-30/20:1-16 - fulfilled by AD 70.

• Matthew 21:33-45 - fulfilled by AD 70.

• Matthew 22:1-14 - fulfilled by AD 70.

• Matthew 22:23-33/Luke 20:27-38 – “this age” = OC age / “age to come” = NC age.  But 
no resurrection fulfilled in AD 70? 

• Matthew 23 – fulfilled by AD 70.

• Matthew 24:1—25:31 - fulfilled by AD 70.

• Luke 17:20-37 / Luke 21:27-32 - fulfilled by AD 70.

• Matthew 26:62-66 – fulfilled by AD 70.




