
The Problems for Postmillennialism in 
the Olivet Discourse 



Points and subject matter we will be covering:

1).  Since the OD is a microcosm of NT eschatology, this poses a problem 
for Postmillennialism. 
2). The context, question(s) of the disciples and structure of Mt. 23-25 
creates problems for Postmillennialism.
3). How the various views within Postmillennialism and Reformed 
eschatology in general form Full Preterism in the OD:
• The disciples question and the end of the age. 
• The Great Commission.
• All prophecy fulfilled by AD 70.
• The coming of Christ to gather the elect and give redemption.  
• Division theories refuted:  the order of Lk. 17, “heaven and earth pass 

away,” the “day and hour” and “long time.”
• The coming of Christ to separate and judge Satan & Demons & Rev. 20.



1).  Since the OD is a microcosm of NT eschatology in general, 
this creates a problem for Postmillennialism. 

• “How one interprets this important text will go a long way in 
determining one’s view of the millennial age, pre, a, or post.  (Kim 
Riddlebarger).

• After citing scholars that concede Paul in 1 and 2 Thessalonians 
and John in the book of Revelation are following Jesus’ teaching in 
the OD D.A. Carson writes, “…we may say that Jesus himself [in the 
OD] sets the pattern for the church’s eschatology.” (D.A. Carson). 

• “John’s version of the the OD is the book of Revelation” (Gary 
DeMar).

• “A proper understanding of the OD is absolutely essential for 
anyone who wants to gain a clear picture of God’s plan for the 
ages.  This discourse is so significant that the way a person 
interprets it will impact his understanding of the rest of the 
prophecy in the Bible.” (Thomas Ice).



1.1 Matthew 24-25 = NT Eschatology

In Dispensationalism Mathison affirms that Jesus in fact does  
teach and guides the Church on the doctrine of His Second 
Coming in the OD (Mt. 24:35—25:46) and therefore is the same 
coming in such NT passages as: Acts 1:11; 1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 
4:16-17; Heb. 9:28 (pp. 140-144). 

“This interpretation would mean, of course, that Jesus had very 
little to say about his actual second coming, but this should not 
be a major obstacle to evaluating the interpretation.” Mathison, 
(WSTTB?, 182 nt. 39).

“The bulk of the NT’s teaching on the second coming would be 
found after the resurrection and ascension (e.g., Acts 1:11; 1 Cor. 
15:23; 1 Thess. 4:16-17; Heb. 9:28) (Mathison, From Age to Age, 
366 nt. 92).



1.2 Matthew 24-25 = NT Eschatology 
Full Preterism is the missing piece of the puzzle. 



2). The context, question(s) of the disciples and structure of Mt. 23-24 
create a problem for Postmillennialism.

(Inclusio—ABBA—Inclusio)

A. Prediction of persecution coming and vindication [judgment of living 
and dead] at Christ’s coming in “this generation” (Mt. 23:29-36, 39).

B. The “coming” of Christ results in the Temple’s destruction.  The 
time or sign will be during one of the feasts - when the Song of 
Ascent is sung (Mt. 23:38-39/Ps. 118).

B. Therefore, the disciples understand the “coming” of Christ results 
in the Temple’s destruction.  But they seek more information 
concerning the timing and sign issue & therefore Jesus gives a more 
in-depth answer on that subject (Mt. 24:1-3; 4-15, 30-31 – then this 
material gets recapitulated again in Mt. 24:35—25:31-46).

A. Prediction of persecution and vindication [judgment of the living and 
the dead] at Christ’s coming in “this generation” (Mt. 24:9-10, 30-34). 



2.1  The question(s) of the disciples on the “end of 
the age” is a problem for Postmillennialism.

Postmillennialist Gary DeMar corrects Gentry and other futurist,
“Upon hearing Jesus’ prediction of “desolation” for the temple 
and city [in Mt. 23], His disciples “came up to point out the 
temple buildings to Him” (Mt. 24:1), as if to say, “Lord, you can’t 
mean this temple!”
“The disciples’ question involves three interrelated, 
contemporary events: (1) the time of the temple’s destruction; 
(2) the sign that will signal Jesus’ coming related to the 
destruction of the temple; and (3) the sign they should look for 
telling them that “the end of the age” has come. These 
questions are related to the destruction of the temple and the 
end of the Old Covenant redemptive system and nothing else.”  
“The Old Covenant order would end with the destruction of the 
Jerusalem.  This would be the “sign” of the “end of the age,” the 
end of the Old Covenant, and the consummation of the New 
Covenant.” (I believe this statement of the NC is left out of other 
editions)   



2.2  The accurate comments from Amillennialist’s on the 
recapitulatory structure of the OD is a problem for Postmillennialists

• “The [OD], as to structure, is recapitulatory…” “It is not, 
therefore, continuously progressive. We are repeatedly brought 
to the advent and informed of its various features, [i.e. 
contemporary, concurrent or  interrelated events], and 
consequences (vss. 14, 29-31, 37-41; 25:31-46.” (John Murray, 
COLLECTED WRITINGS OF JOHN MURRAY 2: Systematic 
Theology, [Banner of Truth Pub., 1977] 398).

• This is true, but the weakness here is that “this generation” of v. 
34 is also a concluding statement, and since the OD is “not 
continuously progressive,” “this generation” can therefore be 
applied to the rest of Mt. 24 and harmonize with 25:31-46.   



2.3  The Two Orthodox Views of Gary DeMar
and John Murray Form Full Preterism

• Premise #1 (Gary DeMar):  The OD involves 3 interrelated contemporary events 
that were fulfilled in AD 70 and “nothing else”:  

1. the destruction of the Temple they were looking at, 
2. Signs of His coming to destroy that Temple,
3. and the end of the OC age & consummation of the New Covenant.   
• Premise #2 (John Murray):  The OD is recapitulatory and reaches the Second 

Coming and end of the age judgment in Mt. 24:14; 30-31; 37-41; 25:31-46 and is 
therefore not addressing a progressive post AD 70 evangelism of gathering the 
elect or judging between sheep and goats.  

• Conclusion/Full Preterism:  The OD involves 3 interrelated contemporary events 
(destruction of the Temple, Second Coming and the end of the OC age which 
brought maturity to the New Covenant age) in Mt. 24:14-15; 30-31; 37-41 and 
25:31-46.  Therefore, Jesus teaches “nothing else” and does not instruct the 
church on future physical coming or the end of world history.  And NT 
eschatology follows this pattern and teaching of Jesus in the OD.   



2.4 Gentry’s Prophetic Confusion on the 
disciples question(s) and the “end of the age” 

• “Christ’s teaching here is extremely important to 
redemptive history. He is responding to the question of 
His disciples regarding when the end of the “age” (Gk., 
aion) will occur (24:3). In essence, His full answer 
is: when the Romans lay waste the temple…” (p. 58).

• “The change of the age is finalized and sealed at the 
destruction of Jerusalem; allusions to the A.D. 70 
transition abound: “Assuredly, I say to you that there are 
some standing here who will not taste of death till they 
see the kingdom of God present with power” (Mark 
9:1).” (p. 63)



“In these questions we sense once again the 
bewilderment among the disciples at Jesus’ teaching—
a bewilderment such as is seen elsewhere in Matthew, 
as in their confusion about the “leaven of the 
Pharisees” (16:6-12), Christ’s death (vv. 21-23), the 
purpose of the Transfiguration (17:4-5), Christ’s interest 
in children (19:13-15), and the nature of kingdom 
service (20:20-25). Quite clearly Christ divides their 
question into two episodes in His answer: (1) He 
speaks about the coming Great Tribulation resulting in 
the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70 
(24:4-34, which is in “this generation,” v. 34); and (2) 
His distant future second coming at the end of history 
[i.e. “end of the age”] (24:36-25:46, which is after a 
“long time,” 25:19).” (p. 26).



Gentry’s view on the “end of the age” and the 
disciples question(s) eisegetically assumes…

• 1.  The disciples were confused to associate His coming with the 
Temple’s destruction and the end of the age (which he identifies as 
the end of history).  And…

• 2.  Jesus allegedly teaches TWO different comings spanning 
thousands of years in Matthew 24-25 while apparently Mark and Luke 
didn’t get this memo or irresponsibly forgot this important 
information and only record ONE AD 70 coming in their parallel 
accounts (cf. Mark 13 and Luke 21).  



Who’s really “confused” – Gentry and futurists, or 
the disciples on the “end of the age”?!?

• Argument #1:  Contextually, the Temple’s destruction Jesus and 
the disciples are looking at answers to the end of the OC age and 
has nothing to do with the end of the Church or NC age. The OT 
and NT teaches the Messianic or NC kingdom age “has no end” so 
that cannot be the subject under discussion: (Dan. 2:44; 6:26; 7:14, 
18; Isa. 7:13-14; 9:6-7; Lk. 1:32; Ephs. 3:20-21).

• Argument #2:  Contextually, Jesus in verse 14 identifies the “end of 
the age” the disciples asked about simply as “the end.” The ONLY 
“the end” in context is the end of the age the disciples asked 
about.  



Gentry cont… 
• Argument #3:  Parallel accounts of Mark 13 and Luke 21 Mark 

and Luke do not record the phrase “and the end of the age” or 
promote a TWO coming(s) theory as Gentry is proposing here 
in Matthew 24-25.  Are we to expect that Mark and Luke 
simply decided to not let their readers know that Jesus taught 
about the end of world history and TWO comings separated by 
thousands of years?!? 

• Argument #4:  OT reference – Jesus is drawing from Daniel 7, 9 
and 12 in the OD where the end of the age is described as the 
“time of the end,” “hour of the end” (OG LXX), or just “the 
end.”  



Gentry cont…

• Argument #5:  Gentry “proves too much” when he cites these 
examples in Matthew’s gospel where the disciples are confused.  Why?  
Because in each case Jesus (or Matthew as a responsible narrator of 
his gospel) explicitly points out when the disciples are confused or ask 
a question that needs correction (cf. Mt. 16:6-12, 21-23; 17:4-5; 19:13-
15; 20:20-25). Therefore, since we don’t find Jesus or Matthew 
claiming the disciples were “confused,” or it is explicitly pointed out a 
correction to their alleged confussion ensues, we need to submit to 
what Scripture actually teaches us.  And that is that they did 
understand Jesus’ teaching on the “end of the age” (Mt. 13:36-51), and 
therefore we should follow exegetically how Jesus answers their simple 
question when they correctly connected the three ---just as the OT 
Scriptures do and how Jesus has thus far in His teaching up to this 
point. 



3). How the various views within Postmillennialism and 
Reformed eschatology form Full Preterism in the OD.

a. Is there one or two Great Commissions?

b. Is the coming of Christ to gather the elect and bring redemption the 
resurrection event that involves soteriology, or is it just a physical 
deliverance?

c. Division theories refuted:  

• “heaven and earth pass away,” 

• “day and hour” 

• “long time,”

• Critiquing Gary DeMar on Daniel 12; Mt. 25 and Rev. 20:5-15 - the coming 
of Christ to separate the sheep and goats and judge Satan & Demons with 
eternal punishment.  



Prophecy Fulfillment

1.  “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world [Greek oikumene] for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come.” (Matt. 24:14).

1.  ‘Their sound has gone out to all the earth, and their words 
to the ends of the world.’” [Greek oikumene] (Rom. 10:18).

2.  “And the gospel must first be published among all nations.” 
[Greek ethnos] (Mrk. 13:10).
2.  “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations.’” [Greek ethnos] (Mt. 28:19-
20).

2. “…My gospel… has been made manifest, and by the 
prophetic Scriptures has been made known to all nations. . . .” 
[Greek ethnos] (Rom. 16:25-26).
* These are “all the nations [ethnos] under heaven” in (Acts 
2:4-5).

3. “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world [Greek kosmos] 
and preach the gospel to every creature” “. . . And these signs 
shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues.” [Greek glossa] 
(Mark 16:15, 17).

3. “…of the gospel, which has come to you, as it has also in all 
the world [Greek kosmos], as is bringing forth fruit…” (Cols. 
1:5-6).

4. “And he said unto them ‘Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.’” [Greek kitisis] (Mark 16:15).

4. “ . . . from the gospel which you heard, which was preached 
to every creature [Greek kitisis] under heaven, of which I, Paul 
became a minister.”(Col. 1:23).  

5.  “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth/land.” 

5. “But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: ‘Their sound has 
gone out to all the earth/land [Greek ge]…’” (Rom. 10:18).



3.1 Postmillennialism’s Arbitrary TWO Great Commissions 
Matthew 28:18-20 

Prophecy Fulfillment 

• “And the gospel must first be published 
among all nations.” [Greek ethnos] (Mrk. 
13:10).

• “…My gospel has been made manifest, 
and by the prophetic Scriptures has been 
made known to all nations. . . .” [Greek 
ethnos] (Rom. 16:25-26).

• “And Jesus came and spoke to them, 
saying, ‘All authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations.’” 
[Greek ethnos]  “…I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” (Mt. 28:19-
20).

• “…My gospel… has been made manifest, 
and by the prophetic Scriptures has been 
made known to all nations. . . .” [Greek 
ethnos] (Rom. 16:25-26).

• Gospel preached to “…all nations; and 
then shall the end [of the OC age] come.” 
(Matt. 24:14).



3.2 Postmillennialism’s Arbitrary TWO Great Commissions
Acts 1:8

Prophecy Fulfillment 

“But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth/land.” [Greek ge] (Acts 1:8)

Fulfillment: 
Acts 2 – for the Jews (“my witnesses in 
Jerusalem”),
Acts 8 – the Samaritans (“and Samaria”),
Acts 10 – God-fearers (“in all Judea”), and
Acts 19 – the Gentiles (“to the ends of the 
earth/land” ge - Roman Empire).

“But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: 
‘Their sound has gone out to all the 
earth/land [Greek ge], and their words to the 
ends of the world [Greek oikumene]’” (Rom. 
10:18).

“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth/land [Greek ge], and to every nation 
[Greek ethnos], and kindred [Greek phile] 
and tongue [Greek glossa], and people.” 
[Greek laos] (Rev. 14:6).



3.3  Postmillennialism and Reformed eschatology in the 
OD form Full Preterism – Great Commission Acts 1:6-11

The Olivet Discourse Acts 1

1. Only the Father has authority and knows the 
day and hour of the Kingdom’s arrival (Lk. 
17:20-37; Lk. 21:27-32; Mt. 24:36).

1. Only the Father has authority and knows the 
time and dates of the kingdom’s arrival (Acts 
1:3-7).

2.  The Holy Spirit (& charismata) would be 
given to boldly fulfill the G.C. (cf. Mt. 10:17-23; 
Mrk. 13:10-13)

2. The Holy Spirit (charismata) would be given 
to boldly fulfill the G.C. (Acts 1:4-8).

3. Jesus would come from heaven upon His 
glory cloud in their generation (cf. Mt. 24:14-
34).

3. Jesus would come from heaven upon His 
glory cloud in their generation (cf. Acts 1:11; 
2:20-40).  



3.4 “For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that 
has been written.” (Lk. 21:22)

• Gentry writes of this text,
• “Jesus is referring to all things written in the Old Testament.” 

(Postmillennialism, 544). 
• But in the same book he affirms the resurrection and judgment of Daniel 

12:1-4 was fulfilled spiritually in AD 70 when the tribulation was fulfilled and 
Israel came to her “end” (Ibid., 538-540).

• Proposition #1:  Jesus is teaching that “all things written” is referring to all 
OT prophecy (Gentry & Full Preterism agree).  

• Proposition #2:  But Jesus is referencing Daniel 7 and the resurrection and 
“end” of Daniel 12 and the resurrection gathering of Isaiah 25-27 in Mt. 24-
25 and these are OT prophecies (Amillennialism & Full Preterism agree).

• Conclusion:  Jesus in the OD taught that His coming, arrival of His kingdom 
judgment and resurrection of Daniel 7, 12; Isa. 25-27 would all be fulfilled 
at “Israel’s end” in AD 70 (Full Preterism).  Consider the following chart…



The Olivet Discourse Daniel 7 and 12

1.  Tribulation and abomination of desolation (Mt. 
24:15/Lk. 21:20-23)

1. Tribulation and abomination of desolation (Dan. 12:1-
2)

2.  Time of judgment and deliverance (Mt. 24::13/Lk. 
21:18-22)

2.  Judgment and deliverance (Dan. 7 and 12:1).

3. Coming of the Son of Man (Mt. 24-25) 3. Coming of the Son of Man (Dan. 7:13)

4.  The kingdom would be inherited “within”  at Christ’s 
coming (Lk. 17:20-37; Lk. 21:27-32).

4.  The kingdom would be spiritual, eternal and inherited 
when the coming of the Son of Man was fulfilled (Dan. 
7).

5.  The gathering of the elect at the end of the age is the 
time of the resurrection (Mt. 13:36-43/Mt. 24:30-31) 

5.  The resurrection takes place at the “time or hour of 
the end” (Dan. 12:2-7).  

6. This would all be fulfilled in Jesus’ contemporary 
“this generation” (Mt. 24:34).

6.  This would all be fulfilled when Jerusalem would be 
destroyed or when the “power of the holy people would 
be completely shattered” in AD 70 (Dan. 12:7). 



3.5 Postmillennialism and Reformed Eschatology on the 
gathering of the elect and redemption of 

Mt. 24:30-31/Lk. 21:27-28 

• “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then 
all the tribes of the earth [land] will mourn when they see the Son 
of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great 
glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the 
heavens to the other.” (Mt. 24:30-31).

• “At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, 
stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.” (Lk. 21:27-28).



3.6 Matthew 24:30-31
• In the Reformed Study Bible edited by Postmillennial Partial Preterists

R.C. Sproul and Keith Mathison we learn this from an Amillennialist
contributor concerning Matt. 24:30-31:

• “But the language of Matt. 24:31 is parallel to passages like 13:41; 
16:27; and 25:31, as well as to passages such as 1 Cor. 15:52 and 1 
Thess. 4:14-17. The passage most naturally refers to the Second 
Coming.”

• John Murray appealing to the “analogy of faith” principle of 
interpretation in examining this passage writes,

• “There is ample allusion to the sound of the trumpet and to the 
ministry of angels elsewhere in the New Testament in connection with 
Christ’s advent (1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Thess. 4:16). Hence verse 31 can most 
readily be taken to refer to the gathering of the elect at the 
resurrection.” (John Murray, COLLECTED WRITINGS OFJOHN MURRAY 2 
Systematic Theology, (Carlisle, PA: THE BANNER OF TRUTH TRUST, 
1977), p. 391).



3.7 Postmillennialists claim Paul follows Jesus’ 
eschatology because of these “parallels”

2 Thessalonians 2 Matthew 24

a.  A coming of the Lord (2 Thess. 2:1). a.  (Matt. 24:27, 30)

b.  A gathering to Him (2 Thess. 2:1). b.  (Matt. 24:31)

c.  Apostasy (2 Thess. 2:3). c.  (Matt. 24:5, 10-12)

d.  The mystery of lawlessness ((2 Thess. 
2:7)

d.  (Matt. 24:12)

e.  Satanic signs and wonders (2 Thess. 
2:9-10)

e.  (Matt. 24:24)

f.  A deluding influence on unbelievers (2 
Thess. 2:11).

f.  (Matt. 24:5, 24)



3.8 More Postmillennial (DeMar & Mathison) Parallels
Matthew 24 1 Thessalonians 5

1.  Exact time unknown (24:36) 1. Exact time unknown (5:1-2)

2.  Christ comes like a thief (24:43) 2.  Christ comes like a thief (5:2)

3.  Unbelievers caught unaware (37-39) 3.  Unbelievers caught unaware (5:3)

4.  Birth pains (24:8) 4.  Birth pains (5:3)

5.  Believers are not deceived (24:43) 5.  Believers are not deceived (5:4-5) 

6.  Believers told to be watchful (24:42) 6.  Believers told to be watchful (5:6)

7.  Exhortation against drunkenness (24:49) 7.  Exhortation against drunkenness (5:7)

8.  The Day, Sunlight shinning from east to west, 
(24:27, 36-38)

8.  The Day, sons of light, sons of day (1 Thess. 
5:4-8)



3.9 Matthew 24:30-31 Analogy of Faith & Logic 

• The Analogy of the Faith or Scripture Hermeneutic: Teaches Scripture interprets 
Scripture, and Scripture cannot contradict Scripture. 

• In mathematics and logic: If A bears some relation to B and B bears the same 
relation to C, then A bears it to C.  If A = B and B = C, then A = C. Therefore, things 
which are equal to the same thing are also equal to one another. If equals be added 
to equals, the wholes are equal.

• A = (Matt. 24:27-31, 34)
• B = (1 Thess. 4:15-17)
• C = (1 Cor. 15)
• Premise #1:  Since it is true that the coming of Christ in A (Matt. 24:27-31) was 

fulfilled in AD 70  (Postmillennialism & Full Preterism agree).
• Premise #2:  And since it is also true that A (Matt. 24:27-31) is equal to both B (1 

Thess. 4:15-17) and C (1 Cor. 15) (Amillennialism and Historic Premillennialism), 
• Then it is also true and necessarily follows that both B (1 Thess. 4:15-17) and C (1 Cor. 

15) were fulfilled at Christ’s parousia in AD 70. In other words, “Things which are 
equal to the same thing are also equal to one another. If equals be added to equals, 
the wholes are equal.”



Since A (Mat. 24) = B (1 Thess. 4) or “if A bears some relation to B” 

Matthew 24 1 Thessalonians 4-5

Christ Returns from Heaven 24:30 = 4:16

With Voice of Arch Angel 24:31 = 4:16

With Trumpet of God                                              24:31 = 4:16  *The trumpet gathering res. of Isa. 25-27 

Caught/Gathered Together with/to Christ 24:31 = 4:17  *The resurrection of the dead in Isa. 25-27!

“Meet” the Lord in the Clouds 24:30 & 25:6 = 4:17  *The wedding/resurrection of Isa. 25-27!

Exact Time Unknown 24:36 = 5:1-2

Christ Comes as a Thief 24:43 = 5:2

Unbelievers Caught Off Guard 24:37-39 = 5:3

Time of Birth Pangs 24:8 = 5:3

Believers Not Deceived 24:43 = 5:4-5

Believers to Be Watchful 24:42 = 5:6

Exhorted to Sobriety 24:49 = 5:7

Son/Sunlight Shinning From E. to W. / Sons of the Day
24:27, 36, & 38 = 5:4-8  *  This is a unique parallel that I have developed.



And B (1 Thess. 4) = C (1 Cor. 15) or “…and B bears 
the same relation to C…”

1 Thessalonians 4 1 Corinthians 15

Sleeping to Be Raised 4:13-14 = 15:12-18

Living to Be Caught/Changed 4:15-17 =                                                 15:51-52

Christ’s Coming (Gk.: Parousia) 4:15 = 15:23

At the Sound of the Trumpet 4:16 = 15:52

Encouraged to Stand Firm          4:18 = 15:58

Same Contemporary “We” 4:15-17 = 15:51-52



Then A (Matt. 24) = C (1 Cor. 15) or “…then A bears it to C (1 Cor. 15)…,
Matthew 24 1 Corinthians 15

G.C. in process of being fulfilled before end of OC age  / 
Israel and the Church being active in their process of being 
raised bearing the likeness of Christ 24:14

15:15, 29, 32, 38, 43-44, 49

Christ to Come (Greek: Parousia) 24:27 15:23

His People to Be Gathered/Changed 24:31 15:52

He Comes with the Sound of a Trumpet 24:31 15:52

This is “The End” (Greek telos, the goal) 24:3, 14 15:24

Kingdom Consummation (goal reached) Luke 21:30-32 15:24

All Prophecy Fulfilled at This Point Luke 21:22 15:54-55

Victory over the Law / Temple & City judged Mat. 24:1ff. 15:55-56

Same Contemporary “We” or “You” audience Mat. 24:2ff 15:51-52



Two or More Things that Are Equal to Another Thing Are Also 
Equal to Each Other:

Matthew 24 = 1 Thessalonians 4 = 1 Corinthians 15

Matthew 24 1 Thessalonians 4 1 Corinthians 15

At His Parousia/Coming 
(24:27-31)

At His Parousia/Coming (4:16) At His Parousia/Coming 
(15:23)

At the Trumpet (24:31) At the Trumpet (4:16) At the Trumpet (15:52)

Dead Raised, All Gathered 
(24:31)

Dead Raised (4:16) Dead Raised (15:35-44)

Living Gathered (24:31) Living Caught Together to Him 
(4:17)

Living Changed (15:51-53)



3.5 Luke 21:27-28 Second Coming and Redemption

• Again, appealing to the principle of the analogy of Scripture, John Murray and 
other Reformed theologians understood Paul, in Romans 8, not creating a 
different eschatology than Jesus, but to be building upon the “redemption” 
that Jesus addressed in the Olivet discourse: 

• “Now in Luke 21:28 . . . [t]his word ‘redemption’ (apolutrosin), when used 
with reference to the future, has a distinctly eschatological connotation, the 
final redemption, the consummation of the redemptive process (cf. Rom 
8:23…). Hence analogy would again point to the eschatological complex of 
events.”

• The Reformation Study Bible connects the coming and redemption of Christ in 
Luke 21:27-28 to the glory that was “about to be revealed” and the 
“resurrection of believers” in Romans 8:18-23 (p. 1832) and the “salvation” 
that was “at hand” in Romans 13:11-12 (p. 2005).   



3.6 Postmillennial Admissions in Luke 21:27-28 and 
Romans 8; 11; and 13.

• Postmillennialists admit that the coming of Christ (the WCF says is the Second 
Coming) was fulfilled spiritually in AD 70 (Lk. 21:27-28).

• Gary DeMar concedes the “glory” in Romans 8:18YLT was “about to be” fulfilled in 
AD 70 but pretends he doesn’t know what it is, “Whatever the glory is it was ‘about 
to be revealed…” (Madness, 225).   

• John Lightfoot concedes the “creation” “groaning” being subject to “frustration” 
and “vanity” while under “bondage” in Romans 8:20-23 is “improperly applied to 
the dying state of the [physical] creation,” and should more properly be applied to 
the creation of men who “inwardly” struggle in the vanity and lusts of sin.” 
(Lightfoot, Commentary on NT, Vol. 4, 157-159).

• DeMar, Jordan and McDurmon confess that “All Israel” was “saved” (raised and 
transformed) in Romans 11:15-27 into the new glorified Israel of God.  Yet, this is 
when God would “take away their sin.”  

• All Postmillennialists admit the “salvation” that was “at hand” in Romans 13:11-12 
was fulfilled in AD 70.   

• Postmillennialists concede AD 70 was more than a physical salvation and 
redemption, it was when the church was raised, glorified and received eternal life 
(the forgiveness of sin when the “NC was consummated”).  



Olivet Discourse and Luke 17 Romans 8:18-23 / 11:15-27 / 13:11-12

Suffering to come (Matt 24:9) Present sufferings (vv. 17-18)

Christ and His Kingdom comes in glory to gather His
people to Himself in the Kingdom which would be 
realized “within” (Matt 24:30-31; 13:36-43; Luke 
17:21-37; 21:27-32)

God’s glory was “about to be revealed”  “in” them 
(v. 18)

Redemption & salvation—resurrection
(Luke 21:27-28; Matt 24:13, 30-31)

Redemption & salvation—resurrection
(vv. 23-24; cf. 11:15-27; 13:11-12)

Birth pains (Matt 24:8) Pains of childbirth (v. 22)

OC heavens and earth pass away Creation of men groaning for liberation (vss. 20-22)

This would all happen in their “this generation”  
(Matt. 24:34)

As that generation was ending this was all “about to 
be” fulfilled (vss. 18-23YLT).



3.7 Combining Postmillennialism & Reformed Eschatology
• Premise #1:  Since it is true that the Second Coming of Christ in glory, His kingdom 

and redemption found in Luke 21:27-28 is the same glory, redemption and 
salvation to be revealed in Romans 8:18-23; 11:15-27; 13:11-12 (Amillennialism & 
Full Preterism agree).

• Premise #2: And since it is also true that the coming of Christ, His kingdom, glory, 
salvation, redemption and resurrection of Luke 21:27-28; Romans 8:18; 11:15-27; 
13:11-12 was fulfilled spiritually “within” the believer in an AD 70 “this 
generation,” “about to be” or “at hand” time frame (Postmillennialism & Full 
Preterism agree).

• Conclusion:  Then it is also true that the Second Coming of Christ in glory with the 
arrival of His kingdom, salvation, redemption and resurrection found in Luke 21:27-
28 and Romans 8:18-23; 11:15-27; 13:11-12 was “at hand” and “about to be” 
fulfilled as Jesus’ generation ended in AD 70 and was therefore realized “within” or 
“in” the soul of the Christian (Full Preterism).



4).  Division theories refuted:  a comparison between 
Mt. 24 & Lk. 17 refutes Gentry’s division theory

• According to the two-coming section theory of Gentry in Matthew 24, 
Luke 17:23–37 reads like this:

• Lk. 17:23–24 (false christs; Son of Man as lightning in His day) AD 70
• Lk. 17:26–30 (the days of Son of Man as the days of Noah) End of world 

history
• Lk. 17:31–33 (people fleeing from housetops and fields) AD 70
• Lk. 17:34–36 (one taken, one left) End of world history
• Lk. 17:37 (vultures gathered at the corpse) AD 70
• “If the five prophetic events of Matthew 24 that are found in Luke 17:22-

37 are numbered 1-2-3-4-5, Luke’s numbering of the same events would 
be 2-4-1-5-3.” (DeMar, Ibid., 198).  DeMar is admitting this is not 
similarity of language, these are the “same events.” 



4.1 Two Comings?  (DON’T pass this)! 

Gary DeMar in refuting Gentry’s division theory of two comings of Christ:

“Similarly, there is little evidence that the “coming of the Son of Man” in Matthew 
24:27, 30, 39, and 42 is different from the “coming of the Son of Man” in 25:31.”

• Premise #1: Since it is true that the coming of the Son of Man in Matthew 25:31-
46 is the end of the millennium Second Coming event in judgment and not a 
prolonged process of evangelism and judgment (Gentry and Full Preterism agree),

• Premise #2: And since it is also true that the coming of the Son of Man in 
Matthew 25:31 in judgment was fulfilled at the end of the OC age in AD 70 and 
refers to “no other event” and cannot have a “double or mixed fulfillment” (DeMar
and Full Preterism agree),  

• Conclusion: Then it must be true that the end of the millennium Second Coming 
and judgment described for us in Matthew 25:31-46 was fulfilled by the end of the 
OC age in AD 70 and “refers to no other event” and cannot have a “double” or 
“mixed fulfillment.”  



4.2 Heaven and earth will pass away
• “…‘heaven and earth’ in the Old Testament may sometimes be a way of 

referring to Jerusalem or its temple…” (G.K. Beale, The Temple and the 
Church’s Mission A biblical theology of the dwelling place of God, p. 25).

• “The temple was far more than the point at which heaven and earth met. 
Rather, it was thought to correspond to, represent, or, in some sense, to be 
‘heaven and earth’ in its totality.” And “. . . [T]he principle reference of 
“heaven and earth” is the temple centered cosmology of second-temple 
Judaism which included the belief that the temple is heaven and earth in 
microcosm. Mark 13[:31] [or Matthew 24:35] and Matthew 5:18 refer then 
to the destruction of the temple as a passing away of an old cosmology. 
(Crispin H.T. Fletcher-Louis a contributing author in, ESCHATOLOGY in Bible & 
Theology Evangelical Essays at the Dawn of a New Millennium, (Downers 
Grove, Illinois: Inter Varsity Press, 1997), 157).

• “The darkening of the sun and moon and the falling of the stars, coupled with 
the shaking of the heavens (24:29), are more descriptive ways of saying that 
“heaven and earth” will pass away” (24:35).” (DeMar, Ibid., 192).  



4.3 “This generation” v. “that day and hour”

In responding to Gentry who claims “this generation” refers to something 
near in contrast to Jesus’ use of “that day” which is supposed to be a far  
distant fulfillment responds thus,

“Not at all.  We should expect “that” to be used for a time still in the 
speaker’s future, whether that event is forty years or four thousand years in 
the future.  “This generation” refers to the present generation Jesus was 
addressing.  “This” is the most appropriate word for something present while 
“that” is the most appropriate word for something future.”  (Ibid., 193). 

Not to mention several Reformed and Partial Preterist’s have interpreted 
“that day and hour” to AD 70 (John Lightfoot, John Gill, Adam Clarke, 
Matthew Henry, etc…).      



4.4  “This generation” v. “a long time” 

• DeMar agrees with Full Preterists whom have pointed out that in the 
parables of the servants and then of the talents  a “long time” (24:48; 25:19) 
is no longer than a person’s lifetime.  And then adds,

“In every other New Testament context “a long time” means nothing more 
than an extended period of time (Luke 8:27; 23:8; John 5:6; Acts 8:11; 14:3, 
28; 26:5, 29; 27:21; 28:6).” (Ibid., 199).  



4.5 “Those days” v. “that day” 

• DeMar correctly points out that:

• “In Noah’s time we read about “those days which were before the 
flood” and “the day that Noah entered the ark” (Matt. 24:38).  
Similarly, there were days before the coming of the Son of man 
and the day of the coming of the Son of Man.  The same people 
were involved in both the “days before” and “the day of” the Son 
of Man.  Those who were eating and drinking” and “marrying and 
giving in marriage” were the same people who were shut out on 
“the day that Noah entered the ark.”  (Ibid., 195).  



4.6 Signs v. no signs 
• DeMar:

• “There are two very good reasons for the absence of signs [in Mt. 24:36ff.].  
First, the signs have already been given.  All the signs that were necessary to 
understand the general timing of Jesus’ return in judgment were specified.  
Second, the topic changes from signs leading up to the temple’s destruction 
to watchfulness and expectation during the interim.  

• I would add two things:

• 1.  A part of them being exhorted to be “watchful” involves them being 
aware of the signs He previously mentioned.  Signs are still apart of the 
alleged “second section.”

• 2.  When Noah was building a giant boat and preaching of a coming 
judgment, was not the building of the ark a sign of some kind?  



4.7 Critiquing Gary DeMar

Matthew 24-25 (AD 70) Revelation 20:5-15 (End of history)?

1.  Resurrection and judgment Matt. 
24:30-31 (cf. Mt. 13:39-43/Dan. 12:2-
3); Mt. 25:31-46 (cf. Mt. 16:27-28)

1.  Resurrection and judgment Rev. 
20:5-15

2.  De-creation & heaven and earth 
pass/flee Mt. 24:29, 35 (cf. Mt. 5:17-
18)

2.  De-creation & heaven and earth 
pass/flee Rev. 20:11 (cf. Rev. 6:14; 
16:20; 21:1)

3. Christ on throne to judge Mt. 25:31 3.  God on throne to judge Rev. 20:11

4. Wicked along with Devil eternally 
punished Mt. 25:41-46

4.  Wicked along with Devil eternally 
punished Rev. 20:10, 14-15



4.8 Critiquing DeMar

Daniel 12:1-4 (AD 70) Revelation 20:5-15 (end of 
history)?

1.  Only those whose names are 
written in the book would be 
delivered/saved from 
eternal condemnation 
Dan. 12:1-2

1. Only those whose names are 
written in the book would be 
delivered/saved from the lake of 
fire Rev. 20:12-15

2. This is the time for the 
resurrection and judgment of the 
dead Dan. 12:1-2

2. This is the time for the 
resurrection and judgment of the 
dead Rev. 20:5-15



4.9 Critiquing Postmillennialism in Revelation 20:5-15 

• Premise #1: Since it is true that the time frame between “this age” and the “age to come” 
in the parable of the tares is the “last days” or millennial period (Gentry),  

• Premise #2: And since it is also true that the “long time” in Matthew 24-25 is the millennial 
period (Gentry) and was fulfilled between AD 30 – AD 70 (DeMar),  

• Premise #3: And since it is also true The 1,000 years does not have to be referring to a long 
time and the Jews believed in a 40 years transitional millennial period between the OC age 
and the coming Messianic age (Beale), 

• Premise #4: And since it is also true that if the time statements are to be taken literally, 
then even Revelation 20:5-15 had to have been fulfilled by AD 70 (Kistemaker).  

• Premise #5:  And since it is also true that Revelation 1-19, 21-22 was fulfilled in AD 70 
(Gentry and DeMar) and Revelation 20 recapitulates the SAME judgment depicted in 
chapters 1-19 and 21-22 (Kistemaker and Beale),

• Premise #6:  And since Daniel 12:1-4 was fulfilled spiritually in AD 70 (Gentry & DeMar) and 
cannot have a double fulfillment and is the judgment and resurrection of Revelation 20 
(Kistemaker),

• Conclusion:  Then the AD 70 “this generation” and “soon” coming of Jesus closed the 
transition period between AD 30 – AD 70 which the NT describes as the “last days,” period 
between “this age” and the “age to come,” and the “this generation” or “long time” of the 
OD.   













Not finished…

Isaiah 24-27 Matthew 23-25 1-2 Thessalonians 

1.  Israel’s blood guilt to be judged,
vindication of the martyrs,
deliverance, resurrection chapters 
25-27

1.  Israel’s sin of blood guilt to be 
judged, vindication of the martyrs 
and resurrection chapters 23-25

1. Jew’s filling up the measure of 
sin of blood guilt, vindication of 
the persecuted and resurrection 
chapters ….

2.  Sound of a trumpet. 2.  Sound of a trumpet. 2.  Sound of a trumpet.

3.  Dead gathered. 3.  Dead gathered. 3.  Dead raised living caught up.

4.  Time of wedding feast and 
marriage.

4.  Time of “meeting” the groom 
and wedding feast.  

4.  Time of “meeting the groom 
and wedding feast.  

5.  The Lord comes to judge sin of 
blood guilt and destroy Leviathan

5.  The Lord comes to judge sin of 
blood guilt and judge Satan and 
demons.  

5. The Lord comes to judge sin of 
blood guilt and judge…



Matthew 23 Matthew 24-25

1.  Pharisees sit in Moses seat and hypocritically judge 
people harshly.

1.  Son of Man will sit on throne and judge the 
hypocrites.

2.  Prediction of Pharisees flogging in synagogues and 
killing those Jesus will send to them.  

2.  Prediction of being “handed over” to rulers to be 
persecuted and some put to death. 

3.  Christ comes to vindicate the blood of the martyrs
– results in a judgment of the living (Pharisees – filling 
up the measure of their wicked dead ancestors sins of 
blood guilt) and the dead (martyrs).  

3.  Christ comes to vindicate the persecuted – the 
gathering at the end of the age judgment and 
resurrection of Daniel 12:1-4 takes place (cf. Mt. 
13:36-43/Mt. 24:30-31).  Righteous are gathered into 
the kingdom. 

4.  Christ “comes” to destroy the Temple, and OC 
Jerusalem/the Pharisees.  

4.  Christ comes to destroy the Temple, OC 
Jerusalem/the Pharisees. 

5.  Timing and Sign – Christ will come during one of 
the feasts (when they sing the Song of Ascent).  

5.  Timing and Sign – Disciples correctly connect the 
signs with Christ coming to destroy the Temple.  They 
want more information on the timing and sign issue. 

6.  All of this will occur at Christ’s “coming” in the AD 
30 – AD 70 “this generation.” 

6. All of this will occur at Christ’s “coming” in the AD 
30 – AD 70 “this generation.” 



Matthew 10:17-23 Matthew 24 & Parallels 

1. Delivered up to local councils and synagogues –
Matt. 10:17

1. Delivered up to local councils and synagogues –
Mark 13:9

2. Brought before governors and kings to be 
witnesses to the Gentiles – Matt. 10:18

2. Brought before governors and kings to be 
witnesses to the Gentiles – Mark 13:9

3. Holy Spirit would speak through them – Matt. 
10:19-20

3. Holy Spirit would speak through them – Mark 
13:11

4. Family members would betray and kill each 
other, all men would hate the disciples, but he that 
would stand firm to “the end” would be saved –
Matt. 10:22

4. Family members would betray and kill each 
other, all men would hate the disciples, but he that 
would stand firm to “the end” would be “saved” –
Mark 13:12-13

5. The disciples would not have run out of cities of 
refuge to flee to as they were being persecuted 
preaching the gospel to the cities of Israel before 
the Son of Man would come.

The disciples (and later Paul the Apostle to the 
Gentiles) were to preach the gospel to the then 
known “world” and “nations” at that time before 
“the end” (of the OC age) and coming of the Son of 
Man would take place. Matthew 24:14/Mark 13:10




